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LIELOVED B3RETIIREN,
Since the last anoual meeting of the Congregational Union of Canada, we

have rend of many changes among the nations, and %vitnessed flot a few, in
part of' which soine of us have feelingly shared.

Tfle great globe itself, in the course of' its successive rcvolutions, has contui-
nued from day to day to throw off into ctcrnity imimortal spirits; soune to bie
as Il wandering stars," others as lethe brightncss of the firmnament for ever.",
Wrhat proportion of those that have passed away froîn our congregations have
donc so, regenerated by the Spirit of Christ, irradiated with the light of the
glorious gospel, and beautified with salvation, Ne have no mans of telling:
but we humibly and gratefully trust that, nctwithstanding ail imperfections in
ourselves and obstacles froin without, we have been owncd of God with sonie
degree of spiritual inecase and usefulness to his gb-ry and praise. IlThe
Lord of Life," who bas been plcascd to Izeep us alive tili this day, bias ofteia
been reminding us that this is not our rcst. Since we last met ini annual
aasembiy, J)cath has entcred the Palace of (jar bcloved Sovcreign : a nd per-
haps it is not too much to say, that the decease of the late Royal Consort of
Qucen Victoria has not~ ouly inelted ail Britain to tears, but fcelingly affected
tbe whole civilized world, and moved thnusands of souls in the four quarters
of the globe to prayer, sympathetie, earniest and tender, ini behaif of the Royal
Family.

Let us bless God for the influence, so near to the British Throne and an
extensive in soeiety, of' thc sinning, brighit and salutary qualities of that
distinguished and noble Prince : wvhose doniestie virtues and other social
qualities, whose reflned taste, higb intelligence and warm patriotisin and philan-
thropy, wbose moral worth and unmistnkable regard for evangyelical truth bave
emibalined bis memnory ini so niany hearts. Let us bless God l'or the continu-
ance to the British Empire and to the world of' our belovcd Qucen : and pray
tliat Almighty r-ace nmay sustain lier spirit, and that Il the Prince of the
Rings of the Earth" may be the lighit and the glory of ber illustrious Huse!1

Maay others bave been called away i the course of the last twelve inontlise
whlose names will be long remembercd in the Church of Christ. 0f those we
name three in particular.

lst. The late Rev. James Robertson, of Sherbrooke, C. E. -who long labored
with faitlifulness and success in the Saviour's service, w'ho last year sent to the
brethrcn assembled in Kingston an expressiou of' bis brotherly love, and a
request to be remeinhered in oui' pravers, and wbose latter years supply one o
the many fine exemplifications the history of' tbe Church affords of the truth-
fulness of the words of the Psalwist-"i The righteous shal) flourish like the
pahun trce, be shall grow like, a cedar in Lebanon. Tbose that lie planted
in the House of the Lord, shah! llourisli in the courts of our God ; they shah!
stihl bring forth fruit in old age; they shahl bc fat and fiourishing : to show
that the Lord is upright."


