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lier, with brethren, with friends, with the
body. He has, the keys, and HIe %vill not
turn that iock and sa v, '1 The tirne has
corne enter," until it is the best time for
you and yours ! And surely, arnidst the
darkness and mystery which, slhroud the
future, arnidst ail that is so impalpable,
and unknown, and beyond the region of
our experience, it is evcrything to know
that Jesus is with us. 1,Nothirig eau
separate us," says Paul, Ilneither death
nor life !" It is enough to give the be-
liever a calin hoiy peace, when hie is abie
tosay, IlWherever I arn, or wberever I
go, one thing is certain, lie whorn I
know and love best, and Who knows
and loves me best, Jesus Christ, my
brother, is the King of the unseen world
into which I rnay at any moment enter.
Amen! I wili flot fear, for Thou art
with me! Where He is, good must be,
and peace, and glory, and ail that is worth
possessino' That world cari be no dead
world where the Ever-living is; that un-
known region must be blessed even to
enter, biessc-ù to live in, when Jesus
gives admaittance to, those whom He loves
next to His God !" I arn,as amai, deep-
ly thankfuL for this. For it would be a
sad thougyht, in exact proportion to our
affèctiork and our yearning for fetlowship,
if we coutd possess and enjoy no greater
love than carth affords, though, indeed,
its only true riches are the possession of
human hearts. There is love, I know,
true and genuine as caui be, in these happy
unions, when hieart beats true to heart,
and when in spite of sad partings there
are also joyful meetings. Yet death
cornes, and forais, depart, time flows on,
and these forms grow dirn, and rïew smiles
follow old ones, and gone realities becorne
more and more shadowy, and ire neyer
know what the departed think of us now.
Anyhow, no messages, like those of old,
'come; and we do flot expect tbem, to-
day, or to-mo"row, as we used to do;
and ten, and twenty, or perhaps fifty yeari
pass away, and they become to, us dream-

like. 'k this our idrpal of union ? Is this
our perfe.ction of .ove? I blarne not
God's plans3 with us, but truly admire
thein; they are so mercif ul to us, connti-
tuted as we are. But yet the soul longs
for knowledge more abiding, more reid.
Ali! that cari be fourd, but only in Christ,
and af'ter Him in others who are like
Him. -' 1 arn alive for evermore !" That
is the only charter in God's universe for
life, love, and eternal union! Blessed be
God when we know Hirn wlo ià alive,
when wecari give our whole hearts to
Hirn, when we can speak to Hirn, eling
te F-irn, confide in Him, abandon oursel-
veïi to llir! Then only cari we our-
selves truly Uve. Ail short of this cornes
short of true life. For our life is eternal
only when its objea~ is so. Theri w-- cat
the bread of' life, and cari ne ver hunger;
drink the water of life, and cari neyer
thirst!1 Then shall we be truly unitedl to
ail whorn we can in the end love, and
have any fellowship with. And s0 at
the beginning of another year, in which
we are to go further on our .iourney to-
wards death and the unseen world, whiat
a joy it is to be able, in Christ's name, to
offer you ail good, and to, know that
whatever is worth possessing and enjoy-
ing fur ever is moFi surely yours, if you
wili but know and love Jesus Christ,Who
loves you and desires your lieart, who is
the Alpha and Omega, the First and Last,
and 'W ho has the keys of Hades and
of' Death. Amen!

TuIE LATE REV. WILLIAM LIERD-
MAN, RATTIiAY.

The Rev. D. S. Rae, Riffloch, who
preached in Rattray Parish Church the
Sunday following Mr, Hîerdnian's death,
spoke of him as follows:

IlI have not corne eitber unduly te
magnify tbe -rirtues of yout departed
ministor, or to Say that lie had no faillings.
Neither the love I had for him, when ne
wus living, nor the regard 1 have for hia
meamory when he is gne, warrants me
to Say anything of thekind. H1e was y


