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Bribery of Architects.

The March numnber of the Ruilding Budget
contains a very pointed editorial on the subject
of this article. We join in echoing the protests
against the bancful custom for such it is.
Bribery m any form 18 rewugnized in the swin?
canons as a prosctibed and heinous offence
against the moral law. It is a monster of in-
iquity stalking forth from its hauntsin the pur-
hieus of vice, castiug the shadow of its hateful
and recking visage across the paths of states-
men, legislators, jurwsts, representatives of com-
merce, members of all the professions, in fact
across the path of any sacred duty in life. Oue
of its most common forn.s, is in the shape of
disbonorablo offers from misgaided manufactu,-
crs and dealers in building material to archi-
tects to accept commissions for the considera-
tion of introducing and uzing their wares. It
is but charitable to suy that many firms are
ignorant of anything dishonorable since it isa
common act of trade to pay commissions to the
middle man, againat which the honorab'e azchi.
teets are making vigorues and indignant pro-
tests through the columns of professional
journals,

In commenting on the mattec the Budget
says: *It is not unficquent even in theee days,
after there has been so much said against the
practice to hear of some finm who will tender
the aichitect a cousideration or at least suggest
it as an inducement to make use of his material.
The houorable architect reyects it, and treasures
up in his heart a warm and healthy grudge
agaiust the man whko has considered him vul-
nerable to a Lribe. The dealer who offers it,
wot viewing the act upon the same moral level,
imagines the cold repulse given his offer be-
tokens the fact that he dad not bid high enough,
aud that some rival firm had raised himn out of
the sale.

So long as there is trade and commerce there
wil! be discounts and a sliding scale of prices
guaged to the amount of the demand, and the
cource of the demand proceeds from. That av-
chitects should he able to control discounts is
but just and right, but on'y to the benefit of
their clients. If these firms who are so ready
to induce sales by the offers of questionable
commiesions, woenld change their tacties so far
as to publicly state U1t sales mede throngl an
architect wouid receive a discount of 2 certain
per centage, o cliend would undeistand that his
architent’s influence extended to that peint that
he imdividually, was not able to reach ia the
item of coste; and the quality and finish of
goads being equal, the architect could congra-
tulate himsclf that he was instrunrental iu pro-
decing work for an amount that none bat those
of his profcasion could coutrol, while the mate-
1ial man who has discounts to make could do
so through the proper channel and to the legi-
ti uate party to reccive it.”

The above is thoughtiul, timely and macti-
¢, all of whicl we echo with lusty endeavor.
Nv profession is more honorable than that of
which we write, and o preserve a good uame
unsullied fiom the charges of venality should
Lo the pride and determination of 11 its mem-
bers.  Unfortauately the mather re'ative posi-
tion the profession suslaing in society--always

between opposing interests—bohooves it to Lo
wary and active in cnjoiniug strict honesty on
the part of its membors, thus silencing the cor-
moraats in the material trade, whow it is to be
hoped are few and will take all timoly hints
with seewly geace. — Northrwestern Arehitect and
Improcement Becord,

The Gocoa Plant,

Jamaica exports annually 6,000,000 cocoanuts,
of the value of $100,000. These nuts ave chiefly
exported in a green state and are utilized in
the United States for making desiccated cocoa-
uut and vavious concerves. At the Jamaica
exhibit of the New Orleans Exposition there
are shown the nut in 21l stages, from those just
forming to the matured state. There ave also
shown tre nuts just sprouting in the young
plant up to cocoanut palns several feet high.
The fibre of the nunk is exhibited in the raw
state, znd its uses itlustrated by hats,
brushes, ropes, ete. ‘The flesh of the nut is
shown dried o8 ** Copra,” wade into cocoanut
oil, the residual puonac or cocoanut cake, and
lastly in the desiccated and preserved state, as
used in the United States, The small cocoannt
shells are shown made into ornamental cups,
The timber is saown in the rough, asalso
worked into boxes and toys. Allogether, this
exhibit of the cconomic productions of the
cocoannt pahn is most complete of its kind and
is visited by scores of persons, who now leain
for the fisst time wnat the cocoanul palm is
and what are its various uses in the arts and
sciences,.—New Orlcans Times Democrat.
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Recent Legal Decisions.

CORPORATE ASSETS — SUBSCRIPTIONS — UN-
raip Bataaces—In the case of Eppright vs,
Brown, decided on the 9th ult,, the Suprene
Court of Missouri held that unpaid balances
upon stock subscriptions were corporate assets
and were assignable.

CONSIGNMENT — ACCOUNT STATED.—Where
gootls consigned to a commission merchant are
sold and a statcment of the sales with an or-
der on a third person to balance the account, is
sent to the consignor, he is bound by the ac-
count rendered as by an account stated, unless
within a veasonable time he notities the consig-
nee that he objects.  So held by the Supteme
Court of New tlampshire in vhe cascof Austin
vs. Ricker.

ParTSERSHIP— REAL BsTATE—DEnTs. « Keal
cstate purchased for purtnership purposes and
paid for with partneiship funds become part-
nevship property, and the widow of a deceased
partuer cannot claim dower until the partner-
ship debts have been paid and the rights of
the partuership estate detevmined, uccording to
hie deciston of the Kentucky Court of Appeals
in the case of Bowler et zl. vs. Blair, decided
March 7.

Cuatrel, MorTGAGE- INTERSTATE VALIDITY.
—In the casc of Ramacy vs. Glenn the Kansar
Supreme Court recently held that a chastel
morigage cxceuted in Missouri, ond valid by
the law of that state would Lo valid as between
the parlics in Kansas, and that were the pro-
perty covered by tho mortgage was removed

T —
by the mortgagor to the latcer state the pgs

gageo might follow the property and takep,
session of the samo under the teums (,f
mortgage.

STATUTE OF FRAUDS —ORIGINAL Proyyy .
Where the employer of 4 person who wishegs
prucure gouds on crcdit from a deal - 1y o
had Dbeen refused, told the dealer to let his . IR
ployce have the goodsand that heweuly JB
the Vill paid, the Supreme Court of 5
held that such promise on the part o1, N
ployer was an original undertaking and y
agreement to answer for the debt or dify, 3
another within the meaning of the statyyy I
frauds, Maddox ve. Pierce ct al, dop 08
March 11,

Insonraxce Poricy — FALSE Sweany,
Where a policy of insurance provides thay B
false swearing or attempt at fraud, “or 1j 1.8
shall appear any fraud iu the claim Ly
swearing or otherwise,” shall avoid sucy o
the compauy, in o:der to avail itself of thee
fence, must show tha: the asswed kuowirs
and intentionally swore falsely orsaid s
that which it clamed to be fraudulent g1
by the Supreme Court of Georgia in the and
the Watertown Fire Inswrance Compan i
Grehaw, decided March 17.—DBradstrees

A Chapter for Clerks.

A great many sermons have beun pras ‘
about the way to fortrne and ulyn @
wethods whereby business saccess my iR
achicved. Is not success in life largely &y, f
ent upon coireet ideas regarding the o
methods of doing business? If so, shoe'{: {8 %{
sich idcas be obtained when a manis o Ji
threshold of life and not when he s i
dowawa~d slop: and has li*tle energy 4 i
pushing to the fiontand fighting for suprezy il
It is necessary, we say, to make the begies
when a young man is a clerk o scninga: .
ployer in some manner. Business is ad
conducted as it was twenty years ago-org
the backwoods or the loucly prairies o i3
northwest. Theun, a man could buy ansy ;%
goods, pay too much for them, knos=HE
about the quality of the commoditics he bl s
salo, and yet sell goods cnovgh to makeeagld
fast. That can't Dbe douc now. The lafiy
who attempts to carry on busincss afes ol
fashion usually tasts as long as ns capitaits} E H
ont againat the inroads made upon it g
losses made by bad management. Thereige 3 ¢
necessity for tradesmen of this class, Tl
enough young men wino are employed a3
who by pursuing the proper course can (8
themsclves for a highly successful o g
they know how to do it and had wcf
cuongh to go ahead and doit, Firnstcfs
should lcarn as s00n as possible all byt SN
cmployers know-—which may nos le o
sometimes, to be sure, but something. ™
ever expevience their employers have bl SEERE
should get the bendfit of, for what R
there that has as much wisdom as thusRe
schoolmaster.  Tley should leam all i SRR
of human nature affd lifc from the pecjucy
whoni they come in contact cvery day. 1N
only by knowing the natuve of the koo S
mal that one con reach the money that X
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