
that its surface and cliniatal conditions wvere nfavorable to the laborsl
of the husbandmnan. Wlîile, to a certain extent, this nay be truei of
certain portionq, large area.9 exist Llhere wlîich, under.laid by the cal-
cameus siates and limestones of the Silurian and Jevonian systems,
possess a soit alinost precisely similar to that on 'vhiclî the Most pros-
perous settiements of western Newv Bru nswvick are situated, as seen ini

the couinties of Carleton and Victoria ; wvhile through. the interior of
the peninsula extends a broad are,&, ha';ing no great elevation above the
sea, bouinded on either hand by lofty ranges, and wvhich, but for its.
present comparative inaacessibility, -vould doubtless hiave long since
been brought into prorninence -as a desirable country for the fariner or
the stock-raiser. la this broad valley, which extends froni the Meta-
pedia R~iver to the Gaspé Basin, Most of the larger streams of the peniin-
sula take their rise. On the hili slopes great quantities of valuable,
timber, sprnce, pine and cedar, are found, while the upper portions of
the rivers flowv through extensive hiay swamps, and the conditions are
sueh, apparently, as to greatly favor the succes.sful development of this
section so soon as easy means of access are provided. At the present
time the population is confined entirelv to a narrow strip on eiLher
shore, but more particularly to the south side or that bordering, on the
Bay des Chaleurs, wvhere, the value of the ricli sous of the Lowver Car-
boniferous formation bas Iong, been known.

More than forty years ago, Logan and Murray explored many of
the streams of the Gaspé district and scaled the rugged peaks of the
Slîick-Shoek range, not only for the purpose of studying their structure,
but in order to elffectively carry ont a system of triangulation by wvhich
the prominent bill featuires of this almost inaccessible portion could be
accurately mapped. Since then others have traveî'sed the country in
neanly every available direction, and hiave outlined its physical and
g..ological structure wvith. much. care. It is, iowvever, iii that portion of
the Province, lyingy to the south and east, of the, St. Lawrence, between

Quebec and the Amnerican boundary, that by far the greatest amounit
of detailed geologicai vor lias been doue, and here, as everyone farniliar
with the history of Canadian geology knows, some of the Most interest-
ing and difficuit probleins peculiar to the science are presented, the coin-
plete wvorking ont of wvhich. lias not yet been accoînplishied. Here thé,


