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HUMILITY.

On ! leamn that it {s only Ly thelowly
‘The paths of peace are trod;

1f thon wouldst keep thy garments whito agd boly,
alk humbly with thy God,

Tho man with carthly wisdora higb-uplifted
1s in God's sizht a fool

But ho In heavenly truth most deeply gified,
8lts fowest in Clulst's schiool.

S

1]
The lowly spirit God hiath conseerated
As bis ablding rest; ,
And angels by somo patriarch’s tent havo walicd,

tWhon kiugs bad no such guest.

Tho dew, that never weis the flingy mountaln,

Falls In the valley free;
Brisht verdurs feinges the small desert fountain,

1But Larren sand thc sca.

Not In the stately oak the fraciance dwelleth,
Which chiarmus the general wood,

But {u tho violet low. whoso swceiness telleth
Its unseen neighbouricod.

rho censcr swung by thy proud hand of merlt,
Fumes with u tire abliorred ;

But Faitl’s 1two miics, dropp’d covertly. Inheris
A blessing fromn the lerd.

Round Lowliness a gentle radianco Lovers,
A wweet, unconsclous gracé, - . .
Which, aven m stinnking, csermnore discovers
The Liighiness on its face,

Wwhare God abldes. contentnent §s an-honor
Stich guordon Meckuecss I cows :

s peace within hier, and his smlle upon ler,
Her saintly way she goes.

Through thestraft zate of lifo sho passes. stooping,
With sandals on her feet, i
And pure-tyed Graces with knk'd palms come trooping.

Thelr sister falr to grect.

Tho angels bend thielr ¢yes apon lier goings,
And guard hier from annoy,

tlcaven fifls her quict heart wliih overflowlags
Of calm cclestind jox.

The Saylour loves her, for sho wears the vesturo
With which ho walkcd on carth,

And throngzh her chitdlike glance, and step, and gesture,
Heknows lice heavenly birth.

1o now heholds this seal of glory graven
On all whom he redeems,

And fn uis own braght clty, crystal-paven,
Oncvery brow It gleatus.

The white-rohed snints. the Throne-steps singing under,
Thelr state nll weekly weur; fder
Their pauscless pralse welld up from hearts which woa-

‘That cver they camo there.
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TUE REV. ME. CASWALL ON TUE LAY ELEMENT IN
5YNODS. .
TWe aro sure thit our readers will be glad to read,
in full, tho testimony borne by Mr Caswall in the
tonvocation 6f Canterbury, to the admirable work-
ing of the Lay clement in our ‘Convocatidns in the
Chursh of Aincrica. W faké jt fr m the repost of
the debates, as-given in’ the-Guardian ==
Tho Rev. H:Cuswall eaid—1 riso, Mr. Prolocus
tor, to givo'my -reasons for wishing to vote for Mr.
Seymout’s motion. The principlo of that motiou i
tho value 6f -lay co.operation -id. ceclesiastical Sy-
nods. I desive. to upbold:that principl,c,.;bc’cguse.
after spending tea years of my life as 2 minister of
the American Cburch, Lam prepared to declare'that
my cxperience has been deoidedl;

o
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y favorablo to what
my cxpirionco has Len depitucly favorable 1o wist
iscalled a'lay element” = Jtis quile true, a8 Mr.

Woodgate has remarked, that the” ciroumstadces of*

tho Church of England aro at present widely differ-
cat from tha circumstanées of thio ‘Chuich in Canada
or the United States. ‘Tn*Caniadd, Synodical action,
in any shape, was not atteided until after tho

.astical propoerty waa confiscated, und tho members of

1 clearer aud clearvor.

the wother country.  Whon that memorablo ovent
took place, tho npumber of tho clergy, which had
novor much oxceedsd 200, way fearfully reduced.
Many congregations wero ecaftered, many churches
woro dismautled or sold to scotarian bodios, ecclosi-

our communion—being associated in public estita-
tion with tho monarohical party——becamo sulject to
violent  political prejudices and antipathies, Under
theso circumstances tho ¢ lay element”” camo into
operation, together with too first boginnings of Syn-
vdical uction, Joth Gonoral and Dioceran. Nor
waa this clement regarded od. o now invention in
ccolesiastical affsiva ; it was considered as the near-

est Eos.qiblc approach, under existing circumstanees,
to tho legal position of the Chutch of England. In

this country, in theory at lenst; a Christiun Uegisla-
ture supported tho decisiona of 8 Clericzl Convooa-
tior. Bishop Whito, the venerable father of the
Avavrican  Church, 2ays, in his Memoirs of that
(*hurch, thatthe admission of the laity ¢ was a nat-
urnl conseqquenco of following ths Church of Ingland
in all the leading points of her.dectrine, diseipline,
and worship. We could not otherwise,”” he says,
* have had a substitute for the Parliamontary cate-
tion to legislativo acts of povjer.”  God forlid that
any movement of supposed political expedicney
should ‘nlaco the Church of lingland in the situmtion
of tho C(hurch in Canada or of the Church in the
United States.  Yat it must not be forgutien that,
by whatever causes introluced, alay elmnent in
Synods bas, in fact, worked well among our
‘I ransatlantic brethren.  Many ipiesticns still uader
discussion here bave already 'Uoen solved on the
western side of the ocean, tnd"this quegtion of th
laity among tho rest. And 1“;8‘{,!:9 ‘remembesti)
that during the sevonty yea:s of Chidkteh Cunreutiony
in America the lay element bas been working itself
At tho time of the Rovolution
there was at least ag great a difficulty in defining
what conatituted o layinan as Canon Woodgate con. |
siders to exist in this country ut tho present mo-
ment.  Yet publie opinion in the Chureh gradually
brought about a remedy ; nd finally, in 1536, by a
vole of the luity themselves, it was decided that
henecforth none bit communicants shall be eligible
to a sent in the general Conventian.  In conncction
with (I do not say altogether in consequence of)
this system of luy co-operation, the American
Chureh bas advaneed in the course of seventy years
from almost nothing to something considerable, and
perhaps at present numbers an eighth part of the
whole body of the members of the Chureh of Ing.
land. In the faco of many opposing prejudices and
traditions it has advanced in proportion even more
rapidly than the rapid increase of the American poe
pulatitn. When T first knew the Americun Church,
in 1328, its Bishops were 9 in munber, its clergy
ugder 500, and its comnunicants perhaps 50,000,
Tu 1833, in company with a wember of this Convo-
cation, I was present ac tho General Coavention held
in New York. How great was the change cffected
in 25 yearst Tho Bishops wese, in 1853, thirty-
two in number, the clérgy 1,700, the comsmunicants.
ahove 100,000. At the present timo there are 36
Bishops, nearly 2,000 clergy, and prebably 130,000
comn:unicants, representing perhaps a million and a
Ialf of actual worshippers. "In the Convention of
1858 we saw a body of Clergy and Laity far more
nmnerous than this Houso of Convesation, yet far
from-unwieldy, and most regular and orderly in its
J occedings: It was evident that the elergy..far
from being *.swamped”” by the laity, wero greatly .
assisted by them ; that, in fact, the practical-experis
cace of the Jaity supplicd what was wautiog to the
zeal and viety of the clergy. I confess thautas I
looked on that assembly snd witnessed the domeanor
of the. distinguished jgen—judges, legislators, and
others—who had given up thieo wecks of their valu-
able time at the call of the Church, and wlio had
bgoixgh't all their abilities to tho solution of difiicult
questions, T thought of our Jerusalem Chamber, and
wished that by ‘seme constitutional arrangement wo
could bo permitted to avail ourself of the services of
gich a * loy clement.”  Together with the.clergy,

ponzo of £120,000, or more, annually, besides tho
various local mizsions maintaited by tgo soveral dio-
cesan assemblies. ITaving seen what 1oy agenoy o
8ynods ia capablo of effecting, ad having judged
from benco how much more it may accomplish (with
tho blessing of God), I dusiro to add iy testisfony
in its favor. I cannot doubt that whatevar bas bedis
dono by tho laity of Ameriea may Lo dons equally
woll by thoso of England, if an opportunity should
be allowed them. eVithout cominitting myself to
tho details proposed "by Mr. Beywour, I therefore
desiro to bo permitted, on general principles, to sup-
port his motion.
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TH$ DESCENT OP CHRIST INTO MADES.

Tue difficultios that lioin the way of a bolief in o
* place of departed spirits,” or an ** intermodiate
etate,”” will bu found to bo Lased on the Jewish and
not on tho Christian Scriptures. The rejection of
this doctrine of the carly erceds is in harmony with -
the Juduism of our populur religion :—a religion
which chianges the s1eraments thut Christ appointed
as chaunels of Liis grace, into the likeness of thoso
ompty Jewizh ceremonies which it wad a purt of His
mission to abolish, or rather to ¢ fulii”—~i. e, to
fill with ** grace amd truth.”  * The place of de-
{mrled spitits” is Jooked at with Jewish or at the

cast.with Judaizing cyes, aud jt is forgotton that
Chirist descended into Hades and fiil 4 it with grace
aud truth ; that He bas changed and * fulfitled” the
** valley of the shadow of death,” of which David
speaks ; that Ho has ¢ exalted” this ¢ valley ;”
that it hus now become tho wmountain of the Lord,
the Lebanon of the sunshine of Lifo : a wmountain
from y%i_';:h t}l‘: gug, f-g(l‘x;risg’s %}gxco pever diy-
appears”= KT S %6, * :

%t. Paul tells us -that’ ]nri;t‘isce%cdﬁgu* gh,
and descended to the lower parts of tné carth, that
e might ** §ill all things.””  And % bas filled Pa-
radize with peaco, with sunshine, with juy, aud with
Iiwself.

Before Christ camo to carth, indeed, Ilades was
a place of gloom.  Joy ia, death,—unticipation of
inczpased dight,—~the desite to depart,—the assas
rance of resting in triumph with God,—these thinga
belong to our day, not 0 the day of the Patriarchy,
Job, who looked forward with prophetic joy to the
[fnal dcliverance—~sho could ray, ¢ I know that my
Redecmer liveth, and that He shall stand ia the
latter day upon the earth,”——even Job had no
higher phrase wherewith to express the intermediate
life between death apd the final conring of Christ,
than thess sad words :~—~* Let mo alono that L may
take comfuit a litde before I go whenee I shall nog
return, a land of darkness as darkuess iteelf, and of
the shadow of death.”  And cven David speaks of
Hades as  ** dark :"—'* Shall Thy wonders be
kuown in the dark, and Thy rightcousness in the
land of forgetfulness ¥ Xt 13 trae, in another place,
while still recognizing that tho land beyond the
grave is ¢ the valloy of the shadow of deuth,” he
claims also that the presence of God will be bis com-
fort when"be encountars its darkness ¢ * Lhough 1
walk through the valley of tho shadow of death I
will fear no evil ; for Thou art with me, Thy rod
and Thy staff they comfort me.””  Yet evidently hie
speaks only of such a presenco as we have here on
carth. But in tho Uhristian Paradise Christ is
more than a comfort; tho dyiog saint looks forward
to find in Him a well-spring of everlasting joy. But
in nccordange with this Jewish notion of Hades,
Christ. Himself, whea speaking to the Joiws, assigns
to Lazarus no higher position thun Atrabaw’s bo-
soi ; not the bosom of Gud ; nos cven the bosom of
the Messiah : and truly, too, for tho Messiali.had
uot yet descended thither.  But no bosom of Abra.
ham only, will zatisfy the Christian®s Jongings.  No
less roward is'assured to ¢ that disciple whom Jesus
loves,” than tho bosom of Christ Himself. Aow
the departed are said to ** sleep € Jesus ;™ and to
git “in heavenly places in Christ.”’ ¢ T deire to
depart and to bo ith- Christ?? says the apastie.

tis'very true that tho carly Clristians did not,
at onco take'in tho fullness of tho blessing in store
for them in-tho'world-of @ rost.””  As thay were ex-




