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inhabited, and the mdemuity pramsed them at the sarrender of
Fart Beau Sejour.  Notwithstauding whicl, there cuuld be no
apology for such of themn, as. having cbtained the advantages
ol neutrality ; violaied the coudiions on which they were grant
ed, and without wiuch, frum the nature of the case, there was
no just founddtion to expect they would be continued. It was
finally determiued, at this consultation, to remove and disperse
tho whole peaple among the British Colonies ; whete they could
not unite 1 any oflensive measures, and whers they night bo
naturalised to the government awd country.

‘I'no oxocution of tins unusual and general sestence, was al-
lotted chiefly to the Now-Ingland Foices, llp Commander of
which, from the humanity and firtnness of lus character, wis
well qualified to carry it into effcet. 1t was, without doubt, as
ho hunself declares, disacrecablo to his natural mghe and tem-
per . and s principles of tmplient obedtence as a soldiee were
put to a suvere test by this ungrateful kind of duty ; whichre-
quir:d an ungenerous, conning, and subtle sevenity, calculated
to ronder the Acadians subservient to Enghsh interests to the
latest hour. ‘I'hey were kept entirely 1gnorant of their destin
untit the moment of their captivity, and were overawed, or al.
luted, to labour at tho gathering 1n of their harvest which was
sccrotly allotied to the use of their conquerors.

‘I'he orders from Lieutenant-Governor Lawrence to Captsin
Murray, who was first on the station, with the plagrarian of the
language, without the spirit of Scrapture, directed thatif these
people behaved amiss, thoy should be pumished at his discretron
and if any attempts were madc to destroy or inolest the troups,
he should take an eye for an eye, and a tuoth, und in short life
for life, from the nearest neighbour whero the mischief should

more indulgence grantedto them than any of lns subjects iy any \
part ol lus duminions: what use you Lave madu of it you your-
sclves bast know.  ‘The part of duty I am now upon, thouy),
necessary, is very disagreouble to sy uatural make and temper
as I know it most be gricvous to you, who are of the same spe-
cics ; butit is not my ousiness to animadret. but to obey such
orders as [ receive, and thereture, without hesitation, sha!l de-
liver you His Majesty's orders and iustructions, namely—that
your fands and tenements, cattle of all kinds and live stock of
all sorts, are forfeited to the Crown; with all other your effecrs
saving your money and household goods, and you yourselves 1o
be rawaoved from this his Province.

Thus it is peremptorily his Majesty's orders, that the whele
Irench inhabitants of these districts bo removed ; and 1 am
through lus Majesty’s guoduess, directed to allow you hberty
to carry off your monoy and household goods, us many as yuu
can without discommoding the vessel you go ., 1 shall do
cvory thing in tny powe that all those goods be secured to you
and that you are.not molested in carrying thew off; also, that
whole families shall g0 in the same vessel, and make this 1e-
move, which 1 ain seusible must givo you a great deal of troulle
as easy as His Mujesty’s service will admit ; and hope that, n
whatever part of the world you may fall, you may be faithful
subjects a peaceable and happy people. I must ulso inform
you, that it is his Majesty’s pleasure that you remain in sccurity
under the inspeetic . and directivn of the troups that § have the
lionour to command.” And he then declared them the King's

risoners,  The whole number of persons collected at Grand
re, finally amounted to 463 men, 337 womnen, heads of fami-
lies, and their suns and daughters, to 527 of the former, and

be performed. To hunt these peoplo into capuvity was a mea: 1576 of the Jatter : making in the whole 1923 souls. ‘Fheir stoch
sure as impracticable as cruel , and as it was not 1o be supposed , consisted of 1269 oxen, 1550 cows,5007 voung caule, 193 hors

they would not voluntanly surrender themselves as prisoners, | cs, 8690 sheep, and 4197 hogs.
Ata con-  habitants escaped to the woods, all possible ineasures were

thetr subjugation becameo a matter of great dufficulty.

As somoe of these wretched i,

sultation held between Colone) Winslow and Captain Murray, ; adopted to forge them.back tocaptivity. The Cruntry was laid

1t was agreed that a proclamation should be issucd at the differ- | waste to pretit. thoir.subsistence.

eut settlements, requiring the attendance of the people, at the
. Tespective posts on the same day ; wlich proclamation should
be so ambiguous in 1ta nature, that 1iic object for which they
were to assemble could not be discerncd ; aud so peremptory in
its terms, asto ensure implicit obedience. This instrument
having been drafted and approved, was distribuied according to
the original plan. That which was addressed 1o the people in-
habiting the Country, now comprised withinthe limits of }Xing’s
County, was as follows :—
¢ ‘I'o the iuhabitants of the District of Grand Pre, Minas,
River Canard, &c; as well ancient, as young men and lads:
Whereas, his Excellency the Governor, has instructed us of
his late resolution, respecting the matter proposed to the inha~
bitants, and has ordered us to communicate the same in person,
his Excellency, being desirous that cach of them should be ful-
ly satisfied of his Majesty’s intentions, which he has also or-
dered us to communicate to you, such as they have been given
to him ; We thereforo orde¥ and strictly enjnin, by these pre-
sents all of the inhabitants, as well of the above nameddistricts
as of all the other districts, both old men, and young men, as
well as sll the.lads of ten years of age, 10 attend the Church at
Grand Pre, on Friday, the fifth instant, at three of the clock in
the afternoon, that we may impart to them what we have to
communicate to them ; declaring that no excuse will be admitted
on any pretence whatever, on pain of forfeiting goods and chat-
tels, in default of real estato.—Given at Grand Pre, 20d Septem-
ber, 1755, and 29th year of his Majesty’s Reign.
¢ Joun WinsLow.”
In obedience to this summons, four hundred ond eighteen
able bodied men assembled. ‘These being shut into the Church
(for that too had become an arsenal,) Colonel Winslow
placed himself, with bis-officers, in the centre, and addressed
them thus: SR . 9
~GENTLEMEN, - 91 . . .
1 have received from His Excellenoy Governor Lawrence,
the IGing’s Commussion, which 1 have 10.:0y hand ; ayd by bis
orders you are convened together, to mamfest to you his Mae

In the districi of Miuas
alouc,. there were destroyed 255 houses, 276 barns, 155 ot
houses 11 mills, and 1 church ; and, the friends of thuse wha
refused to surrender, were threatened as the victims of thei
obstinacy. . .

In short, so operative were the terrors that surrounded them
that of 21 young men, who deserted from 2 transpurt, 22 were
glad to return of themselves the others being shot by sentinels ,
and oncof their friends who were supposed to have beeu ac-
cessory to their escape, was carricd on shore te Leiwld the
destruction of his house and effects, which were burned in his
presence as a punishment for his temerity and perfidious aid
his comrades. The prisoners expresssed the greatest concern
at having incurred his Majesty’s displeasure, and in a2 petition
addressed to Colone] Winslow, intreated him to detain a part ol
them as sureties for the appearance of the rest, who were de-
sirous of visiting their families, and consoling them in their dis-
tress and misfortunes. To comply with this request of hiolduig
a few as hestages for the surrender of the whole budy, was
deemed 1nconsistent with his instructions , but as there could I+
no objection toallow a small number of them to return to theu
homes, permission was given them to chocse 10 for the Distrial
of Minas, (Horton) and 10 for the District of Canard (Cornwal-
lis) to whom leave of absence was given for one day,; and
whose return u similar number were indulged 1 the same maa
ner. They bore their confinenient and received their sentence
with a fortitude and resignauon altogether uncxpected, bu
when the hour of embarkation arrived, in which they were
leave the land of theiy nativity, for ever—to, part ' with their rela-
uves and friends without the hopo.of ever sceidg them agan,
and to be disperscd among strangers, whose language, custan::,
and \'eligion,-wero,o(])poaed.to, thetr own,. the weakness of hu-
man nature prevailed, and. they wera overpowcered with the
sense of their, miseries, . The preparations haviug been all com-
pleted, the10th of Septembes,was. fixed, upon as the day of de-
partare. The prisonerswere drawn up 6 deep, and the young
men, 161 in.number, were ordered to go first on bagrd of the
~essels. ‘This they instantly and peremptorily refused to dv,

jesty's final yresolutiun to thie French inhabutants of this his Pro- ,declaring that.they would,not leave their parents, but express
vinco of Nova Scotia , who for almost half a ceatury, have had ed a willingness to comply, wh!x.ghg vrder, provided the:



