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THE WELL OF SAINT JOIIN.*

“'Phere i plenty of rvom for two §n hiere,
Within tho steepr tunnel of old gray etoney

Aud the well 1s so dark, aud the spring so clear,
It i3 qnito unsafe to go down alone,

** 1t is perfectly xafe, dopend upon it,

For a glel who can count the steps, liko i ;
Anldif cever [ eaw dear mother » honnet,

1t » thero on the hill by the old ash tree.”

** Thero fs nobady but Rees Monean's cow
Watching tho dusk on the ttlk-white eea.
Lis the timo and the place for o Hfeslong vow.

Suel aa 1 owo you, aml you owe me.”

s Uh, Willie, how can I, in this dark well?
1 shall drupe the brown pltcher, §F you let g
Phe Yong roof {« murmuring liko a xen-shell,
Aud tho shadows nro shdideriug to and frv.”

“ I the sound of the o'b in Newton Bay
Quickens the spring ne the tile grows Jeas,
Even ns tho true love Hows alway
Lounter the floud of the world's succas.”

** Phere s no other way fur love to low §
Whenover it springs in 8 womnn s Lreast,

‘I'o the home of its own heart it must go,
Aud i contrary to all the rest.”

**Then till tho sweet cup of your hanud, my love,
Aud pledge o your matden faith thercon,
By the touch of ¢ho lettered stone above,
N And the holy water of St. John"

" Ui, what shall T n:\i T My heart dvvps low ,
My tingers are cold, and my hand too flat.
Tn Lave to be measured by handfuls so?
And you know that I live you—without that.’

'I'hey stoaped in the gleam of the faint light, over
The print of themselves on the limpid gloom ;

Aud she hfted hier fall paln tonwand her lover,
With hier lipe prejared for the words of doom.

But the warin heart rose, and the ¢oll haud felt,
And the pledge ot her faith sprang, sweet and Jar,
Fruom a holier source than the old eaint™ well,
From the never-ebbing tile of love—a tear.

R D Brsexsone, in Harper's Magazine for Uecember.
® Tho old well ot Samt Juhn, 1 the parish of Newtun Nottage, Glamungaushire, has
a tide of Ita own, whith Is generally believad to run counter to that of the sea, xome
Lalf-mile away, Moro ecareful olservation shows that the contraricty i4 less exact, though
still sufficient to support its veputation, and gives zest to the cold prellucid draught,
- Estus utriquo est
Continuy motu refluny, tamen ordine dispar.™
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CANADA'S MILITARY STATUS.
No. V.
* Reading thv events on-the political horizon which. so far as man’s fomsi%ht
at

.can discaérn, must transpiro in courso of time, we find that in tho decade t

follows tho casting aside by Canada of her leading strings, tho Maritime
Provinces will have formed a political union and seceded from the nation,
again proforring to don the cast-off rags of coloninlisin than romain a part

.and parcel of a country largely peoplod with an alien raco, and with the
_.great bulk of its commercial lifo running in entiroly different channels. In
tho meantime a free intorchange of commodities will have beon: established

botweaqn tho whole of Canada and the TTnited States. Democracy will now
bg spreading in the new-horn nation with wmarvellous rapidity. By 1950 a

" siow goneration will have ariscn on the soil. The great North-West will bo

luxuriantly yielding the treasures of its rich and riant glebo to the myriads
of immigrants who have come over from congested Europo; millions of Ca-
nadians will havo crossed tho horder {o the enjoyment of republican rule,
and the peoples of the two nations will have become of one blood and of
ono mind ; the Quebee ITrench will have adopted moro liberal viows and
abandoned tho idea of hoisting the Fleur-delis over a colony of Francoe ; a
sentimont growing year by year will have ripened into fruit, and a hundred
nillion poople will have butst asunder tho barriors that have kept them
soparate for a century and a half aud uaite under ono flag—the emblom of tho
American nation. The hope expressad from the throne in 1859, that Her
Majesty's dominions in North America might ultimately bo peoplod in an
unbroken chain from the Atlantic to the Pacific, by a loyal and industrious
population of subjects of the British erown will thus-be rudely shattered
This, it is claimed, is the natural courso of cvents. Iloforo the last link
in this chain is forged, howsver, 1nternational complications may ariso that
will necessitato a resort to amnns.  \Vithout wishing to bo regarded as peasi-
migtic in my views, 1 will veators to assert that unless there is a radieal
chango in Canada's military regime such a struggle would be a mero war of
oxtermination, so far as the northern country is concerned. At the present

‘ moment, no less than 200,000 trained Canadian wmilitia, in sddition to

British regulars, could L.ope tu withstand an onslaught by the United States
And overy year would make it harder for (*anada, and easjer for tho Repub-
lic. Even if ¢ the golden link of the crown” was still intact at tho da*e of
tho conflict, it would, of nocessity, be a holiday task for the American
legions to capturo the “ Premier Colony,"” if no greater opposition could be
made than now. It is + very crrooeous idea that prevails minong thoe colon
iste, that they can affurd tu put on a fow frills, because of their connection
with England. If the .\mericans desired to ruln the continental roost, the
conceit would soon be taken out of thia fanciful flight, Whatever agoncics
England could bring o bear would only sharpen tho enorgics of tho Américan

forcos, without visibly damponing theit ardor. Tho want of a navy would
be felt by the Amoricuns, there is no doubt, but in the ond, tho wisdom of
the Monroe doctriue would bo heartily viudieated. In tho oveut of an inva-
| sion suporinduced by a disputo with Groat Britain, wiich tho Canadians
themsolves had no hand in Lringing about, it is but natural to presumo that
England would do what sho could for the colony. But under any circum-
| stances, the Canadinn militia would bo thoe ohiof rolinnce, espooially in evory
y oporation on their own ground.  England might provide arms, woney, ammu-
| nition—all of grent value ; Lut mon aro what count in the long ran. It has
t beon said that war is now so much a mattor of ingoenuity in the uso of artil-
{ lory, oxplosives, and all tho modoern applicuces of ficld and sea, that the
| quality of tho soldiors 13 of small importanco, If this had been so, would
] Abu Klea and Tel-ol-Kobir bio inscribed on Dritish stondards?  Emphati-
{ eally, no.
! In population, tho Aumwricans aro to the Cavadians as twelve to one.
| Now York State nlone contuns as many poeople as the whole Dominion,
{ Could Englnud equalize these conditions in time of war? Not vory woll,
t aven with the most unstinted pouring out of hor coffors, ‘Thoe only hopo of
) Conada 1educing the disparity, and placing horself on o somowhat oqual
{ footing with 8o poworful an onomy-‘-—l!or an onemy thoy ave cortainly liable
|to becomo—lies in tho possession of a standing army, a sound militia
| 8ystom, a sturdy floot of warships on her inland waters, and strongly forti-
{ fied works on those portions of hor frontier most open to prodatory assaults,
| It may bo urged, that to adopt such a courso would bo to overwhelm the
i stato with debt.  Those who are acquaintod with Canada's finances aro well
| aware that her liabilities are rolling up at a starthing rate, now amounting in
| round numbers, to threo hundred millions. Oun the face of it, these figures
| itply unparalleled extravaganco somowhore, and vory forcibly lead to the
| impression that the Donunlon execative 18 doing its best to outstrip the
| Shoh in prodigality. But it is au open question, whother it would not beto
j the advantage of Canadn to boin a position to protect hor interests at all
| hazards. That hor foreign credit would be improved by such a course goos
] without saying, a_country unable to protect itself from oxternsl encronch-
| monts not proaonting sn attractivo field for investmont. Whon tho Fronch
| ruled Canada, tho country was virtually a military settloment ; overy habi-
1 tant a soldier, and forced to do tho bidding of his foudal lord. DBut sinco
i Wolfe's dozzling charge on tho Heights ot Abraham gawed for Britain the
dominion of a continent, the military discipline of the country has heon got-
ting moro and moro lax., The tumultuous cleons of tho kour do not coem
I to soe tho droad possibilities that confront the Dominion ; thoy do not appear
I to realizo that Canada and the United States may bo sot by the ears at any
mwomwont. Rainbows of peace aro highly desirable, but thoy canuct be
oxpected to e of a perennial charactor. .
| At prosent, nino-tenths of Canada’s frontier is assailablo. T.ake Michi-
| gan, with all the advautages of the groat wostern entropot at its command,
~ould, in a timo of war, bo of tromendous strategical importance, and of
much more valuo to tho United States than Huron is to Canada. Quabec, tho
key of tho Dominion, might bo captured. without a great deal of difficulty.
It is true, 1t was here that Arnold, after his amazing warch and perilous
journey by tho Kennebee and Chaudiero—and daring, dashing Montgomery,
were mowed down by morciless grapo, in attempting io carry tho citadel by
an escalade. The times havo changed, however, and Queboc is' not what it
onco was. Montronl is probably moro opoen to attack from the American
frontier than any other Canadian city. Amecrican battalions could bo
thrown into it with the greatest easo by omploying the several railway lines
running into it from United States territory, and oporated by -American cor-
porativns.  The city, too, iz poorly defendcd, and could bo readily taken by
a gpirited and resoluto attack. Perhaps, Canada’s best guaranteo of exomp-
tion from maurauding sallies would Lo in the establishment of a completo
raval supremacy on hor lakes and rivers, forming, as they do; tho mostacces-
sible ronds for invaders. A well organized fleot, ably supported on land,
would ensure a comparativo safoty, and give the country some right to rogard
itself as a manly being, rather than a languid infant sucking at the heart of
Britain. Of courso, Canada has not the powoer at -present; oven if she had
the will and the.meuns, to build and equip a flotilla, owing to the law that
prevents a colony equipping ships of war in tiwnes of peice.  But theso
dufficulties wight bo overcome, oven-whiloe Canada wears the insignia of a
grovelling dopendency, and continues to worship tho rising sun.  When sho
throws off her volonisl eloak, the powor wiil certainly bo hors, and the wis-
dom of pursuing such a courso will then be clearly appavent,

From a wilit:ry point of viow, Canada was wezkened to an incaleulablo
oxtont by what Lord Palmerston delighted to call the ¢ Ashburton capitula-
tion.” Canadiaus feel vory strongly on this matter, or ratheron what thoy
regard as an ¢ unjustifiable sacrifice, and do not hesitate to pronounce it tho
acma of chucklo-headed imperial diplomacy. Cutting the heart out of Now
Brunawick was bad enough, they contend,froim commorcial rcasons. But
this, arguo the Canadiabs, might have Leen- tolerated, had not the treaty
awopt from tho grasp of Britain some of tho: most valuable strategical sites
on the frontior of her North Amorican possessions. In'the seven-million
acres ceded to tho United States by “this piece of clever political cozonage, as
tho colonials would term it, is a tract on the'northern boundary overlooking
the St. Tawrence, the highway of Sdnadian commerco, which enablos tho
union to placo an army on' tho binks of the Dominion Amazon by a twenty-
four' hours' march from tho boundary lino. Procisoly what valuo this
would bo in war timo is not oasy to forésco; bit tho fact rormins, Tho
“hatoful ” concession also made it ‘necessary “to construct the Intercolonial
milway in tho most round-about faghion, hampering interprovincial trado to
a ruinous degreo; and compolling thé adoption of acirciritous route for the
transportation of troops, when a fow hoirs’ delay dt g critichl momont might

forever cast the Canadian coalition finto t1io lap of tho Auicricin (r)op;b{i{c.
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