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week, owing to the approach of the close of the
year, the indecision of opurators as to their
palicy for mining in 1854, tho open weathor.
and *be reluctanco of buyers to toke hold on a
drooping marliet 3 meanwhile coal is § ormore
per ton (nearly 26 per cent.) bigher than in
1870, Petroleum nas dragged tue week with.
ont new feature, waiting for the advent of the
threatened new wells, It closes at 724e., or
je. per batrel Jowor than lnsd week,  Sugu is
down to le per pound ¢ San Francisco and
Le, per pound at Chicago. Wheat hios been in-
flaenerd by the uuexpectedly heavy reccipts
of wheat at western points. IS is ovident that
farmurs ave being forced to teke what they can
get.  Uoncorning the rush of wheat to wavket
in the northwest, a special from St. Paul says:
sThe unprecedentedly heavy movement in the
aorthwest s causing embayrassient through
Jack of idacilities for receiving the grain.
Daluth reported Thursday 3,493,966 busbels in
3 gtore with capacity remaining for not more than
73 about one-third of that amount.  Not less than
% 1,400 carloads ave in transit for that point.
§ E>tra storage will be provided as soon as pos-
3 gible, ond neantime the Manitoba line witl not
5 shipwheat to Dulath but to Minneapolis. Cash
& wheat at New York was weaker Friday, closing
3% at s3¢., atoss of 13c. on the week.  Corn, too,
2 was lower, on the falling-off of demand after
% special deliveries carlier in the week. Cash
% closed at 53¢, a loss of 3¢, Oats are #¢ higher,
~Rat 32, Hog products have been wesker and
prices Jower.  Lard (vefined) closed at 7.30c.,
“¥a lossof 13 points, and spot mess pork closed
Fat 31230, a decline of 25¢. per bariel.  In the
.vgdry goads macket buyers are placing orders
Hwith mreased confidence and sellersare firmer,
< Ebut speculative activity is checked by :eason
-%of the conservative outlook for retail trade.
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“&Cotton goods, uunder inflzence of deereased
%stocks aad higher cost of cotton, show au ad-
~§mucing tendency., Cotton futures have been
“exaited aud fluctuated widely, gaining an im-
portan: advance, and later, uader free selling,
0 reabize fell back o a lower level.  Wool bas
Mheen moving quictly at generaily unchanged
prives. There were 316 fatlures in the United
MStates dering the past week reporied to Brad-
Fetreors, as compared with 296 in the preceding
seck, and with 259, 230 and 165 respectively
n the coniesponding weeks of 1883, 1852 and
$81. About 81 per cent. were those of small
Fimders whose capital was less than £5,000.
nad2 bad 22, a decrease of 12,

Recent Legal Decisions.
ASSUANMENT oF SaLARY—Puniic OFFICER—
ie assignment by a public official of his salary
before it becomes due is contravy to public
dicy 2nd vend, according to the decision of
he Supre, :e Conrt of Califernia ia the case of
0zs va. Dann, Auditor, cte.

E Uartsersnne Fesps — PRIVATE Dents., ~-
Neither an agent ov 2 pactuer has iwplied
uthority to apply partnership funds to the
yment of private debts, according to the de.
fon of the Nuprewre Court of Michigan in the
fasc of Chuse vx. Buhl Iron Works.

B FaLse RerkksestaTioNs—PLEDGE oF Bosns.
- \u indictuent for falso pretences will lio for

falsely and fraudulently reprenciting that cer
tain vailvond bonds are of a certain  value
whereby a sum of money is obtsined on the
pledge thereof, according to the decision of the
Supreme Couct of California in the case of
the People vs, Jovdan.

Awarp — Rty 1o Reorex.—A  promise
made by arbitrators, subsequent to theiraward,
to reopen the avbitrations and to hear other evi-
denco for the unsuceessful party cannot affect
the award, for the reason, according to the
Kentucky Court of Appeals, that the power of
the arbitrators to act in the matter ceases on
ths veturn of the award, Whitlock vs. Ledford,
decided November 29,

Lasprorb AND TENANT -~ AGREEMENT, —
Where there is & contract whereby property is
renred for one year only, coupled with tne far.
ther agrecment that at the expreation of that
year the landlord and tenant shall vegard anew
renting for another year as agreed ou unless
the-e is n previous dissent, a pernitted holding
over by the tenant is an assent of both parties
to the contmet for the first year as the contract
for the second year, and will bind both astinmly
s 17 theve had been a formal contract entered
into for the sccond year. So held Ly the Ken.
tucky Superior Court in the case of Unger vs.
Bamberger, decided on December 1.

CoRPORATIONS: - L1ABILITY OF STOCKHOLDERS.
—Where the charter of a corporation provides
that the corpoiation shall not ivcur irdebted-
ness in excess of a certain amount, neither the
boavd of diveztors nor a majority of the mem-
bers of the corporation can violute this provi-
sion of the charter and make the individual
stockholders liable to them in excess of tae
amount tixed by the charter, according to the
deaision of the Kentucky Court of Appeals in
the case of Haldeman et al. va. Ainslie et al.,
decided on the 20th alt.  In this case a diree-
tor of 2 corporation who had created debts for
the benefis of the corporation in excess of the
amount allowed by the charter, and had
bieen compelled to entisfy the indebtedness thus
created, was beld oot entit’led to contribution
from the stockholders of the corporation,
althoagh it was held that the original credit-
ors wight have vecovered of the stockhold-
ery.

AGREEMENT — ALLOWANCE OF CHARGES—
CovrsTer Craim.—Where the owrer of a quan-
tity of petrolenn delivered it for storage toa
company formed for the purpose of transport.
ing and s’oring such oil, and it was agiced by
the owner and the company that certain 2llow-
ances show'd be made for vvaporation and cer-
tain charges be paid for storage, the Supreme
Court Commission of Ohio held, in an cetion by
the owner against the company. The court
further beld that the conversion of theoi) made
the company liable for its value, subject to all
allowances and chavges agreed nupon in the ve-
ceipts of stosage, and that the owner could not
defeat the right of the company to make such
allowances and charges a counter claim by
bringing his action as one for troverat common
law, The Cow Run Iron {Tank Cowpany
vs. Lchmer, decided December 2.— Lrad-
streel’s,

A Question About Doors,

Of what shall our doors be made? ‘Fee rooms
ave finished with the more common hard woods

ash, cherry, butternut and pine.  The regu-
lation thing is to veneer them with the varicties
of wood conforming with the finish of the
rooms, but such doors are expeunsive, even if
simple in design and give an imp: cssion of
stillness and fornality that is not alwaysagree-
able,  Is it necessary to ivsist wpou this literat
conformity ¥

Well, that depends upon what necessity rests
upon. If we allow a wahogany chair to stand
in the same room with one made of black wal-
mit, or a Wakelicld rattan to lean against a
comrade ciad iu crimson plugh; if a cherry
chimney picee may be near ueighbour to a 10se-
wond piano ar:d ca chony cabinet stand heside
a marble topped table, it is certainly nosin to
haug a pine door to an ash casing. The pre-
judice in favor of making the doers ¢ match ®
the visible wood finish of the rooms in wkich
they »how when they happen to he closed,
scems to have too slender a foundation to be
called a necessity.  Such doors are no bettes,
and it would not he easy to explain why they
should be estecned better in appearruce.

One of the best dous that can be made has a
solid pine fiame-work with panclsof some hand
wood, the latter readily matching the standing
finish if desived, and the pine being compar-
atively free from the terdency to varp or sub-
mit to the weather, which characterizes most
of the harder woods and wakes it unsafe v use
them solid even wheant is pernutted the door
to have both sides alike.  Since the advent of
porticres the doors ave of luss importance than
formerly, and iu the case of sliding doors that
are only closed on uw ceping occasiung, ot when
the house has gone to slecp, it isa waste of
resources 1o make them auything but severely
plain aud plainly useful.  The chief duty of o
sliding door is to stide, aud whatever interferes
with this sepatation, as wuch caborale work is
apt to do, isa mistake and a blemish.—TAe
Builder.
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The Nicaraguan Canal.

William L Meny, unc of the chict promot-
ers of the Nicaragnan Canel schamne, gives tome

intevesting  facts not herctofore generally
kuown. Merry, with Rear-Admiral Anuuen

and Civil-Enginecr Moneceat, had obtained con-
cessions from five Central Awmerican Republics
to construct a canal, by which said Republics
gearantced 3 per cent. yearly on §53,000,000,
provided Meryy and his associates could obtain
a similac guarantee on §22,000,000 additional
required, either fram the United States or by
other means, About two ycors ago Anmmen
went to Washington and saw Frelinghuysen.
The lattes stoted that tic Government couvid
not countenance a private enterprise, as the
State Deparvnent was negotiating with  the
Republics with a similac objeet in view for the
United States Government. Merry and his
associates did not lose courage, but succeeded
in getting backing of New York and San
Francisco capital, and Ammen as President of
the company was in the very act of signiog the
agreement with a construction syndicate when



