256

forward in vindication of tho British Naval
Service. ITo has undoubtedly placed tho
blame of its failures nnd disastors where thoy
ought to lie. Tho Board of Admiralty, or
rather what usod to bo the first Lord, usurp.
ing tho funotions of all bis colleagues, had,
in tho peorson of Mr, CitLprns, exercised aue
tocratic sway, Not only did that univeral
geniug, ou his solo responsibility, order the
construction of the famous Monitors, but ho
is also responsiblo for those orders of tho
Admiralty of which Lord C, Pagrtcomplaivs,

A manufacturer himsolf in no way con-
neated with Naval affuivs bo assunied all tho
funclions of the Commander-in.chiof of the
floot, with what resulls Loid C, Pager'g lot-
ter to tho London Zimes will show:

*In requesting you to insert the following
romarks, I am incurring grave responsibility.
1t is no light thing for an admiral who has
Intely commanded one of her Majesty's
fleets to appeal to the publio, but times are
ont o!f joint with the navy whon tho ministor
for that departmeont finds himsolf obliged,
in roplying to tho usual toast at a publio
dinner to speak of the sorvico in apologet o
words, Tho late disastors noed indeed apo.
logy, butis it only for tho servico that ox-
cuses arerequired ? During the last three
yoars wo havo lost ono iron clad with all
hands ; four having been on the rocks, and
though rescued by groat skill, rendered wall
nigh uscless, sinco it is impossible that a
ship weighing 5,000 or 6,000 tons cant bump
upon the ground without soriously shaking
her frame and loosening her armor-plates,
But, worse than oll, many officers of the
highest morit and promisoe are wrecked in
prospects and reputation, and the counatry
1s losing (but let us hope only for the mo-
ment) its confidenco in us. Why is all this.
1 declare my experienco of the officers of
the navy during threo years and on many
trying occasions, was to the effect that they
wero full of zeal, prudence and knowledge of
their duties. I kunow that other command-
ors in chiof will bear tho same testimony.
‘The Admirality actuated by a praiseworthy
desire to economize ono of the most costly
items in the navy (viz. coal), and with a view
to the maintenance of seamanship, issued a
suries of orders restricting tho use of the en-
gine. I cannot but think that it is these
well-intentioned orders that have oontribut
ed mainly to the disasters. The officers of
the navy are a highly sensitive body of men,
and once impressed with the feeling that
consumption of coal is displeasing to the

Admirality, they will run all sorts of risks-

rather than incur tho censure, which has 1
understand, boen freely bestowed on some
who have disregarded their injunctions.
Evory one of these mishaps, may, in my
opinion, be traced to the fatal impressions
conveyed in the Admiralty orders. If the
Caplain had had her ongines in use sho
would havs been luffed to the wind and sav-
ad. Tho Agincourt drifted crab-like on to
the Poarl Kock, because sho had not head.
way enough to stem the current. The Lord
Clyde drifted upon thoe rocks because her
angines wero not ready in time to save hor.
The De¢fence drove from her anchors be-
causo she liad not full power of steam on,
And now wo hear that the Royal Alfred got
aground in Bahama channel bocauso sho had
no steam ready. Theselargo ironclads are
not safe when near tho land or ono another,
or in bad weather without steam power. I
haye reason to believe that the Admitality
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contemplate o rovision of tho orders to
which I'hiave adverted. 1 am cortain that
no measuro will bo more bouneticial to the
navy or advantageous to the country. Mean.
timo it i3 but justice to thie many brave and
distinguished olficors who Liave been ancri-
ficed at tho shrino of falsceconomy, that the
publie should have an opportunity of form.
ing thoir judgment as to tho amount of
blamo which is faivly attributed to them. !

Wo woro always of opinion that those
Ironclads would lurn oul to bo something
liko n tohite Elephant—very good for ghow
uscless for aught olse—and yet tho poople
of England aro infatuated enough to boliove
that a crudo Yunlee dncendion pivated from
the speculative (heories of n seaman (the Iate
Capt. Cowrrn Cours), aro practically as val-
uablo as vessols possessing many times their
mobilily and thoroughly managable.

Built on a fulso principloagainst all known
laws affecting the floatation of moveable and
manngeablo bodies it is ovident they ave nei-
thor fit to act in concert—as ceuisers—nor on
a leashore; nor has the practical ¢ :porienco
hithorto ncquired in tho slightest dogreo
defined the use to which thoy can bo con-
verted.

Their armament, too is thonstrous—33 tons
guns warranted to bo usclessafter 100 rounds
is fired from those hugo masses of iron, nor
is thero any certainty from the nature of the
material that they woeuld ever stand that
test; in any case an action that wonld in.
volve the firing of that number of rounds
would leave the hiuge munster helpless ; and
as tho hits at 1000 yards in action at sea are
about 1 per cent, tho cffeclive value of an
ironclad tvith two 35 ton guns would be equal
to tho chianco of hilting an opponent twice,
a result by no means commensurale with
tho protensious sizo or outlay,

Sea fights will bo carriod on much in the
old way of rapid firing and hard hitting, not
with bolls that will drill holes through
cleven inches of solid irvon, but with shot suf.
ficient to knock f1o0 posts invo one.

England had botter set about remodelling
her floot, but sho should entrust the task to
the officers who are to command it—not to
Birmingham knife grinders or Manchester
co'ton spinners,

ey t————

Ir tho scientific knowledge necessary to
construct acean going menitors and the skill
to command them are in an unsatisfactory
stato owing to ignorance of tho Inws of mo-
mentum communicated from combined mo-
tion, the Lknowledge which should govern
the adaptation of tho armament is in an
equally unsatisfactory condition, the follow-
ing oxtract from Broad Arrow exhibits a
stato of affairs by no moeans cheering.

“We understand that the Admiralty have
it under consideration to test the endurance
ofa #5-fon gun, ns mounted in the Monar:h,
Glatton, and Hotspur, by rapid and continu
ous firing such as usually occurs in a naval
engagomentor bombariment. Tho25-ton gun
is officinlly limited to 100 discharges with a
reduced chargo of 851b. of powder,miscalled
a “battering” charge. Theso being fired
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days, wocks, or mor—xﬁi;
botwaon ovory fow rounds sufiico to ondan.
ger tho lifo of tho gun. DBut if tho same
numbor of rounds were firediin ono day's
continuous practice, tho cffect would bo atilt
moro injurious.  As this continuous firo is
what naval guns are wanted for, and tho
disabling of onoe gun would disarm tho
Hotspur, or that of two guns iho Glatlon, it
is of somo Importance that a 25-ton gun
should bo s0 tested in times of peaco, when
a fuilure would bo of comparativo small con.
sequonco.”

Tho use of Artillny on ship board is no-
oossarily subject to diffurent conditions to
tho same weapon op land ; in action on the
battlo-field guns are fired and manmuvred
on solid ground, aim can be deliberately
taken, and tho objects sufliciently large to
allow of n high per contage of cffect, in
siego oporativng tho samo rule holds good in
a greator degree, and no ditlicully can bo
oxperienced in producing any effort tho
means at hand may bo equal to.

1u an action at sca all these conditions ave
altered, the guns must bo fought on & plat.
form constantly shifting not only in tho
line of tho ship's course but with the heoave
ond roll of the sen through whichsho passes,
tho target or ship at which sho fires or to
which slio is opposed does not necossarily
possess the samo amount of motion orin
tho sameo way, a good deal d2pends on her
build, size, and tho force of tho power she
moy uso 50 that the mavine artillerist has to
deal with & shifting platform with compound
motion and a shifting mark whoso size, ap.
pearance and position is changing overy
moment, under all theso circumstances it is
very evident that fino shooting, such as that
which can be praotised on shore, is utterly
impossible at sea,

Indeed it will require no cxtraordinary
power of foresight to assert that naval bat-
tles will be fought as in the days when old
England had a navy,at two'cables length and
decided by the quickest firing and hardest
hitting,

It appears as a matter of necessily that
smooth bore guns of large calibre throwing
a heavy shot capable of doing good service
after firing 500 rounds will be the Naval

Artillory of the [atuie, {he cxpensive rice R

hole punchers will bo loft to the sole use of
the land seryico whera they can bo thor
oughly utilized.

War vessols of tho period carrying four
guns cannot afford to have any portion of
their armament disabled; in former days the
loss of one, two, or thres guns out of say 4)
to 100 by no means orippled the defenco of
tho vessel, with modera artillery it would bo
fatul, and it is far morg linble to such
conlrelemps than tho old armament could
be.

NEWS OF THE WERZK,

The principal political event during the
past week appears to have been tho debate

in tho House of Lords on Earl Russell's mo



