
ýORIGINAL SKE TCfl 0F SERMON.

BY TUE LATE REV. B. SLIGHT, A. M.

"Marvel not that I said unto thce, Yc mnust be bora again. The wvind bloweth
where it listeth, and thou hearcst the sound thereof, but canst not tell wlicnce it
coxneth, and whither it .gocth ; so is every one that is borai of thc Spirit -John
iii. 7, 8.»

In consequence partly of our natural blindncss and ignorance, and pýrtIy
of the deception, the cncrny of souls exercises upon us, the nature of truc
religion is mnuch misapprehiended. lence nmany things are substituted for
it A part is put for the wh)ole,-as repentance, opinions, ceremonies,
attendance on outward worship. But*We nced be under no inistalce as to
its true nature. The Seripture is plain, clear, and full in its descriptions
of the subjeet. No person with a candid riod, who wvill read with prayer,
necd niistake on this xuost impqrtant of ail points.

Our blcssed Saviour is the way, the truth, and the life; and the teacher
of the truc vay to life; and in the seriptures we have the record of bis
teaehing, and may by them rcap the benefit of so important a hclp.

Nt\icodemus, a ruker of the Jews, or a member of the Jewish Sanhcdrimn,
'havingr heard of the miracles of Jesus, and being convinced of his divinity
thereby, came to him by night to be tauýght. Our Lord procccded to cor-
rect bis false notions, and to, imipart correct ideas. He was suffi-
ciently sineere and desirous as to bc induced te go te Christ, but so inuel
under the influence of fear as to choose the niglit season, wvhen the oye of
man would not be upon hiin. l{owevcr, ho afterwards became more bold.
We should Icarn fromn this, reason for judging properly of' beginners.
There is mucli of the mixture of' earnality and worldly -views, with truc
desire te save the soul. What an intercsting interview 1 What important
instructions and directions he would receive! We have tue substance of'
them before us. We will enter upon their consideration. Notice,

I. TUiE IlNATURE'e 0F TIS CHANGE.

A xieessary and important change is frequcntly alluded te in Seripture.
Soînctimes as conversion, regencration, a new cro.ation, a new ercature,
putting off thc old man, and putting on the new mnan, walking not after
-the flesh, but aftcr the spirit, etc. Whatsoever tcrm. is used one thing is
meantr-viz., a çliange of heart.

The term IlBcing born again " was nsed among the Jews.**
It is that work of the HoIy Spirit by which we experience a change of

.hert, or the renovation of the soul by the Holy Spirit. It is the infusion


