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One of the pressing difficultios of' oducation is tho limited tirnoe
at the disposai of the teach'ois; and tho study of tho Classies,
if taken up thoroughly, beaves but littie leistiro fbr other studios
exeept as a by-play. This is not the catse in. Canada, and the
resuit is unsatistflctoiry as far as Classies are concerned. It is coû-
Stantly asserted thil, at loast haif of the timno that school-boys
spend in study, in and ont of school, is dovotod to this study, and
that very i'ew pass into the wvorld xvith more than a smattoring.
And this je not denied. Vie advocates of more modern studies
accordingly dlaim that the time of boys would be botter spent in
acquiring a practical krnowledge of modern languages, sucli as
Frenchi and Gorman, with Science, llistory and Englishi Litera-
ture.

We often hear the Chassices spùcen of as indispensable to pro)per
mental training. That they may become un excellent tr.,ining,
no0 one who lias studicd them properly wvill deny. That they are
the only possible mental training, it ie equally vain to assert.
Almost every study if faithfully -purswed, rnay become so, buit the,
worst of ail train.ings is that reccived froin studying superficially
what ono fels littie interest in. Anid the Classies are fet to, bo
increasingly remote from the spirit of the times. The cry c(,s
Up fromn parenlts that thehr boys are taught 'what Nvill ho of littie
good te them. Those who have had to do w%,ith education, have
often noticed the perplexity of the youing scholar as ho tries to
grasp simultaneously Englieli, Latin, Greek and Frenchi. But the
Classies continue to be taught, probably in consequence of th.,
conservatism o? teachers.

In conclusion, it would be rash to deny that there may poi'sib1y
bc a lose on the one side from the disappearance o? the Classies,
whiie we assert that there xviii be a great gain on another from
paying more attention to matters o? greater utility. Every change
lias its attendant disadvantages, and yet changes are îîecessary.
Nom do xvo xish to say a word aga.inst this -noble study as an
accomplieliment. To schoolînasters, who aspire to teacli intelli-
ge'tly Philology, English Litomatume and even English Gram-
mar, they are a nocessity. To mon o? letters and to ail, who
would fully appreciate Literature, they are an immense advantag,,e.
.No university would ho complote, without its Classical chair. But
the Higlier EPducation aimed at by Canadian echools ie not meant
Çxe1usivoly for the few to whom we have allucled,
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