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Cu.-iuiuSý.-That formn w'hich is thc inost easily distin-
guishiei and is at the same time also the most beautiful, is
knowvn as the Cumulus. These are the dome-like clouds that
appear an a showvery afternoon of sui-mer, wvhich are cormm-only
caîled " Thunder heads." They usually risc from a fiat base,
perhaps a mile above the earth ta a height of several thousand
feet highier, w~ith bold rounded tops often resembling huge
maunitains. Where the sun shines upon themn they present a
fieecy appearance, whcre it does xiot, they are dark and frowning.
When the opposite side from, the observer is exposed to the sun
they show m-ost beautifnil white margins being in poetic imagcrv
the clouds with silver lining.

STRATUS.-Stralus includes ail low-lying cloud sheets
wvhich have no definite forin, from the û.sat the surface of the
earth, ta clouds of considerable height. Lt is flot a cloud of
beauty, but is a usual accompaniment of duil weather and
cyclonic starms. Lt is sometimes the only cloud seen at a
single point for several days.

CIRZUS.-CYrrus is the name applied ta clouds composed
of long siender fibres, wvhich are sometimes delicately ; at others,
finely banded. They are the highest clouds we see, probably
ranging fram five ta eight or even ten miles ini height. In aur
latitude they generally more eastwvard, often wvith a velocity of
more than one hundred miles per hour, but owing ta thieir great
altitude, they appear ta mnove much more slowly. They un-
doubte-dly consist of icy particles similar ta those which float in
tlic lower atmosphere in aur coldest weathcr.

CIRII\O-STR 1 TU..-Cirro-Sltratus clauds cansist of wvavy
cirrus fibres iningled wvith bands of a more horizontal appearance.
They often extend across the cutire sky, wie.n they converge at
opposite points of the horizon and form the peculiar feature
known as " Noah's Ark." This is probably due to the perspec-
tive effcct of the parallel bands seen dircctly averhcad being
produced in opposite directions in parallel lines. They range
iiext in height ta the cirrus and like clouds of that class are in
gerieral an indication of a Ctorm.
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