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50 far to seek, for they were his own people,
(4) ** Ofttimes those who are nearest in place are
Jurthest in affection.”—M. Henry. Born king of
the Jews. They looked for one who, of Jewish
race, should become the ruler of ull the nations, The
secular historians of that time say that there was an
expectation over all Asia that one coming from
Judea should rule the world, This probably arose
from the Jews, who were dispersed everywhere,
and who eherishiéd the hope of Messiali's coming to
deliver their nation. Iis star in the east.
There are two theories concerning this star. One

is that it was a luminous, starlike body, of mirae- |

ulous origin, seen, perhaps, by the magi alone; the
other (first suggested by the
that it was a conjunction of three planets, Jupiter,
Saturn, and Mars, which took place about that time
and formed an appearance as of one hieavenly body,
This would receive special notice from a people who

astronomer Kepler), |

were students of the heavens, and were wont to in- |

terpret their appearances as prophetic,  'To wore
ship him. To do him homage s a prinee, and
perhaps to adore him as God. There is no warrant
for the eurrent tradition that these magi were
kings, named Gaspar, Melekior, and Balthuz y and
that they came from Europe, Asia, and Africa, The
tradition is wrought into a fascinating story in the
book Ben-Hur,

3. Herod thekinghad heard. Eitherthemagi
cume direetly to him or the report of their inquiries
reached his car.  He was troubled. 1le was un
old tyrant, hated by his people, tormented by a re-
morseful conscience, und in dread of approaching
death. Asa foreigner und usurper, too, he naturally
feared one who was born king. Al Jerusalem
with him. The court and the capitul alike
dreaded the disturbanee of a revolution and feared
the justice of a heavenly king even more than
Herod’s cruelties. (5) Kings have greater troubles
than cottagers. (6) 17 men kuew that Christ was
coming now would they not be troubled ? (T) Christ
will come at some time, and may come at any time ;
let us make friendship with him !

4. Gathered all the chief priests and
seribes.  The great council of the Jews, contain-
ing the heads of the twenty-four priestly courses
and the leading teachers of the law, Demanded
of them. His olject was to ascertain where the
one born king was to be looked for, that he might
destroy him.  Where Christ should be born,
The propheey of *“the Christ,” or the Messiah,
was the great thought of the Old Testament, and
was the confident expectation of all the Jews, That
he was coming none doubted, and that he was near
at hand many believed,

5. And they said. Without hesitation, as it
was well understood by the interpreters of prophecy,
But notice how different was their spirit from that
of the magi. They had knowledge, but at heart
were indifferent, while the magi were earnest seek-

three

ers after the truth, (S) One man may perish with
the Bible, and another may find God without it
In Bethlehem. The prophecy is found in Micu!s
5. 2. Written by the prophet. Thec prediction
is not quoted preciscly, but as was usial among the
Jews, when citing well-known Scripture, with such
A variation as would present more cleurly the
speaker’s purpose in the quotation.

+ Bethleheminthe land of Judah, “In" s
not a part of the original, which is * Bet hlehem,
land of Judah,” as we say, * Toronto, Ont.”
Princes of Juda. In Mical 5. 2, * thousunds of
Judah,” The *“thousands* were the divisions of the
tribe, corresponding to our townships, and cuch
had its prince or ruler, A Governor.
Christ, the Ruler of the world, Rule my peop
RevisedsVersion, * Sheplierd of my people Israe
people.
so that his purpose
What time. e
wished to know us nearly as possible the age of the
childshe purposed to slay he young child.
Perhaps he was unwilling to give him his royal
title, That I may come and worship hi
To his erimes he adds hypocrisy,

Jesus

one who feeds as well us governs his
Ty 8. Privily, Sceret]
might not hecome known,

He would kiss,
like Judas, that lie might betr 9) Zhere ix uo
villainy so great but that it will mask itse U under
show of picty.

9, 10. They departed. Taking their jour-
ney in the night, perhaps beeause eooler than in
daytime, perhaps becuuse they could not wait for
the morning. (10) Z%e king's business vequiveth haste,
Lo, the star. 1t had disappearcd after starting
them on their .innrnu.\'. but now it appes
more. Went before the Sceming to travel
through the They rejoiceds low
different their enthusiasm from the cold scholarship
of the Jewish rabbis, who knew but cared not 1o
seck the birthplace of their king !

11. Into the house. The temporary shelter
of the stable had been exchanged for a more permia-
nent home. Mary his mother. She was o
maiden of reth, of lowly station, though a de-
seendant of King Duvid,  Presented unto him
giftss The orientals always bring gifts when they
visit kings or great personages. Some have found
symbolical meanings in these gifts: *as 1o a king,

1 once

heavens,

the gold ; as to one who was to die, the myrrh; as
to a God, the frankincense.” —Origen. Frankine
cense. A fragrant gum, used i ifices,
Myrrh. A gum obtained by eutting a thorny tree
in Arabia: used for incense, us an anodyne (Mark
15. 28), and in embalming the dead (John 19, 39).
2. Warned of God in a dream. Wien
men were without the light of Seripture, God gave
to some on important oceasions the guidance of a
supernatural dream or vision. Into their own
country. Probubly Persia, beyond the Persian
Gulf. Another way, Perhaps they went di-
rectly to the Jordan, leaving Jerusalem to the north,




