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Christianity—Four Olasses of Thinkers
Amongst Us.

At avo willing to admit that if tho Gospel of Christ bo
truo, and a futuro lifo such as Ho describos oxists, that
we should owbrace it. But men wish to do s0 in
difforont ways, Many wish to mix tho sins and ploasurcs
of lifo, sinful in part, with the puro dootrines of Christ.
They forgot what Christ said in His night conversation
with Nicodomus, in His conversation with tho woman of
Samaria and His sormon on the Mount, In other words
thoy wish to hold on to the world, and attain tho lifo of
hoavon too. Others doubtl us to all things, yot are moral,
and a thicd closs aro pleased to think there is no God, noe
horoafter, hence, like our Epicureans of old, oat, drink and
aro merry, for to-morrow thoy die. Thore 13 a fourth class
who really look upon the lifo to como as a roality—live in
the spirit of Christ, act as if this world was a secondary
consideration, and the only good thing is that futuro life as
desoribed by Christ and His apostles, hence their treasuro
isin hoaven. These four classes oxist amongst us and in
all Christendom, and always have since Christ founded His
religion—(See the parable of the sower), Which of these
is tho wiser ? I proposo to say a few words on cach class,

1st.—DBlixine Six with ReLicioN—Does any man think
Qod is going to accept him if he knowingly, willingly doss
this? ‘A'rue, we ofton sin in the world, lightly, thought.
lesly, but, immediately after, repont and express our sorrow
to God in prayer. Iallude not to this class—but to those
who think they can reconcile the world as it isto the
Gospol. Seo what Sc¢. James zay= as follows: “ Yo adult.
erers aud adultereses, know yo not that the friendship of
tho world is enmity with God? Whosoever, therefore,
will be a friond of the world is the enomy of God."—
Jamesiv. 4. The meaning of this is that we must not be
the friend of the sin or pleasures of the world ag we find
them.

So St. Paul says, Romans viii. 1..—* Thereis, tharefore,
now no condemnation to them which aro in Christ Jesus,
who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit”—
and 13th verse—‘‘For if ye live after the flash ye
shall dio, but, if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds
of the flesh ye shall live,” and also 8th verse, *So thon they
that are in the flesh cannot please God,” and 7th verse
“ Because tho carnal mind is enmity against God."”

Then we must have the Holy Spirit in us—how then
can wo mix the things of the world, willingly with the
things of God, or the Spirit? Carter Harrison, Mayor of
Chicago, most worldly and wicked man, governed Chicago
in this way—he patronized sin.

Tus Seconp Crass, delight to think there is no future
punishment, and doubt as to all things—hope for no future
life, act as if there was none, because they are dead in sin,
lovers of themselvea; dio the death of the thoughtless and
wicked, and like the brutes of the earth return to dust.
Yot they have souls that must live forever, and account to
God. Oh, many there are of this day everywhere, in our
midst, in Paris and all great cities, in wicked Chicago
and all over the United States, as St. Paul says,
Romans i. 28th, “And even as they did not like to
retain God in their knowledge, God gave them overto a
reprobate mind to do those things which are not convenient.”
Was this God's fault, or act? No; but theirs as free
agents, hating truth, virtue and purity, they sought vice
and evil.

They gloriad in their shame, valued temporary to
immortal life with God, worshipped the gold and riches of
the world, the vice and wicked pleasures; verily they reap
the reward of their own acts, and arelike the man described
by Jesus who built his house on the sands,—Matthew vii.
26, 27. Oh! let us be like the wise man and build upon
the Rock of Jesus Christ !!

In thie connection remomber what Jesus said to the
seducers a1 to the life to come, *“You do greatly err;
God is not the God of the dead, but of the living,” as he
wag the God ot Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. If man did
not live again in spirit after tho body’s death, there could
be no accountability to God. Manis an immortal spirit,.
if the Bible be true.

‘avenues of lizht unseen before.
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Tatno Crass,—Woll, thoro is a third class, moro numer-
ous than the two montionod—tho solf-rightoous, or moral
class—that has provailed in all ages. Nicodomus was one
of them, St. Paul was, boforo his conversion. Thoro is
nothing plainor in the Now Testamont than that the mind
must have o spiritusl change—by tho Spirit of God —if we
aro to bo trun Christians. This is offocted somotimes very
suddenly, as in St. Paul, somotimos by gradual work in tho
mind by conviction. But tho moral class will toll you. We
live all right with mon, do all the good wo can, aro houeat
in business, givo to tho Church and in charity, walk hon-
ostly with all mon, in fact, aro on the bost of terms with
tho world. \Vhat moro do you want? ILev mo ask the
moral olass just a fow quostions. Do you communo by
prayer with God or Christ? Do you pray at alli Have
you found out you aro a sinnor, and that thereisin you a
tondoncy to sinf Have you gone to God to confess sins?
Havo you mado up your mind that Jesus is alive, and rose
from the doad, and is your Saviour, more prncious than all
besido? No, they will say, wo don't pray, we act, and
trust to havo communion after death with God, Wo try
to make tho world our friend,—timo enough aftor death
for all this—wo nevor take tho comwunion, never jolued
any Chureh, love the poople out of tho Church ofton more
than tho closest Ohristians, don't beliove in missionary
work, our policy is lot things alono aud be honest. I have
heard ministers say that probably Dives, spoken of in the
17th chapter of Luko, may have been a moral man, that is,
was ouly rich, but not a worshippor of God, If maun's
morality can save him, why did Christ dio to atono for us?
‘Why was His blood shed on Calvary? Was therono effi-
cacy in His shed blood, and why did He talk as Ho did to
Nicodemus? If morality can save us, why is the Holy
Ghost given us, or in existence as the third person of God?

Tur Founrti CLAsS comes under the men and women who
enter in at the strait gate into which, alas, 80 fow enter.
As Christ says,—broad is the way that leads to death.
This classis o praying class and an acting class, having
faith in tho Son of Ged, and acts with it, They arein
constant communion with God, night and morning, and
many, as Daniel was, at noon ; they walk, as Enoch did,
with God, the love of God is shed abroad in their hearts
by the Holy Ghost ; Jesus is their all in all, and they look
for Him to be with them in the dark valley of the shadow
of death. Recently, when in Detroit, an elder of a Pres-
byterian church said tome: ‘* You Canadian Presbyter-
iang are too strict. Show me a hale, healthy, jovial inan,
and if he is a Presbyterian he has no such narrow views as

many have. The street car Sabbath question does not
trouble him ; ho can ride in or support the systom. Itis
only thin sort of men vho are so thin conscien. 1. Yes,

there are too many such clders, too many such Christians
who think as this elder does. That religion is a pocket
Sabbath affair, well enough there, but in weck days we
must act as the world does. Inthe United States churches,
I fear, this spirit 18 too common. Religion ‘is to be made
profitable—to be loved only so longas the world and it can
agree.

Taronto, 30th Oct., 1893. Caartes Duraxo.

Thanksgiving must always be a Christian’s tone towards
God. If troubles are sent, he wmust be thankful for the
Father's discipline, and strive to find out why they are
sect; in joy thanksgiving will surely come unbiddon.—
Schaff. .

Ax opal of many tints is lying on my table. It.flled
me with pleasure when first I found it, and it has been
a day's delight ever since. Hold it in whatever position I
way, it ‘always presents a fresh aspect of beauty, Looking
down into its ruby and emerald fires, I discover depths and
Christ is my perfect opal,
His beauty onraptured my soul whon first I found Him,
and He has been a continuous and increasing revelation of
grace and glory until now, Viewing Him in the varied
aspect of His titles, words agd work, whether through
tears of sorrow or of gladness, I always see deeper into the
fathomless fire of oternal love und loveliness, What will
my vision be when my eye is clear and my soul is purel—
Raov. W, J. Mathams, .




