
.ORIGINAL SKETCH 0F SERMON.

the observance of religious ordinances. We must not believe too
înuch. Ie wvho believes two and tvo makefive, %viI1 bejiîst as mis-
taken in his calculatioîîs, as '13e -%ho believes two and two make
thre. The truth lies betveen these extremes.

2 Iightcoisiicss s7îoîud bc Practical.
There is an intiniate connexion between faith and -woirks : the

latter, to bc acceptable, mutst bc flic fruiit of thie former. Religious
duties are numerous-all, hiowever, summed up by Solomon, thuls
" finally, let us hear the conclusion of the whiole matter ; fear God,
and keep his commandments, for thiis is the whole du-Ly of man.',
Christ embraces them, in twvo comprehiensive precepts: " Thou shait
love the Lord thy God with ail the hecart, &c,, and thon shait love
thy nefighibor as thiyseif."1 Moral and religious duties twofold, nega-
tive and positive. We are told what to avoid, and what to do.
The omission of a duty is often as hecinous as the performance of a
forbidden action. Illustratcd in the dealings of Saul witliflic
Ainalekzites, 1 Samuel x. 5. " To obcy is better than sacrifice, and
to heark-en than the fat of rains."1 Perfect obedience is requiired:
IlWhosoever shall keep the w'hole law, and yet oflènd iii one point,"
&c., James ii. 10, 11. We are told the " eye of flic Lord is every-
where,"l &c., and " that there is no creatîîre that is not mianifest.,"
&c. No action can escape the scrutiny The requiremeîîts of the
law are clear. " le bathi showed Ilic," &c., sec Micali v;. S.

3. Rigq7tteoitsncss qîuzst bc Exlcrirncetal.

God's service deminds the hie.rt. A m-.n's motives mus' bc righît.
lus conduct must bc the resuit of love to God and man.

"I sce tbie perfect Iaw requires,
Truthi in the inward parts;

Our full consent, our whole desires,
Our undlvidcd hearts."

Beliold, thou dcsirest,"1 &c., Psahms li. 6, '?. With respect to ypac-

ticcd riglitecusness, the best of mein bave been deficient. "Txere
is none rig-htcouis; no flot oiie.." With thec parcst nmotives a mari
may err iii judgnîent, an d, consequeiîtly, in practice. But men mnay
be riglit in hea1-t. David exhorted Solomon to "lserve the Lord
W-itlîa perfect heuart, axîd wvith awihlin miîîd, sec Psalms xxxii. 1, 2.
IlBut" says thie objector, Ilshow me a man who is pure in hueart."1
The demand is unî'easonable. Cod alune can do so, and lie lias
giveni his testimony wviLh respect to several. In Cen. vi. 9,-we learn
that "ohwas a just mîan, and perfect in bis geeuions." Job


