THE C

RITIC:

A Macitime Provincial Jonrnal.

DEVOTED

Commerce, Manufacturing,

TO

Mining and Agr_i'oulture.

1.50 PER ANNUM.

SINGLE COPY 5 CT.

CONTENTS OF CURRENT NUMBER.
EDITORIAL NoTxs 1,2
MISORLLANEOUS.
Chit-Cbatand Chuckles....

)

City Chimes ... ..t e e 4
News of the Week .- e e e 4,;3
]

v

Poetry—~The Land of Used-to bio oo v .o e .
A Tusk of Ivory,... . vees B,
Industiial Notes .. 7
Commercial ¢
Market Quotations......
Serial—John Mallison's Chargo
Mln‘lng

Dnuchta—Chec.ft;.a.rs

——

..........................................

Published overy Friday, at 161 Ilollis Stroet, Halifax, Nova Scoita
BY
OCRITIC PUBLISHING COMPANY.

Edited by C. F. FRASER,

Subsoription $1.50 por annum in advance. Single oopies 5 oents.
& SAMPLE COPIES SENT FREE. wg
Remittauces should be made to A. M. FRASER, Busingss Marvaoer.

Tho editar of Tur Criric is responaible far the views expressed in Editorial Nates and
Articles, and for such only : hut the editar i not to b understood a« endorsing the senti-
ments oxprossed in the articles contributed to this journal.  Our réaders aro capablo of
approving or divpproving of any patt of au article or contents of tho paper; and after
exercising duo caro as to what i to appear in our columng, we shall leave the rest to their
inteldiyent judgment.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

Financial matters are attracting public attention in Britain no less than
in America. The fact that Britain has not nearly so much gold in reserve
as several other great powers is seriously commented upon.  This is offset,
howerver, by the fact that the gold in circulation in Rritain exceeds the gold
in circulation in any other country, and although not so readily available in
case of panic as areserve fund, 1t 1s still a matter for satisfaction.

It s reported that Lilivokalani, the new Queen of Hawaii, is in poor
health, and will not probably epjoy her new honors long. Her condition
has been kept a secret, but the fact that the yourg Princess Kainlani, now
at schoo! ‘n England, has been commended 1o return at once to Hawaij,
points to the conclusion that her case is serious. The sovereign of Hawaii
nominsates the successor 10 the throne, and it will be interesting to know
who tbe present Queen will appoint her heir,

Aunother phase of the claims of Portugal, elsewhere 1eferred to, is
presented in the action of the Portuguese Government in lodging a claim
through their minister in London for a rectifi-~tion of the frontiers of Goa,
involving tnc cession of a certain amount ot territory now included in
British 1ndia. This claim is considered petty and unjustifiable Dy the
Foreign Ofiice, and Portugal by making it 1as -ather overreached herself.
Tho irritation caused by this claim mill bs prejudicial to Portugal when the
African claims are being settled.  No doubt 1'crtugal fondly hoped by this
more to induce Britain to give her 2 good deal in order to be rid of ler
pestering.

Beforo the next issue of Tue CriTiC appears the elections will be over,
but unfortunately r.at 1n time for us to obtain tho returns before going to
press, The fight is  close onc, and enthusiasm on both sides is hot. Even
in the schools the boys and girls have become strong partizans and wear
red or bluo ribbons in token of their party. The greator number of them
have a seasible idea of why they take sides, and the girls are quite as well
posted as the boys. A young lady while pioning on her red nbbon a few
days ago was asked if she knew why she was a Tory? “ Yes,” she said,
“ because I doa’t want annexstion.” This shows a better understanding
than that of 2 lady bzlonging to o strong Liberal family, who asked a few
days ago whether Sir John A. Macdonald wasa Grit or a Tory | Fortunately
few ladies make such a deplorable display of ignorance as this, and an
ir.creasing interest in the affairs of state is noticeablo among them.
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‘The inconvenience of transacting business in Foglish money to persons
accustomed to the simpler decimal system i3 frequently apparent. There is
but little hope, however, of the decimal system being adopted, although it is
greatly desired in some parts of Britain. 2Mr, Leng, member of the House
of Commons, recently forwarded to the Chancellor of the Exchequers
nmemorial from the Dundee Chamber of Commerce and numerous merchants,
manufacturers and others of that tows in favor of a decimal system ol coinage,
weights and moasures. In acknowledging the memorial Mr. Goschensaid :
“ I must own frankly for myself that, though I am sensible that powerful
arguments can be put forward in support of the decimal system, I cannot
undertake to recommend its adoption in this country.”

Tt was a triumph that came too late, taat of Mr. Bradlaugh in the House
of Commons a few weeks ago while he lay upon his death bed. The House
at last expunged the resolution of June 22nd, 1880, declaring that Mr.
Bradlangh be ot permiited to take the oath or make an affirmation, but it
is doubtful if the news cver reached the member for Northampton, Ilis
career is a remarkable instance of sound sterling qualilies overcoming
religious prejudices. The action of the House is not to be taken as any
sign of approval of Mr. Bradlaugh’s opiuions, but only that the members
were convinced that he had right on his side in this matter. It will probably
serve as & precedent, so that in futere intolerance and religious tests will
have no weight in keeping a representative of the people from acting in his
full capacity as such. In proof of the high estcem in which Mr. Bradlaugh
was held it is said that in several of the Northampton churches prayers
were offered for his restoration to health on the Sunday before his death
This is testimony to tne character he achieved during his parliamentary,
career.

The news of the Springhill mine explosion, causing the loasof 123 lives,
was received in Halifax last Saturday cvening.  No such extensive calamity
has before oceurred in Nova Scotia ; the Foord Pit and Drumimond Mine
explosions together not causing so many deaths. Tho danger to which our
fellow-men are exposed in the collieries is not often thonght of uuless some
sccident takes place, but then our sympathies are aroused. The desolation
in Springhill can scarcely be imagined. Fifty-five widows mourn their bus-
bands and breadwinners, and 164 children lost their fathers. The work of
burrying the dead began on Tuesday, most of the bodies having been then
recovered.  Doctors from Parrsboro and other places promptly responded
to the call for aid, and clergymen have acted in concert in conducting the
bunal services. Many heart rending scenes occurred at the mouth of the
pit as tae bodies were brought up. Some families lost three or four mem-
bers.  While we cannot lessen the gricf of the bareaved who have lost their
ones in such a sudden and terrible manaer, we can assist in sending the
money called for to reliave their necessities. The cause of the explosion is
nolt) yet known, but the inquest will, it is hoped, tbrow some light on the
subject.

———

In Newfoundlaud the anger against Britain ou account of her half
hearted way of dealing with the French Shore troubles is now further in-
creased by Britain’s refusal to ratify the Newfoundland-American reciprocity
convention, recertly drafted, and which it is alleged Canadsa protested
against to the Colonial Office. This has drawn down upon Canada also the
wrath of the ancicnt colony, which cmbodies in the legislativo address in
treply to tho Governor's specch accusations that Britain is subservient to
party politics in Canada Iord Knutsford, Sccretary of State for the
Colonial Department, in speaking of the matter in the House of Lords on
the 17th inst., stated that it might at some time be possible to secure for
the colony the advantages it desires without prejudicing the interests of the
Empire, and in view of the approaching clections, snd the proposals of
Canadian politicians for a reciprocity treaty with the United States, we can-
not but concur in the putting off of any definite treaty between Newfound.
land and that country. Canada has all along sympathized with the sister
colony in her difficulties, and would not wish an injustice done her in this
matter. It is much t~ be regretted that ill-feeling should spring up between
Newfoundiand and Canada, and we cannot but think the irritation of the
New(oundlanders is too hasty, and that events will prove thatit was better
for Britain not to consent to a convention prejudicial to the interests of so
large a colony as Canada. At the sams time the fact that much excitement
prevails among the people of St. John's over the situation cannot be ignored.
This is not unnatural from their point of view. They think that Canada
has unwarrantably interferred with their negotiations, and resent the success
of this interference most deeply. Explanations will probably in due time
be made by our Government that will teud to a better understanding of the-
questions at issue.



