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At tho annunl meoting of tho Winnipeg
Grain Exchange, held v Tuesday lust, the
prinoipal discussion was upon the question of
smut in grain.  This i3 o matter which the
excharge has taken a lively interest in for
years, 83 the members are in a good position
to know of the vast loss which Manitoba far-
mers annually mest with from this cause.
It scemed to be the opinion of the mombers
that & large quantity of poor or adaltorated
blvestorie had been put on the market last
year, and to this cause 13 attributed the large
inorease 1n smut prevailing in the crop of’
1895. 'The cuuncil of the exchango was urged
to take immediate activn in the matter and
is is likoly the att.ution of huth the Dominion
and provincial governments will be called to
the question, with o view tu haviog a num-
ber of samples of blucestone analyzed, as well
a3 to have the farmers thoroughly warned
against using inferior bluestone. If climatic
conditions cause any damage to the crop
in auy year, a great deal is heard about it,
but the loss to farmers [rom smut in grain is
much greater ono year with another than the
loss from all adverse climatic conditions com-
bined. ‘This is the more regretable because it
is preventable. It has been proved beyond &
shadow of a duubt that smut caa be eradi-
cated by the proper use of pure bluestune.
Sumne furmers perfurm the work in such a
careless way that they might as well havenot

" treated their sced grain at ali. It will not do
tu sprinkle the seced over in a haphazard way.
Every berry should be thoroughly wet with a
solution of bluestune of prope» strength. In
sich an imporiant matter no risk should be
taken by purchasing a cheap articlo of blue-
stone, and only the best should be taken by
farmers. As tho matter of the sale of adul-
terated bluestuno will be fully ventilated be-
tween now and spring, merchants should see
to it that they securc ouly a pure article,
Country merchants by refusiog to handloa
acheap or adulterated article, will be doing
the farmers a real service.

AN ALARMING SITHATION.

These are exciting days for the world in
genoral, the British Empire in particular and
Cannda ospecially. Ever siunce Japan started
the ball rolling Ly declaring war on China,
tho situation has been more or less threaten-
ing. The China-Japan war came toa more
speody termination than might have been ex-
pected, but it has loft the *‘Far Eastern (Jues-
tion,” which thbreatens the peace of the
world. Japan would undoubtedly like to
hold Corea, and also that portion of China in
which Port Arthur is situated. Russia has
stepped in however, and so to speak has or-
dered her out. Russin will certaiuly not
rest until Japan is out of Corea as well as
Port Arthur, for the reason that Russia
wants the territory herself. Russian territory
on the Pacific doos not include & winter port,
and Russis wants o winter port for a naval
station as well as for the Pecific terminus of

her great railway now building across Sibor-
1®. To obtmin a Pacific port which is not
clpsed by ics a part of the year, Russia will
bhavo to move her boundaries further south,
and she undoubtedly has covotous eyes on the
Corean poninsula, and DPort Arthur as well.
Thelatter nould give her o grand harbor and
a natural stronghold. Great Britoin, how-
over, iy oppused tv Russian enorvachmonts in
China, regarding it as a nenaco to her com-
mercial supremacy there, and Lord Salisbury
has publicly warned the great northern power
that sho will not be permitted to encroach in
that direction. Thus wo have the Far East-
ern yuestiun, as & monace to the peace of the
world.

Following the China-Japan surap, the re-
bellion in Cuba was inaugurated and has
been maintained with considerable success
to the present day. While the Cuban trou-
ble doos not perhaps threaten to drawin any
of the great powers, it is a source of great un-
easiness to Spain, on account of fear of the
Uuited States. Tne latter country would
certainly be glad to find any reascnable ex-
cuse to take & hand in the cooflict.
with the ohject of cotrss of gobbling up
Cuba.

Then we have that everlasting Eistern
Qestiva, which has again awsumed a very
acute form, u#s a result of the Armenian
massacres. While the Earopean powera are
alleged to be acting in concert, iv requires no
dizcernment to seo thait no concert exists
among the powers. It it did, the matter
would have been settled long ago. While
the powers apparently presented a harmonious
front, there has evidently been much secret
intriguing all around, hence no real progress
has beon made in austituting reforms in
Turkey, nor is thero lik:ly to be until the
Turk is driven out, The British govern-
ment has no doubt been really anxious to
assist the Armenans, but they have wisely
refused to play & lone hand in the matter.
Russia, backed by France, is not likely to fall
in cordially with British proposals, while
Germany has evideutly adopted a dog in-the
manger policy in thismatter. Asmatiersnow
s.uand throughout the world, 1t would, perhaps,
bethe best course fut the British goverumeant to
cease to push its traditional policy of vppo-
sition to Russia, and allow the Bear to occupy
Armenie, leaving Austria and Russia to do
their own fighting as to the disposition of
Earopean Turkey. Austria is really tho
country most deeply iuterested in the dispo-
sition of Earopean Turkey. Let the latter
country pull her own chestnuts out of the
fira, She has never done anything to further
British prestige. It would perhaps even be
a wise policy for the British to cultivate
Russian friendship, though opposition to
Russin has been so long drilled into the
Britisher, sometimes showing itself 1o an
unreasonable oxtent, that it would require
a great revalsion of feeling to think of an
alliance with the northern colessus. Pru-
dence, however, is often the better part of
valor, and Great Britain, threctened as sheis
at prezent, is certainly not in a position to
force the Eastern question. )

While trouble sppears to be slowly brewing
in the East, all the woild was suddenly star-

| tled by tho almost savagely warlike attitude

L]

of DPresident Cloveland in the Venezueclan
matter, and as the presidont’s message was
spoedily adopted by congrese, it may be re-
garded as tho attitude of the United States as
well as the presidont, This ** bolt from \ho
blue,” as it has beon called, is so recent as to
be fresh in the miuds of all newspapas 1 a’

ere  The president’s message produced an
outbreak of warlike feeling throughnutt) e
United States such as caused surprise both in
Canada and the mother country, Of late
however, our neighbors have caoled down
considerably. Newapapers sometimes speak
of the danger of war from thisquestion being
vver, but thi~ is a mi-tahe. The matter re-
mains in exactly the same state that it was
when the president’+ bell’cose ntterances were
first published. The surprise only has had
time to wear off. In fireat Britain tho feel-
ing seems to be that there islittle darger of
war with the United States and the sentimont
expressed there i« much less belliccse than in
the republic. The matter is regarded
laxgely as an electioneoring dodge, but this
does not remove the real danger of the
situation, For Caunada an armed conflict
over this or any other question involv-
ing Britain and the United Stutes, would
bo most distressing. The greatest hope
for an amicable sottlement of the matter is
found in the vast commercial interests ex-
isting betweon the British Empire and the
Republic, and these interests are now making
th meelves felt in the causo of peace.

" ne first surprise of the Venezuelan trou-
ble had scarcely passed away when another
and even more startling situation is suddenly
sprung upon the world, and the British
people in particular, arising from the invas-
10n of the Transvaal Republic by a body of
British subjects, It is not the trouble in
Africa itself, but the position taken by Ger-

.many in thoe matter, which has caused the

groatest excitement in Great Britein. The
Datch African Republic is vuly a semi-inde-
pendent country. By the treaty which Mr.
Gladstone made with the Buers, as the people
are called, they were given the management
of thdir own internsl affairs, but British
suzrainty of the country wes maintainéd.
Since this arrai.gement was made with the
Buers, a large D, uish pupulativn bas gone
into the Tratsvaal, owing to the discovery
of rich micerals. ax.d towns have grown up
as if by magic. ‘t he Boers, while taxing the
noewcomers heavily, have refused to give them
tha fraunchise, or a.y share in citizenship,
fearing that they would eventually make
the country simply a British colony. Hence
the trouble and the raid of a number of
British subjects into the Transvaal from the
neighboring British territory. The home
authoritics did their best to prevent the raid
whon they learned of it, but they were too
late to stop it. ‘The activn of Germany in
relation to this matter bhas caused a wild
feelinvg ol excitement throughout Great Bri-
tain, and the most intensa bitterness isshown
against the Germans. 1. fact the Venezue-
lan matter has sunk into utter insignificance
as viewed in Great Britain, compared with
the feeling stirred up against Germany by
theaction of its emgeror, The first actionjof
Germany was a curt note, asking the position
of the British Government in regard to the



