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dealer, and Is generally recognized as
such, and for the purposes of the Win-
nipeg by-law he Is therefore a tran-
sient trader, and should be treated as
such.

EPECULATION IN LANDC

Now it is French capital that is to
come to Canada for investment. A
French gentleman has stated at Mont-
renl that he is here In the interest of
French capitulists, who will invest
several million dollars in Canada. Un-
fortunately, according to the state-
ments of this gentleman, this capital
is not io be Invested in legitimate In-
dustrial, mining or commercial Inter-
ests, or in anything which will tend
to bulld up or develop the natural re-
sources of the country. It is to be in-
vested in vestern lands. The gentle-
man innocently relates how French
capitalists had heard about “the pos-
sibilities” for investment in Canadian
lands. How varlous companies were
buying up these lands and reselling
them to settlers at good profits. The
French capitalists have decided to
take a hand In this speculative busi-
ness. They will, we are told, form a
with a caplital of $2,000,000,
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NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS.
Thursday next being Thanksgiving
by, and a public hodday, printing
perutions on  The Commercial will
pmmence on Wednesda, Advertis-
s desiring to change their announce-
hents are requested to send In copy
bt later than Wednesday noon.

ansient trading case ..
An Interesting case was argued ot
e Winnlpeg police court last week
juder the transient traders by-law re-
ntly passed by the city council. The
Jommercial of last week briefiy noted
e result of the matter, but did not
jite the circumstances. An Ontario
bole dealer was charged with breach
the by-law for having peddled o
r of apples among the retall trade
the city. The prosecutor. was the
feistant city license inspector. The
fosecution case rested upon whether
e defendant was a translent trader
ithin the meaning of the law. The
fence contended that as farmers
jere  expressly  excluded from the
peration of the act, and are under the
iy charter free to sell thelr produce
b (he Wtreet or to whomsoever they
jill, and as the defendant is a farm-
, he should thevefore be exempt
jom the license tax.

pmplaint heie for years that every
Il & number indi-

itted to come in from the east and
ithout unmhﬂu. a cent
e revenues of the city, walk off with
goodly share of the ¢
usiess in fruit and other
e not making any apol
froiesale fruft trade

m for the privilege of
# in the ¢ity. In the case of this
1. whatever Interest he may have
Ontarle farm property, does not al-
pr ‘he fact that he Is also an apple

for the purchase of lands in Northern
Alberta.

It Is very unfortunate that the
vast source of national wealth con-
tained in the public domain has been
administered in such a way as to
make vast speculative operations of
this nature possible. The greatest pro.
perty that a nation could possess the
people of Canada owned in the vast
area of fertile Jands In the west. This
vast national asset has been so ad-
ministered that its value has been to a
great extent lost to the nation. By
maladministration, vast areas of the
best portions of this public domain
have been allowed to pass Into the
hands of corporations, who proceed to
tax the people who undertake to de-
velop these lands and make them pro-
ductive and of real value. If we had
had a good system of administration
of the crown lands, this great specula-
tive evil would never have been pos-

The only argument which can be
advanced In favor of these land com-
panies is, that they will work to bring
in settlers. This is at best a very poor
argument, We ought to be able to
obtain the settlers without the aid of
these companies. These numerons
land corporations which have come
Into existence within the last year or
two, have not been formed for the
purpose of bringing in settlers. They
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gire it real value. The’evil effects of
the present speculative movement In
our western lands are already becom-
ing apparent. The cost of the land
to the actual settler has been Jdoubled,
and in some sections trebled, as a re-
sult of this speculative movement.
The land corporations, of course, reap
the profit. In some of the older sec-
tions farms which were occupled one
Or two years ago, are now vacant.
While the new land corporations of
large capital have been buying up
large blocks of land In the compara-
tively unsettled dlltrlcln there has
been on a
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Supe: lor points, and that the Canadian
Pacific Rallway not bouud In any
way to meet the cut. The position of
the Portage board Is certainly logical.
It is greatly to be desired that the
Canadian Pacific Rallway management
will decide at an early date to reduce
the grain rate to correspond with that
charged by the Canadian Northern
Rallway. The double rate is a matter
of considerahle annoyance to grain
men, in handling their busines:z. It is
also workiag an injury to certain
towns along the Canadian Pacific Rail-
way lines, which are situated close to

smaller scale in the pur\'hnlc of indi-
vidual holdings in the older settled
districts. In some cases farmers have
been induced to sell out, thinking they
were making a good profit on the
land, and some of these places are
now vacant as a result of their hav-
Ing passed into tiue hands of specula-
tors. It Is not necessary to go many
miles from Winnipeg to find vacant
farms, which have been made vacant
by the present speculative movement.
Within a few days a land concern in
Winnipeg has had a man out making
a systematic canvi from one farm
to another to find farmers who were
willing to dispose of their land. This
is one phase of the land movement
which is proving Injurious to the
country.

It is ridiculous to say that with our
vast and rich resources in land, we
could not get settlers without the land
corporations. By allowing the lands
to pass into the hands of corporations,
we have simply enabled these landed
proprietors to place additional bur-
dens on the new settler. The more
the actual settler has to pay for the
land, the less he will have wherewith
to buy implements and provisions, and
other things necessary to enable him
to go on and develop his property.

With the experience we have now
had, It is to be hoped that not another
acre of the public domain will be dis-
sipated In this way. With a wise ad-
ministration of the public lands from
the start, who will say that we might
not have bullt our roads and railways
and carrled out other improvements

points on the Canadian
Northern Rallway. The lower freight
rate frova points on the latter road en-
ables the grain buyers at such points
to pay more for wheat than can be
paid by buyers at Canadian Pacific
Rallway points. Thus trade naturally
tributary to some Canadian Pacific
Rallway points is drawn to Canadian
Northern Rallway points, much to the
Aisgust of merchants at the former
places.

It is quite proper for the Winnipeg
board of trade or any other organiza-
tion or private individuals to use their
best efforts to try and Induce the Cana-
dian Pacific Rallway to meet the
Canadian Northern Rallway rate. At
the same time, it the Canadian Pacific
Rallway management fail to be in-
duced, we have no reason to say nasty
things about the company. The people
of Manitoba bought this rate from the
Canadlan Northern Rallway. We re-
jected the proposal from the Canadian
Pacific Rallway Company for the sam
rate. We pald our money and took our
cholce. If the result has not proed
as satisfactory to the people as we
expected, we have only to remember
that it 1s our own bargain, which has
led to the present situation.

The Winnipeg board does uot, it
may be stated, clalm that the Cana-
dlan Paclfic Rallway should reduce
the rate on wheat simply on the
ground that the other Lake Superior
line is giving a lower rate. The board
has always maintained that the rates
are too high, and to this extent it can
te lower rates, re-

on the strength of the asset
represented by the crown lands ?

PROBLEM OF WHEAT RATES.

‘The Portage la Prairle board of
trade does not agree with the Winni-
peg  board that “the charging

by the Canadian Pacific Rallway of a

higher rate than that of the Canadian
Northern Rallway is a gross injustice
to the people along the lines of the
former company.” This, of course, re-
fers to the wheat rate, which is 2
cents per 100 1bs, lower on the Cana-
dlan Northern Rallway than from
Canadian Paclfic Rallway points. At
the meeting of the Portage board, the
states, It was
maintained “that it was not logical to
ask the Canadlan Pacific Rail-
way ~to reduce the rate on
wheat to the same rates as that given
by the Canadian Northern Rallway.
The latter corporation had made a bar-
galn with the government, and had re-
celved a huge consideration for any
reductions they might give, and In
keeping to thelr old rates the Canadian
Pacific  Rallway was doing
as any business concern might do—
particularly when they can get more
wheat to haul than hey can carry, not-
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rate.” Briefly, the Portage board
points out thal the Canadian

price by the people of Manitoba to
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wardless of the Canadlan Northern
Rallway contract. The board also
protested against the ratifying of that
contract. During the discussion of
this matter at the board meeting, Mr.
Georgeson made one good point which
it might be well for the Canadian Pa-
cific Rallway management to consider
carefully. He pointed out that while
the Canadlan Pacific Rallway has all
the business at the present time which
it can handle, the present policy may
asgist In permanently building up
Canadian Northern Rallway polnts, to
the detriment of Canadian Pacifie
Raflway interests in the future.

It it were not such a serious mat-
ter, the present situation regarding
grain freight rates in Manitoba might
be characterized as amusing. Tt Is
quite true the Canadian Pacific Rail-

‘way people have what might be vul-

warly called the laugh on us, and if
they persist in rubbing it in, it would
only be following the course of ordin-
ary human nature for them to do so.

The Pacific Packing & Navl; llon
Company has e
,000 cases of Alaska ulmon to the
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