
PEtMANENCY OP TIIE PASTORAL RtELATION.

parties concerned],-wlhieh ma 'y cali for correction on onie point, the supply of
defiier:ey on) another, and on a third direction or encouragemnent. Continuance
of' eon nection betwcen the educating and the educated parties, favours this
requisite training in more way8 dtin one.

'l'le szteadiness tltus secnrcd in the operation of the formative influence tenda
of iiself to prîîînote it ;while additior.al advantage is gained, as in the cas..e of
siin1 e instruction, by the invre:îsed facility in the adaptation <<f means to persons
ýaid ends, flowing from the more accurate acquaintance for whicli permai.nencee of
rci;itîorisitip supplies cpportunîr.y. AdU tu these tEe growing interest a<vakened
on the ozie side, and the answering confidence wiflh whielh it is met on the other,
and you htave another-a tw'u-fuld elenient indeed fur good.

Gr-eat, however, as is the advantage accruing fromn the considerations nlready
narned, there rernains another tu be noticed, without the mîentioîn oif whiffli our
ttmeraîtitn w'ould be ve-y inc'împlet,-we mnean the as9sistance nfl'urded iîy the
associations Nwhich cluster round the nian who lias sustained to u-4 through an
extended period the relation of whichi we speak. Tfle intermingling tlîus
ocraSîoned «f his formn, his countenance, his voice with ail Our h',lie-it and ten-
,dei est recodiections, gives imi- in certain moods of the mind -and most iii those
wliicii are best- a power over our iîearts ail-but rcsistless. llow coid it Lie
otlierwise? By 1dmi, ere yet conscious, wte vwere, it may be, conseerat;ad to God
in the holy and beautiful rite of Cliristiar biiptism. Froin the first opening of
our uids ihe hag taiglit us with a father's patient love, and wvatched over us

viha f.ttiîer's siceples.- care. 'lhroughi his instrumentality we mnay have heen
led to the S tviour, and thus made partakers uf -the peace of God wliich
pa-.iah ail underst-andling," of the Il hope foul of glory,> whlich, Il laying hoild
upon everlastingý. life," yields us ils bles.ied support in the hour of trial, strength-
ens us for useful service, and priîmj-is us to it, anid is exerting over us8 an assiîni-
latîing power which is m;îiking us mieet for participation in the " inlîcritance of
the saints in Pight." Perhap ho stuol with u-; by the dying bed of some loved
<me-a father or mnother; brother or sister ; husband, or wife, or cliild-held, it
rnay bje, tue dying hand, and witlî v.icc and io<îk of love, Nvhispered intîi the
d * ing ecar wvirds uof consolation, by which tue departing spirit was ceered and
streiîgîiîened for the encounter with the last e9einy; laid the loved f<îrm in the
toit, wvhich, thoughi long years have since intervenied, is stili deàir for it.3 tenant's
sake, whont we hî>pe to sec cînerge thence on the resurreetion morn in Ilis glori-
ous image who is Lord of tlie dead and the living; turncd, perchance, ons the
C(Ompetiofl of the sacred office, to, us and %viped the falling tear from our eye,
c'intinuing his attentions tilI the wound whlicli Giid had made had eliîsed. thîiugh
possibly the scar may yet remnain, &nd the old pain be broughit back iiy ungentie
liand1i zg or a low~erinii ataiospiîere. Does it not aflîrd matter for surprise tiiat any
one isiîiîig tu make fuil proulof h is îninistry, should, consent to throw x,,,avunne-

a oe ik hs tl:at any uneio %vould lbave his soul prospe-, wvnuld
hav Chistforiedin iniIl h iop.,, of glory,"1wui grow u to," h nieasuire

r<resnre of a nccessity the niost iniperative, have the actio-n on lii of eucti un
'hience disturted, not to say 6hut out?

Thep Paîstor's wvork lias for a further object the establishnient and upbuiilding
of the eliturcît as a source oif blessing tii successive generatiotîs of believers, and
un instrument of abiding hulyaioupntewrd

To titis part of bisi charge, the principles nb<iveanrmounced apply with an undi-
gminîislied, if luit an augnmic d force. l'le timne and care wanted to flirai tue mîan
are deimanded as certainly <id itnperatively to form the thurch. Wiiere a nuin-
ber hîave ti bie traincd tu, live anLd wvork liarnîoniowsly and for one euînimon
purpiîse,. line requires to lie addedl to line, precept tu, precept, here a litile and
titere a1 lîule. Tu reduce the frictiomn tu, the miniimum ; to bring <out the miaxi-
niant (if puower, and give it the niost advntagcous directioîn, and keep it in actîin,
reqîtires a mkilled baind, and «ne %\ hichi is trusted ; but sicill and trust are the
grovth, the sl1ov growsh. generaliy, of tine - the one forming the maturcd fruit


