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VOLUNTEER vas. MILITIA.

To thse Ecitor efthtie VOLurMrssa RICVasW.

&ia -Whie coinciding with tue views ox-
pressed in your editeral of the 2th inst.. ns
te, the injustice the volunteers cf Great Bn-.
tain have suffered sit tue lianda efthte people,
the Goverument, and the prescf tint coun-
try; I cannot help remnarlng how admlr-
ably nm.e o the remarks cf the Broad
Àrreo are suitod to tue condition cf the
Canadian Volunteers. No language could
botter describe their condition than the foi
lowing-

"dThe Volunteers are a aplendid materiai,
by turns potted and neglected. Sprung
frorn tue military spirit aud patriotism of the
nation, they have been permitted (after
many long years cf . tentative probation) te
romain withcut any organisation worthy cf
the name-te subside'into a ulln menna. ef
wrongs undeserved."1

Without atternpting te detraat frem the
mieritrieus services that have rendered the
volunWer organisation et Canada what it
now la;i I dlaim tint lin these few word.
the histery et the Force is contained.
Dating from- the firat erganizitien, when
Gevernment furniahed nothing but the
arme that were put inte their banda,
through the successive Acta from 1863
te tue presont. timo, tue Volunteer
has bad scanty justice meted' eut te
hlm, True, at. the finie cf the IlTrent"
difficulty, snd in the successi v e "Fenlan"
scares, the velunteors were at a preim;
but once that excitemont was over, tihe old
cry of léneedloas expenditure,"l which de-
feated tue I"Lysons Bil," hias again and
again beon raised ; and tue crusade cf parti
san politicians; poace-at-any-prioe demnago-
gues; and unpatriotic employers cf labor,
defeated. any.efforts te place the constfitu-
tion et tth. Force ou a uitable bais. And
herein lies tue proof that tue volun teer svs .
tom pur et 8imp le lanet suited te this country.
Once lot the prinoiple cf equsi mailitary ser-
yice b. recognised; lot tue existence cf a
constitutional Force b. placed abeve parti-
san warfare ; and by a direct fax levied upon
all able bodied' mon net actually sorving,
raise fhe aiuows ef war; snd the 'rachinery
cf a perfected organization (eall it as yeu
will "Volunteer" o r I"Milifia"') can pro-
oeel wthout lotor hindrance. But selong
fà the burden falla unequally upon the dit-
forent classes cf the community, se long as
thie existence ef the Force depeîîds ou au
annual gi-ant wrung from tho fears of the
Logisiature; ne administrator. however effi
ont, eau perfect nu organization ; ne Staff
bewever zealous eau carry eut that organisa-
tien. To again quoto tue Broad Arrow:

" The fruth nmust b. spoken : the. bud and
flewéerug cf the Volunteer beeetlas
passaod away."1

.We have passed Li.rough tic criiso; the

reaction has set in and though our' Brigade4
Camps have shewn a creditable turn-out, the,
force is neither a reliablo nor an adequat..1
perovision for the defense of.the country. To
continue niy q uotation

4The Vol unteers have been allowed to lin -
ger on stili unorganized, As if they woro look-
ed upon by the Government not as available
troops, but simply as a spontaneous hiappy.
go-lucky school of elementary drill.

IlBy this mea'ns a very large proportion of
the manhood of the middle classes has been1
passed the ranks of the Volunieers and ob-
tained that amount of military training
which will undoubtedly leaven the whole
mass of the -population, and inake i t com-
paratively easy to raise reliablo troops,
should the criais requiringtheiremployment
occur."

Although I grant that much lias been
gnined by the "little leaven,"l which is
eventually te leaven the wbole lump; I sub-
mit that this isnet the position that should
ho hold in a count'ry thrown entirély on its
ewn resourcea for military protection. W.
roquire an organisation that can be turned
eut on short notice; perfected to a certain
degree in drill and discipline; and Pot an
armed rabbi. won to the ranka by the. tom-
porary excitement of a oall to arms. Let
our "lVolunteers"I existe but they hould b.
CiAuxiliary I Forces; and to the IIMilitia"I
w. aheuld look as our main defence. The
attachment te the name "lVolunteer"I as
i ndicating the cliaracter of our service;
with due defèence to your opinion, 1 look
upon as purely sentimental. W. are no
more volu nteers than -every soldior in lier
Majesty'a service, in a volunteer; differing
only in thepriviege (so c dl1ed) that enablesi
the haif drilled man te beave the Force be-
fore completing his term of mte'rvice. And
ths cmre Ilprivilege"Ilai the ruin of the
force. To take another uitable illustration
from the Saturday Reii.

IlThe Volunteers might aise perliaps with
great advan4.age adopt a new tiâte, if a atis-
factory one could ho feund. The-name fre.
quently affects the nature of a tbing, anct
thie word Voinaîteer has already to o me ex-
tent cerne to b. loéked upon ai the titl. of
a main whe does as littie soldiering bocause
ho likes it, but need not do more than ia
agreeabie te him. We do net Mean te say
that ail, or many, Volun teeDrd en tertain this
feeling; but we suspect tint orse do, aýnd,
at any rate, the naine is misleading. The
volunteering shouid ceasse frein the moment
when a man lias assumed military duties,
otherwime the ostensible addition te the
force f the country, b.eing uncertain and
variablMay b. rather an inconvenience
than the contrary' 4

This.uncertainty and variableàems is the
great drawback te the efficioney'of the pro-
sent Force. A company, which may have
musterod tifty-five at the lat Brigade Camp,
and which profited by the instruction and

rexperience gained while there; may next
year have Len ty-fve recrui ts who.don a uni-
form, and shoulder a rifle, for the first tinie
when they merch into camp. Trnly, the
"11ik.leaven" rnay'exist in the country,
but nevertheless it in very liard -toeoxpect a

>captahite rais$ (exçuse the ptun) a ompany

o'zery yoar. Âid - this la net the onlydiffi-
cuity. Intelligent and amonable te discip-*
lin, ais our Canadien Volunteers bave prcv-
ed themioelves te b., yet they are not hea-
von bhem soldiers and one years oxperience
is net sufficlont te constitute them- suoh.
Yet these are the men that we caIl I"our
Canadian Army,"1 and- upon wbom, we rely
as our first lin. of defence lu ceecf attack.
la It rea8onablo or prudent to do se.? Qed
forbid'that we should be exposed Ie the
perils cf war, but we oannot ignore that it
is te prevîde against much an emorgoncy.
that our Volunteerd are' rased. Wbat
would be our position were snob an orner-
gency te arise immediately? W. callout
our Volunteers matily, taking roruita te
.fil up the ranks, and having perbaps a pro.
portion of 10 per cent of faily dritled mon.
W. then have 45$000 men in the Field, bar-
ing Battalion organisation only, armed and
equippod, aud with 40 reundsocf service
ammunitien per mani. Some cf these men
have perhape neyer fired a rifle, most of
them have nover "fermed fours ;11 they
have a mysterious idea of the intriosoies cf
dirill, snd the ordinary routine cf a soldiers
life;. yet these mon muet in the exigency cf
the heur march strs.lght te, the preolo f.
the enemy. They are depeudent .upon t.he
District staff fer ail supplies, food, ammuni-
tien. stores et varieus kinds, and for their
organisation inte Brigades and Divisions.
Now lot us see who is te perform the lier.
culea» taks.

Tii. Deputy Adjutant Genoral cannot-
for in hlm. is vested the oommand of the
Troopa, aud ho with his Brigade majors muet
takre the field-whero ho will assuredly flnd
plenty te de la the organisation of bis dlvi-

Tii. District Quartermaqter muet there-.
fdre be the happy man te act as Control Ce..
cer, Quartermaster General, Purveycr Gene-
rai, Storekeeper; wigh the trifling addition
cf baving to perforin the duties cf the De-
puty Âdjutant Genoral aud Brigade Msajors
during thoir absence I fear the mortallty
ameng District Quartermasters would b.
great lu those day.

It may b. said that the right men te per-
form these dutie% exist in the Ilelaven "f-

or that they could be taken feom. amongst
the service volunteers. But in timé cf wàr
is ne tirne for seloction, and good cffioers
could net ho spared from Regimentalduties.
Why net, therefore, utilise the present; by
the. creatien cf Brigades nomlnating' theïr
staff; selectlng.the Division iUansd pro.
vlding for the failfillment cf the varsous
duties that would require te be p.rformed ?

Our Canadian Army therefore resolves it-
self into this.. W. have 45,000 hait drilled
recrui.s, pessossing their armeand service
ammunitien and stores. No oors .to
enrol and organise fresh levios when the
District staff bas gene te the field-no medi-
cal staff te organise Hospital and ambulance
service-ne, Engineer train te carry trenoh*.
ing aud other tocis-no -teds for them. to
carry-no, maps te guide operation. lu the.
field-and last, but moat te be considered,-
if war la imminent-BNo ltsm te make Re
parafions.

1 ar not a oroaker, but I gimply wisla te
provide for possible emergenoies, and te r.-.

cgnisein the organisation cf l-eur Cana-dion Ârmy,"11that'" what iza-wortk deug set
ail le werth dolng ,>
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