
116 THE PRESBYTERIÂN RECORD.

the King ordered. Compare this instant-
aneous universal penitence with the 8tub-
bornness of the Jews, Jer. 7, 25-28. Matt.
12.,41..

IC Sack-cloth," hair-cloth-irrtating, to
eaîpered bodies. The crying of the chil-
d ren, the lowing and bleatirig of herds and
flooks would mark the sense of a great
common danger. God'8 word to 'Jonali, 4,
11, proves that Hie lîeard those cries.

v. 8. This-a change of the whole life
-is true penitence, lsa. 58, 5-7.* Every
one miuet do it for himiself, for each lias
bis own favourite sin. Violence-cruelty
and rapacity-was the special sin of the
Ninevites. See Nali. 3, 1 ; 2, 12.

v. 9. Same form of words as in Joel 2,
12-14. "lThe promikes of iod are certain;
but well rnay the sinner be uncertain
ivhether his ib the true penitence that
inakes him the object of those promises."

TUlr repentance of God.- "1 God saw their
wors,-" flot their faith, their publie con-
fessions, and prayers. These witliout works
are dead. They left off. not this or that
sin, but "ltheir whole evil way."

-God repented.-" ",Thougli God changetb
the thing, lie doth flot change bis counsel."-
When we change the outward sot, it is be-
cause our lnward thought has changed,
and the word we use for man in such a case
is applied to, God. That it is only by ac-
commodation to hunian formes iay be seen
from 1 Sam. xv, il and 29. Goci foretoid
to Hezekiali "1thon shait die.'- Death
wou]d have taken place as the resuit of
causes then at work, but when a superior
divine cause came ini, Hezekiali lived. So
here. The very purposeGod lad in send-
ing Jonah was that Nineveh m]ght be
spared.

Lessons.-1> Jonab a type of Christ.
"liHe who had been the ýropliet of Israel
only was after thrse day s burial restored
to bfe, and then the heathen were con-
verted througli him.-" This fact was Il- a
sacred enigma, a hidden prophecy," in the
forefront of* the great volume of written pro-
phecy thnt testified of Rum.

(2.) ".,A greater than Jonali is here."1
liow Bhall we escape if we hear not Rium.

HOMéE STUnIES.

M. Jonsh 1. 1-17-Jona7t'aflig"t
T. Jonah 2: 8-IO-Jonch'a praver.
W, Jonah 3: 1-O- prz' neaching.
Thi. Jonah 4: 1-11-Jonaye Anger.
,X' 2 Kings M. 23-29- JorLah'Bz2rohecr.
KS. Mitt 12: 38-45-A eneater than Jonah.

8. Matt Il: 2-W'e doomed cifes.

TUE DEAT11 OP~ ELISHA@

MAY 27th.-2 Kings xiii., 14-21.
Golden Z'exf: Reb. xi., 4.

Tite death-bed ,oj Elîsha.-Ile had out--
Iived many kings but pow lie muet die.
<God reveal imself in many 'ways."

Eiaiwas transilated. Elîsha lingers
thouh illness, and dies in the ordinary
manner. Tliat the wicked king Joasih
should visit him, and show sucb eniotion.
in the prospect ci' bis deatli, is a wonder-
fui tributs to bis worth and national influ.-
ence.

v. 15. See 2 12.-The expression May
bave become proverbial, on the death of a,
great man. Thle one thought in the mind
of the dying prophet, 18 of bis country
then being wvasted by the Syrians. lie
crives the king a symbolicai promise of de-
i'iverance, and leaves iL to his faiLli to ap-
propriate mucli or littie of the promise.
E astward, the direction of Gilead which
the Syrians ha *d conqnered (10, 32). Re-
puts his band on the kingY's, to indicate
that ini the use of the wri-e' means that
would deliver lerael, the power would be
from, God. Joash could flot be ignorant oi.
the meaning of the syinbol; and had bis.
faith been energetic, hne would bave shot
every one of the arrows3 into tbe ground.
The propbet is wrotb ai. his coldnees andi
indifierence. Rev. 3. 16.

.Elisha af fer death.-Tbe spring follow-
ing, there wvas a funeral procession. The
corpse was not in a coffin, b ut su ply wrapt
in linen cloth. A band of mairaàudming Moa-
bites is seen approacbing, and the mourn-
ers hurriedly open the neareat tomnl. It
happens to be isba's, s-ad as they cout
the corpsje on the sheif, iL î.oucbed the re-
mains of the proplet, and the mn "lre-
vived."-

Le.rsons.-Ci) The bed-ridden christian,
niay be as useful as the active worker or
the triumpliant martyr. From, the sick-
bed of Elisha went forth '-tbe arrow of the
Lord's deliverance, and the arrow of deliv-
erance from; Syria.-"

(2.) Christ bas promised ns deliverance
froni sin. Let ns then strike with deter-
minstion agsinst the sins that press aud
beset us most. Rom. vi., 6-13.

(3.) Inu ife we may seern less honorecl
of <z*od thsn others are, but our influence
sfter desa 1m may be greater. Elisha -wse
not traneWsed, but froni the boises of ne.
other man o id ever virtue corne forth.

(4.) Eliemia dead la a type of M Who.
ecthrough de:bthdestroyed hîim that hsd the
power of dseth," who spoiledl the strong
one ini hiso0wn bouse.


