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WHEAT SITUATION IN CANADA.

Ontario farmors are holding on to their
wheat vory tenaciously this year, to such an
oxtont thut the millers have scarcely been
able to get sufficiont wheat to meet their re-
quiroments. In the first place the crop is not
o heavy'ono. The official crop report places
tho winter wheat crop of Qutano at 18,251,-
000 bushels, or about 8,500,000 bush-
ols less than last year, and last
year's crop was 4,500,000 bushels under
tho average of the provivus tvn years. This
shows altogether a shortage ot about 5,000,-
000 bushels in the winter wheat crop of this
year, as compared with an average crop.
The spring wheat crop this year isplaced at
8,821,000 bushels, as compared with 3.867,000
bushcls for the provious vear; but the aver-
age spring wheat crop for theten years pre-
vious to 1894 was 8,051,000 bushels., While
the spring wheat crop this year is about the
same as last year, it is about 4.700,000 bush-
els under an average crop. This shows a
“ total shortage in the combinmed winter and
spring wheat crops of Ontario this year of
well up to 10,000,000 bushols, when compared
with the average crop for the ten years pre-
vious to 1894. and - shortage of over 8,500,-
000 bushels as compared with last year.

This decreass in the wheat crosisdueto a
decreased area sown, the winter wheat area
having fallen to 748,199 acres in 1893, com-
pared with 778,992 acres in 1894 and an aver-
age of 899,071 acres in the ten years pravious
to 1894, The area of srring wheat was 223,-
957 acres in 1895; 280,013, 1894 andan aver-
age of 528,731 acres in the ten years previous
to 1894,

The knowledge of this decrezsed produc-
tion no doubt has something to do with the
tondency shown by farmers to hold their
wheat for higher prices. Certain it isthat
they are holding onto it most tenaciously,
and in order to get sufficient wheat to meet
their requirements, Ontario millers have
been forced to continually advance prices to
a point far beyond a parity with United
States or import markets. To show the
comparatively high prices in Ontario, we may
state that at the time of writing Oatario
wheats are selling at about 70 cents per
bushel, equal to 10 to 12¢c above prices in the
Unitad States. The duty on wheat imported
into Canads is 15 cents per bushel, so that it
will be seen the price in Oantario cannot ad-
vance much further or wheat will be coming
in from the United States. This {3 one of the
exceptional cases in which our protective policy
operates to benefit the {farmor, but at the ex-
penso of the home consumoer of flour.

Tho comparatively high price of wheat in
Easstern Canade has been a material advan-
tage to Manitoba farmers and shippers, as
eastorn millers have boen obliged to buy
Manitoba wheats more largely than usual,
also at o price above & parity with United
States and other export markets. The price
of tho higher grades of wheat in Manitoba
has ra>ged woll abcve an export basis ever
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sinco the scason opened. The compara-
tively high prices in Ontario have therofore
onabled Manitoba shippors tosall considerablo
wheat to Ontario millers at a fair margin of
profit, notwithstanding the fact that prices
paid to farmers heore were above an export
basis. The comparatively high prices in Ont-
ario has oponed a market Jor the comparative-
ly dear wheat bought here, while the lower
grades of Manitoba wheat are available for
export. A largor quantity than usual of
Manitubas wheat has been shipped to storage
points in Queario, such ag Owen Sound, Mid-
land ur Sarnig, to be held there for the winter
trade, aftor navigation closes. One eature
of tho presuat situation that will be noticed,
is the factthat No. 1 Manitoba wheatisselling
in Ontario at about un a par with the eastern
grown whoat. Our wheat thereforo does not
commeand the usual premium over the eastern
wheat. This is due to the scarcity of the
lattor and the plentiful supply of tho former.

The comparatively nigh price of wheats in
Ontario will also help the Maunitoba millers,
in their competition in eastern Canada mar-
keots with eastern millers. ‘The eastern mill-
ers are paying comparatively higher prices
for their wheat than the western millers are
obliged to pay, consequently the Manitobs
millers are in & good position to compete in
eastern markets. Prices of Ontario grades of
flour huve already been for:ed up to a higher
level as compared with Manitoba flour, and
the result should be to increase the comsump-
tion of Manitoba flour in the eastorn provinces.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

THE Unitad States has appointed a com-
mission comyposed of three persons to confer
with a similar commission to be appointed by
Canada regarding the question of a deep
waterway from the head of the St. Lawrence
lakes to the ocean. The United States com-
missiorers are James B. Aungel, of Michigan,
John E. Russell, of Massachusetts, and
Lyman E. Cooley, of Illinois. The Canadian
commissioners have not yet been appointed.
This is & result of the international deep
waterways convention, held in Toronto in
1894, when an =association wes formed to
further the great project. At tha convention
& resolution was passed asking for an inter-
national commission to investigate and report
upon the question. Both the Washington
and Canadian governments complied by pas-
sing acts providing for the appointment of
commissioners. The appointment cf the
United States commissioners is the first step
of & practical naturein looking into this great
undertaking.
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THE soneca root season is about over, but
it is perhaps not to late to refer to some
matters of interest in this trade. They will
at any rate be of service-another season. The
trade is becoming quite an important item in
the commerco of Winnipeg, by reason of the
increasing quantity of root handled here, and
anything which will improve the methods of
handling the commodity should therefore be
of value. Onc point we wish to mention is,
that considorable loss bas beon occasioned by
packing the root before it was thoroughly
dried. Bales are _froquontly opened here
which contain great masses of mouldy root,

the value of which is destroyod. "T'he root
has boen packed damp and it moulds and forms
into & solid mass in the sack. A littlo caro
will avoid this loss, which of course falls back
on the country shipper. Another causo of
complaint from dealers hero is the presonco
of dirt in the root. Ono lot received recently
contained over 200 pounds of sand and dirt
in about 2,000 pounds of root, equal to 10 per
cent. Dockage had to be mado for this, and
the country shipper would be out the freight
on thoe dirt. Shippers are also advised to keep
nice, clean, fine lots uf rout separate from the
coarse, bulby stuff, instead of mixing it all
togother as they often do.
* % *

THE Liberal newspaper of Portage la Urais
rie becomes indignant in explaining a case
which it terms a gross injustice.  If tho par-
ticulars are as stated there is certainly reason
for indignation. The particulars are as
follows: A loan company had a first mort-
gago on a farm aund a resident of Portage had
a second mortgage against the property.
The company cvld the property and claimed
that thera was no balance coming to the
holder of the second mortgage. ‘The holder
of the second mortgage believed that the
company had overcharged the items of ex-
penses in winding up the mortgege and that
there should be a balance coming to him.
He took proceedings at law aod was awarded
$64.16, tho company’s so'icitor having over-
charged expenses to this extent. Now comes
in the injustice. The plaintiff is compelled
under the law, it appears, to pay the costs,
both his own and those of the deiendents,
which in the case in question amount to corn.-
siderably move than thesumrecovered. This
simply puts a premium on dishonesty on the
parti of & mortgagee or his solicitors, knowing
as they do thet any one taking proceedings
will be compelled to pay all costs, and the
costs would amount to more than the sum
involved, where the balance claimed was
under say $100 to 8150, Itissuch absurdities
as these which are every now and again crop-
ping up in the law which lead the lay wiind
to believe sometimes that it would ba better
if the whole fabric of law could be utterly
swept out of existence.
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IN spite of the enormous quantity of cheap
feed in the country The Commercial is in-
formed that the cattle exporting firm of Gor-
don & Ironside have purchased about 2,000
head of young cattle ir Manitoba this season,
which they have sent west to the range coun-
try. This does scem peculiar. Here wo
have more feed grain than we know what
to do with, yet farmers have been disposing
of their young stock in an tnfinished state.
The animals sent west were mostly too young
to export, though some were old enough, buc
too lean to make profitable shippers. The
firm mentioned were not anxious to buy this
class of cattle, but thoy were often obliged to
take them when purchasing shipping stock.
The sale of such animals certainly represents
a loss to the farmer, It is said that there is
more money in finishing an animal for the
morket than in raising it. Certsinly with
feed so abundant and cheap as it is in Mani-
toba this year, it would have been far more
proﬁtab}e to have fattened up theso animals



