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GENERAL NOTES ON LABOR AND WAGES.

Tue following “General Notes™ are tuken from pages 30,
#1, and 32 of Mr. Seeretary Blue's Official Report. on ¢ Labor.
Wages, and Cost of Living, and Minerals and Mimng in the
Proviuce of Ontarvio,” vecently issued :

Avcoxti. --The shops and  factories have been ruuning
steadily on full time during the past year, with the exception
of the Almonte Kuitting Company’s mills, which was vlosed
for about two months during the early part of last winter, the
cause said to be for necessary repairs. Factory hands, with the
ubove exception, have had steady employment during the past
year.  Although the woollen manufacturing business has been
‘unprofitable during the year, yet the mills have been kept run-
ning at full time. giving steady cwployment to the operntives,
and notwithstanding the unfavornble state of trude, wages weve |
maintained at the same rate as for some years previouns, Build-
ing operations were usually brisk during the year, which cnused
outside labor to be prosperous during the sunumer months.
There are no reading rootns nor libraries mamtained in connee-
tion with any trade, factovies or workshops. but there isa
Mechanics’ Institute with u large libowy conneeted, which is
availuble to all who desire to becone members,

Braxtrorn. - - Iu the closing wonths of 1884 réductions in
wages and short time were general throughout the workshops
of the city, and it was not until late in the spring of 1885 that
the wanufacturing establishments, particularly agricultural
imulement shops, resumed full tinee  The cause assigned for
tlus dulness was the trouoles in the North-west. About the
widdle of May, however, a gradual increase took place in the
number of workers; all of the varous establishments hegan
running full time and they have been busy sinee with the
exception of the cotton and wincey mills, which were running
on irregular and short time during the summer months, It is
difficult to arrive at any accurate estimate of wages exrned by
those who work by the peace and on irregular time.  If work-
men would endenvor to keep an account of their wages and
vost of living it would tend in a great measure to habits of
vconomy. Accidents are numerous in all factories where
machinery is used, as every kind of work is done by machinery
dangerous to emplayes, if not well understood.  Many sustain
injuries on account of their own carelessness, but sometimes an :
accident oceurs which brings into prominence the question of
supervision of all factories and workshops. A Factory Act,
with inspection of all munufacturing establishments, would
meet the wishes of a large and growing constituency, particu-
larly those artisans who come here from the old country, where *
legislation of this kind is in force, and who feel that here the |
Government should exercise some sort of supervision where o1
many are engaged in the manufacturing industries of the
country, Any action of the employers of labor that would
tend to the comfort and convenience of those workingmen who
all the year round eat their noonday wmeal on the workbench or
forge would be appreciated by a lurge number of workers in
every large factory and workshop.  The only library in connee-
tion with any of the establishments heve 1s at the Grand Trunk
works, where also ts a reading voom in which the leading news-
papers wmay be seen on the tables, 1t is managed by the men,
and 1s well sustaned.  There is alzo a life insurance and direct
henetit Tund in eases of sickness ov accidonts 1 itis wanaged by
the company and- gives good satisfaction.  Aweony workingmen
there are direct. henefit funds to relicve distress in ease of sick-
ness or otherwise,  These ave mannged by the different unions
amd do n great amount of good.  The very best of good feeling
srists between the vinplovers and- their wmen here, as kindly acts
of most. of them s aply prove.

Corywitt, The wage carning population of Cornwall hins
as 1 general thing done very well the past year.  The fuctories
have been vuuning very steady.  Though there is not much

315

change in the rate of wages, it still has been a lavge increase to
the worket's eavnings, as little time has been lost compared to
lust year  The sash and door factories have been running full
time, Crapenters, beicklayers and masons have done very well,
us uany houses were built this summer and some of them were
substantinl ones.  About the holidays every o .+ expects a dul-
ness fur out door workers, and ans general thing the winter sea
son is dull heve 3 but there are always a few employed during the
winter finishing up work commenced in the last of the season.
The differcut factories have goune to large expense providing
precantionaey measures in vase of fire, They have foree pumps
i use which will, wath the good supply of hose kept on hand,
diown out a fire in a few minutes in any part of the huildings,
At certain distances all around the mill hydrants ave placed,
and a squid ave asually drilled to net as firemen.

Gavavogre-  The majority of men say the last year has been
better for them than the two previous years, The time employed
depends largely on the water sapply, and last sumwer the
Water Power ' puproved  their property at the south of
Charleston lahe thevely draining the whole aren of the Iake
and several sinadler ones emprying into it.  One jwmportant
business chmuge was made -the carringe works’ praperty
was bonght hy 4 party of capitalists from Cincinnati, who
grenzly enluwged their business, turning out eight hundred
cutters and sleighs for the winter. The clothes wringer and
vorset steel works of Cowan & Atkinson were destroyed by
five in March, but they have been rebuilt on a ditferent site
and will shortly be in working order. The axle works closed
for abvut a month on account of overstock, and the shovel,
spade and fork works for anbout the same time on account of
small demands for that class of goads.

Hasivron — During the fall months of 1884 the building
trades were active, completing nearly all work then under con-
struetion before winter fairly set in, thus throwing upon the mar.
ket nearly all those engagedd in these trades untal spring.  The
spring opened with favorable prospects and assisted to a very
great extent by the reduction of the hours of labsr from sixty
to tifty-live homs per week, agreed upon by these Trades
Unions and the Builders' Associations, regulited the work so
equitable that many who opposed the reduction of the hours
of lubor very soon acknowledged their approval, and friendly
relations existed throughout the season, notwithstanding the
predictions of wany that there would bLe trouble over the reduc-
tion.  Summer opened with no chunge except a shght weaken-
ing on the part of the vupenters and painters, whu experienced
a dull spell, but as the summer advanced «ll were steadily
cemployed.  The full opened with nearly all employed and
wark continued brisk until a searcity of brick occurred, owing
to lurge shipments being made to Toronto, Woadstock and
other places. This created a dulness which continued through-
out the season, with no change. But altogether a fair season
is acknowledged by all.  Pay.days arve fortnightly, and on
NSaturday, with one day’s pay kept back, aud workmen always
paid in cash.

The tobaceo industry is @ very important one to the workers
of the city, employving a large number of male and female Jabor
in the manufacture of cigars and plug tobacco. The latter
business was active throughout the season, with apparently
friendly velations existing between emplover and employe.  In
the cigtr de acenrred the only important strike of the year,
which rvesulted in about 200 workers being thrown out of
employment for about six months. A diflerence arose hetween
the cigar-makers’ union and the manufactuwrers, which resulted
in a combination of wanufacturers being formed under 8500
bonds to resist the union, who were apparently locked out
unless they acceded to the terms of the combination,  Arbitra-
tion was resorted ta hy the workers, but without any good
result.  Nowunim cigar makers were brought into the city,
and at ane time grave fears of trouble were prevalent through-
out the city. A break was made in the ranks of the manus




