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Apart from him, she has no friend and no
belper.  In fact, for some f'curs back, he has
supported her and himself out of a small
p%mmce of ahout £10 n year, the main purt
of it being w schularship or bursary which
he held in the institution. Itmay easily Le
supposed that amore than common love
bound the two together; and when the hour
of trinl eamne, nature whs stronger than faith,
and for a time gained the victory,

Sinee his baptism, his mother has seen
bim again, and seems so bound up in him,
that she professes her willingness, for his
sake, to give up her easte, and to come and
live with him, Time will shew whether
this is but the language of passion, ora de-
termination, of which there are not wanting
examples aziong native Christiuns—one at
least, if not more, in our ownmissior. The
ease is instractive in many points. IHow
illustrative of the character of the blessed
Jesus! For six years, his spirit strove
with this weak, doubting 1lindoo lag, led
him gently, bere with him patientiy, and at
Iust brought him safely into the fold. It
ghews, too, how continuously the system
followed by us keeps the gospel before tho
mind® It providesfor the watering as well
as for the planting.  In this case, while the
leaven was silently working in his Leart,
the gospel was preached to Kuilas all the
time almost every day Itis my firm be-
lief that there is no way of preaching the
gospel in words at this time followed, more
direct, more likely to be efticacions, or more
hlessed by God, than that which we have
always tollowed. DBnt of this more hereat-
ter, and in another form.

PUNA.
Infidclity amony the Joducated Youth,

When I speak of the importance of Iu-
na, I do not refer merely to the number of
its inhabitants—about one hundred thou.-
sand—nor to the fact of its being thelareest
military station in the Bombay Presidency,
but also to the circumstance of its being the
seat of a large, rich, and very influential
‘government college.  Until of late, the Pu-
na Sanskrit College, as it was eailed, was
a powerful engine to counteract all English
ideas; the Brahmins who studied in it be-
came versed in their ancient Jore, and ex-
pert dialecticians in its defence—sov much
80, that remonstrances have reached this
quarter from the aorth-west provinces ‘of
India, complaining that the mostinveterate
and powerful opponenis of reform were
Brahmins trained in the Puna College. But
reeently, the college has been liberalised.
the study of Sanskrit greatly limited, and
that of English greatly extended. Mind is
now actively at work in the college. Be it
remembered, that a large proportion of the
inhabitants of Puna are Braimins; alarge
majority of the students of the college are
the same; and that a more intellectual clnss
does nos exist in Yndis than our Marathi

Brahmine, Thedynast; that preceded onry
in occupying the Marathi country was y
Brabhminieal one; and for these, and other
reasons, the mind of all the region round
Puna and Bombay is, to un extent else-
where utnexampled, under the sway of Brah.
minical mind.  That mind is now in mot;.
on. The Puna College, instead of being o
dend weight, connteracting every cflort
advance, now powerfully propels the Drak.
minical mind from its ancient moorings.—
What a contrast between the college us it
is, and the college as it was! But, alas!?
although mind is moving, towards what i«
it making progress?  The destruction of
all faith in religion, as exhibited in the case
of the leading students, is profoundly meln-
choly. Deism is nfeeble term—it is mate.
rialism in its worst phase—Sadducceisin
that denies spirit and future existence—nay,
in some cazes, atheism.

The first great cffort of the new school
has been a determined assault on Christia-
nity. They have avowed their fixed re-
solve that no educated Brahmin in Pung
shall become a convert to christianity! for,
say they, we shall thoroughly exposcitsab.
surdities, until the very children i1 the
strects shall repeat them by rote. They now
publish o Marathi paper ence o fortight,
containing the most bitter attacks on the
gospel ; and no reply to the charges is re-
ceived by them,

Probably our own movements have led,
in part at least, to this envenomed hostility.
When My, Mitehell and T arranged our
plans for the four months of the rains, we
appointcd two evening lectures in the week
in the city for cducated young man; ant
these lectures, although not at fivst Hrnal-
Iy discussing the evidences of revea'ed reli-
gion, were continually on that importam to-
pic.  ‘fhe attendance at ficst was very nu-
merous, and the leading men of the college
came cut.  Suddenty it fell off, and we were
informed that they had unanimously resoly-
ed to attend no wmissionary lectures. Be
sides the lectures themselves, a fuet hadoce-
curred thag aroused all their opposition 1o
the gospel; a young Brahmin of Puna, for-
merly a pupil in the mission school bere,
had been baptized at Sattara, and all Puna
was in excitement.

T.ct me do these young men justice. Per-
haps my words convey a different impres-
sion from what T intend. Fearfully wrong
in religion—most deeply prejudiced against
christianity, and very unjust in both the
spirit and the facts of their animadversions
on it—all this they are; but the questionis,
whether, considering their training, they
could aave been very difierent. Unhappj-
ly, one of the Professors in the college is
avowedly an unbeliever; he scems to take
a pride in publishing his infidelity befere
the sun, and all his etforts seem concentrat-
ed on generating an anti-christian confede-
recy among the young men. Ths prinet



