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would bo a great thing for the conntry. The
largo sums of money aunnually sent away for
twino would then boe kept in the province, snd
would go into tho pockets of the prod of
tho raw matorial and the manufacturers of the
twino. Flax has beon much talked about as
a moterial for the manufacture of binder twine,
but flax fibre has not proved a success for this
purpose.  Thore scoms to bo nothing known
which will answor so well as wanilla, sisal
standing second and jato third. It is just
posaible that there may be someo plant indi-
genous in Manitobs, which would make good
binder twine, and at the same time be sucoep-
tible to successful oultivation  For this
purpose we require s plant not only valuable
in fibre, but ono as well which could be onl.
tivated to advantage by our farmers. If thero
is such a plan® in tho country, it is to bo hoped
it will bo discovered spcedily. ‘Tho Com-
mor:ial has recently recoived a sample of a
fibrous plant from John N. Mouat, of Rounth
waite, in this province. Thegonder states that
it is & native plant which he thought might be
valuable for making binder twine, and he
accordingly sent it to this offico, Wo have
forwarded a portion of tho samnplo east for
an opinion a8 to its valne. Any person who
may be a judge of twine fibro, can see & speoi-
men at this offize, Tho fibre is long and very
fine and possesses wonderfal strength., We
hope somethiog will come of this discovery.

New winter wheat is being sold as low as
50 cents por bushel in Ontario country mar.
kets, At this price we fanoy we can almost
hear the farmers of that region howl, and there
must be great weeping and wailing and goash-
ing of teeth among them. Hero in Manitoba,
owing to the superior quality of our wheat, the
farmers will receive almost as much for their
graio as is paid the farmers of the east. Not.
withstanding higher froight rates from the
weat, it is evident there is not so much differ-
ence in prices paid to farmers, as most people
imagine. Ia fact Muni‘oba farmers really have
the advautage, as with their cheaper land, light
vost of fortilizing, etc., they can grow grain
orops at a considerably less cost than canm be
done in Ontario.

THE latest strike to disturb tho commercial
and industrial situation in the United States is
at New Bedford, Masaachusetts, an important
textilo manufacturing centre, About 11,000
operatives are said to be idle.  The frequency
of strikes this yearis the outcome of close
times and low prices. Manufacturers find it
abaolutely y to reduce exp to meet
the new condition of things, and employees
naturally reaist any proposed changes in the
established order of prices, Many more strikes
may be looked for before the commerocial situa-
tion becomes evened op again. If thera were
some recognized way of adjusting theso disputes
by acbitration, a great loss to both capital and
Iabor would be obviated.

Tue frequercy with which disasters ocoar
from lightning at this season of the year, ren-
der the question of protection from lightning
particularly interesting, The United States

Agricultural Dopartment has recently publish.
od a pamphlet on the subjeot. Tho pamphlet
says thatin many cases lightning rods are so
carclossly placed on buildinge as to bo more
likely to lead a ourrent of elvotricity into a
bullding than to divertdt to the ground.. Tho
dopartmont, however, earncstly advises the ¢
uge of rods, properly arrnged. Tho use of
good iron or coppor conductors is advised,
with the earth plates buried in damp carth or
running water. Chain or link couduotors
should not bo uzed. Altogether a very good
cage in mado out for lightning rods, and it

cents per hundrod weight and the latter of 3
~ents per hundred wel,
levies more than twice tho tax imposed by
Spain, while Italy and QGermany placc &
heavior duty on oats than on barley,

t on barley. Portugal

Ia tho caso of France all kinds of grain and

flour of oxtra-European origin, but imported
from Europsau entrepots ars required to pay

ho specifiod duties with o surtax ‘equivaleat to

35 cents per hundredwoight ian addition. In
Turkey thoro is maintained an ad va'orem duty
of 8 per cent, on corn, ‘?raln. pulso and fléur
aud meal of all kinds, wh

artioles aro taxed 8% por cent. ad valorem.

te in Balgaria those

INPORT DUTIES ON BARLYY AND OATS IN EUROMRAN
COUNTAIES.
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For several yoars the question of dovoloping
and utilizing the water power of the Asdini.
boine river at Wiunipeg lins been uader discus-?
ion. ‘Two propoals for the construction of the
works are now before the city oouncil. Now
‘another undertaking has been propased for
supplying power to the oity from another
source than that of the Assiniboine river.
Last year a company was formed to undertake
the harnessiog of the grand water-power at
the outlet of the Lake of tho Woods. Thiscom-
pany is incorporated as the Keewatin Power
Co. The company has expended a large sum
in constructing the necessary works and itis
expected the works will be completed early
next year. Tho works are beiag constructed
in & most substautial menuer of granite masun-
ry and goon oue of the finest water powers on
the continent will be ready for operation. It
is now proposed to transmit this power to
Winnipeg by eloctcioity. At tho last meeting
of the Winnipeg City council a communicatioa
was read from John Mather, of the Keowatin
Power Company, proposing that the oity
should wait four months before entering into
any ocontract for the supply of power. At the
end of this time the Keewatin Power Company
would be in a position to make a proposal for
sopplying the city with from 5,000 to 50,000
horse power by transmission from their works
at the Lake of the Woods. Tho company de-
sire this time to investigito the systems of

transmisaion of electric power, and will then

make a proposal which they beliove will be

satisfactory to the oity. This proposal from

the Keewatin Power Co. will likely delay for

the present any further action upon tho pro-

goasl‘ rogarding the development of the Assini.
oine water power hore.

Foreign Duties on Oats and Barlsy

The import duties imposed on oats and barley
by differont countries is shown in the accom.

auyiog table, which gives the amounts of
gntiee imposed reduced to an approximatlon of
decimal monoy.

Five Earopeau countries admit these cereals
freo, as does the United Kingdom. Sweden
and Norway allow the Importation of oats free
of duty, but the former imposes a tax of 17

region of its production.

Fing Winter Wheat.

It may intorest our fricnds abroad, who are
talking United States flour out of tiie foreign
trade, to know that millers of this country have

commenced grinding on the fluest ofop of win-

ter wheat this country has produced for yeara,

Competitors must produce something extraordi-
nary, indeed, tooutdo American millers this

year, aud wa have littlo confidence in their
assertions to that effect. The hard winter
wheat harvested in Kansas, Missourl, Nebraska,

and Oklahoms, has never been surpassed in

flour makiog qualitivs in this country, and the
red winter variety is excellunt throughout the
There will be leas
effort required this year to produce high grades
and to maintain their uniformity than during
the year previous is apparont to anyone who
has inspeoted the acceptable millicg grades of
winter wheat now coming to the winter whoat
markets of the country. ~ Besides, millers will
not grind low grade wheat this season. It is
worth more for feed than to mill, and as a con.
sequence only the finest grain will go to the
mi?la. This statement may not be accepted at
once by foreign buyers, but they will scon be
forced to admit its truthfulness, add we suggest
that the foreign millers who are ﬁhuulng to
drive us out of the export trade will find it 2n
ap-hill job as long as they mill grain no batter
ia grade than farmers feed their live stoock.—
Produce Exchange Reporter.

’ 2n8
A Prune Man’s Opinion.

Giho Kabiglio, son of Salamon Kabigtio of
Trieste, Australia, packer of the “Atlas”
brand of prunes, was in Toronto a few days
last week, This is his second visit to Canada,
having bewn here in July last year. Mr.
Kabiglio isa young man of fine appearance
and an interesting conversationalist.

A feature of the prune trade he said isthoal-
most total absence of demand for cask prunes, !
the consumption being almost entirely for the -
larger sized fruit prepared and. packed in boxes.

rices for first shipment are lower than for

the corresponding sbipment last year, Thir -

is duo chiefly to the falling off in the demond "

from the United States. The deamnd from
that country bas fallen off a great deal of late :
years, principally on account of the develop:
ment ot the prane industry in California. Is .

. what we called tho good years, say four or five :

years ago, the United States took abou¢ 200,
000 boxes of our prunes annually, while last ™
year they only took 25,000 boxes, k

]gr. bigloi left for the west Friday night, 3
—Grocer, R



