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ENGLAND.

[The folluwlng Is the reply o the stiering
pocm in a lato1ssue of tho Vidette, «*'Tho Mother
of Natfons {s Dead,” In which England is repre-
sented as ina fatal trance, while the thunders of
war rolled upon hershores and threntened to on-
sulf ber, her peoplo crying atowl tn thwelr agony,
*“Wake, Mother, Walko!")

Child! 1 am nclther dead nor asles),
Falso to iy auty, nor fulse Lo my (rust.

W hat doos it matter to me w hiv waap,
50 that { stand, before Heaven, juat”

1t may be that I, who sce to slgey.,

shall woop, weep, weaep,

But never, uiless my calse L@ gund,

Will ofter to Heavon biood.

Asleop? Are mny cannun asieep, nithuugl
Thelr throats are gutitloss of flame und
thunder?
Shall { for every wrong or fgu
Tour the ties of the world nsutides
Child! if 1 did not seem tosleep
. All would weep, weop;
Not on Europo atone noui bo husteu
‘hie bolt that must shake the wortd

Asloep? Nay! Here I am standing rordzex:ec.
Fearing no foo, and trusting no friend,
Hoping 10 10N cut of wars u surceasy
Qf awar that seems to prontise no ond;
Cannon and ritles! ve yoursleep
Dacp, deep, deep, deep;
Bloodhounds Qf hell ! lie nerveless and dumb,
With your fmu-pulse stiil and numb

I mourn o’er my sisters tompost-tossed,
O'cr the maddened hatoand the brutal greed :
Why should I odd to thoe loved and lost
Daughtersthat weep, and sons that bloed ?
The secds we sow were thegrailn we reap.
“Weep, weep? Nay ! sleep,
Devlis of war that slaughter and burn
‘THY your slcep sluys you lu your turn.

NARRATIVE OF THE RED RIVER
EXPEDITION.—CONCLUSION.

LY AN OFFICER OF THE EXPEDITIONARY FORUK,

(From Rlackwoodd for Feb.)
In last month's number we describied tho

advance of the expeditionary troops as faras |

Fort Francis, and en-leayoured to convey to
the readera general idea of the country in
the first of the three sections into which e
divided the entiro distance betiween Sheban-
dowan Lake and Fort Garry.

The second section begius at I'oit Francis
where the leading detachment arnved, as
proviously stated on the 4th August, start
ing again that same afternoon. A garrison
of one company of militia was left for the
protection of the hospitul, bakory, and depot
of rtaraq ectahlished thara and taincure oup
communications being kept open through
the Chippoewah territories. Although these
Indians had been bhitherto very [friendly,
there was no saying when they might give
us trouble, particularly if they saw large
quantities of that much covetedarticle flous,
stored in their very midst without & sufii-
cient guard t5 ypeotect it. Indians have
great appetites, aisd aro always hungry—
and hungry men are more or luss danger-
ous. Our voyage Jdown Rainy River was
most enjoyable. As weo pushed oft from the
shore below the falls at Fort Francis, we
were twisted round for somo time in cvery
direction by the numerous whirlpouls formed
by the falling of such a great body of water
into a circular basin, shere il acyuired a ro
tary motion. At one moment a bLoat was

going at the rato of nine miles an hour, and |

the next was perfectly stationary, having

stopped without any shock, but as saddenly |
In some in-

as if it had struck on a rock.
stances minutes clupaed ero the utmost ex.

ertion at the oar, the whole crew pulling,
their best, conld import theleast molion to,
tho boats. Theyseemed as ifheld in a vice,
by tho hand of someo hidden giant—the sen |

sation being all the more peculiar from the

contrast with the 1ushing frothing waters,

encamped, as they are fuvourite spots for

. wero also some circular mounds of ecarth,

around, in thomselves the very aymbol of
motion. Then after some momounts of hard
pulling, overy muscle being strained to the
utmost, the boat was released so sulddenly
that it bounded forward as a spring would
which had been kept back by u rope that
had suddenly snapped. ‘Tho sensation of
being in 8 smull boat amongst such eddies,
whirlpools. and upheaving waves, which
rising from below, broke on the surface in
groat mounds of water without any apparent
cause, was most exciting and enjoyablo to
tho strong nerved man ; whilst the wenlk-
headed experienced a disagreeablo feeling
aboutthe stomach that scemed to givo a
strong tendency to grasp at somathing or
somebody. .

As we glided down this daop river at the
rate of about four or five miles an hour, the
scenory was very protty. Its breadth ias
from three to four hundred yards ; the banks
wero wooded to the waters edge, with hero
and there a patch of greensward peepingout
through the troes ; whilst occasionally one
camo to an open park like clerrance, whero
fino sprexding onks reminded one of Eng-
land. This river is the frontier between
British North America and tho United States
There aro no settlements upon either bank,
but the numbers of lodge-poles, showed that
tho loeality was a favourite one with In.
dians. From Fort Francis to where Rainy
River discharges itself inte the Lake of the
Woods, a distance of 70 miles in a westerly
direction, the navigation isunbroken. T'here
are rapids at two places but they can berun
easily and safely: and in ascending the
stream, boats are tracked up the stream
without discharging cargo.

At both, mapy Indian families are always

fishing, particularly during the winter, as
the water never freczes there. There are
wido open spaces at theso rapids, covered
when we passed with rich luxuriant grass,
small spots being under cultivation as gar-
dens for potatoes and Indian corn. There

oneor two Leing about twenty feet high.
We had not time toland and examine thom,
but the natives call them wunderground
houses although not used as habittaions.

It was 2 lovely day, and as there was a
good current in the river, wo determined
upon trying tho plan of drifting alongit dur-
mg the migtt. 5o aftor the evening maal,
we againstarted, Jashing the boats together
two and two, one man remaining awake
cach boat to sieer, the others lyiug down tu,
sleep as best they could.  Asthe sun went,'i
Jdown , adense mass of curious looking fhes
came stresming up with the gentle westerly
wind, lhey wero nearly white, with grey
wings and pale yellow bodies, having a tail
more than an inch long consisting of what,
looked Like two white hairs. They flew in
a regular column, closely formed up without |
any stragglers to the righ* or loft, which,
opened out with asort of tactical regulanaty
when a boat pushed into i1s midst. At
little distance they had ail the appearance
of u driving fall of snow. [he pressure
fiomn abotve caused vast numbers of then to
siriko the water from which they had 2ot
the power to risc again. i

Wo Lad not been many houis driting
siong whea Llack clouds camneup and lud,
the moon, the wind freshoned and Livaght
heavy rain with at, which soon wet us,
through. Wo weie making no way , and 1t
became s0 pilchy dark that steering was im
possible. Wa had therefore to push into
shore, and await daybreak as best we coulldl.

Wo reached the mouth of the river next,
day in tine for bre.kfast at a small Hudson |
Bay post, formerly called Hungry Hall, from

the number of men who had from time to
timo nearly died from starvation hilet
quartered there. It has now been renamed
I'ort Louisa by the company, and it is ox-
pected, will becomo shortly a post of im
portance, being so advantageously situated
upon what will henceforth bo, until a rail
way is opened, the lughway for North-west
crn omigration.  Closo to the post is an In.
dian burial-ground, whero there were somo
coffins raised in the air on platforms about
six feot high; chiefs only and their sous *
are thus honoured after death. Around the
post are many Indian potato garvdens ; but
there were very fow families there as wo
passed, every one that could being away
from the ordinary hunting grounds at tlus
season, for the purpose of collecting wild
rice, which abounds in somo neighboring
loeality.

In overy part of Runy River sturgeon are
found in great abuudauce one of fifty, sixty
or more pounds being no extraordinary fish.
It is very good eating, and is & great staple
of food amongst the poor half-starved In
dians.

‘I'he Jand upon eachside is low and muarshy
at the mouth of Rainy River, from which
roso up quantities of wild duck, disturbed
at theiwr feast upon the wild rico by the nowe
uf our oars, and by the cheery laughter and
songs of our men. A large sand-bar has
formed in the Lake of the \Woods immedi-
ately across the mouth of the river, upou
which great seas, rolling i1 from the ocean
like lake beyond, broke with a :o0ud roar,
sending up clouds of spray in an angry
fashion. Looking out westward us we passed
into the space betweon the bar and the
shore, where tho water was calm as in abar.
bour, the lake was covered with ‘‘white.
horses' —bespeaking, as the breeze ias
freshening, by no means a pleasant day's
work fur us. No open boat could have
crossed the bar so wo turned northward,
keeping near shore, but between it and a
lino of sandy dunes, which seemed to bo a
continuation of the bar at the entrance to
the river, and which had been formed most
probably—as the bar hias Leen—when the
riyer’s moutl was more to the north than 1t
is at present. Theso sandbanks extendod
somo six or cight miles, running tolerably
parallel with tho shore, and from a thousand
to two thousand yards from 1t. The water
was very shallow at places; and as we got
towards tho emd of tho protecung sand.
bauks, the force of the waves 1ucreased, so
that all chiance of beating, to windward un-
der sa:l wasout of the question.  Wo wero
therelvie furced to putnto a rucky island
partdy covercd with trees, whero we wers
detained two days by a hieavy westerly gale
—a severe trial to our patience.  When we
did get off, a journey of two days, sometimes
under sail and sumetmes having to depend
solcly upon the oaty touk us to Kat Portage,
at the northern exteenuty of thio lake, where
the Wunnipeg liver fluned out of 1t.  Some
of us werc without guwles in crossing the
lake, winch for miles at places is crowded
with islauds of all shupes and sizes ; and as
the maps waie altegether wrong, many
wanduied avvut ot the northern extrematy
of tho Like searching in vam for tho moudh
of the, Wintupeg River.  The Lake of the
Wouds 5 aboutseventy-tive uudes long, vath
an aruiage width of about seventy mules. It
1510 teality three lakes, separated ono {rom
the other by clusters of istanuds, all more or
less pretty, some having fine perpendicular
cliffs tinted with iy shades of red, and
standing muajestically out of the water. All
are well wooded, and 1n some there are s
few acres under cultivation as gardens,
vhere the Indians, from time immemonal,



