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and luis own sacred Syriac. 0.a leaving, he shook hands warnwly with the
Secretaries and Mr. Girdiestone, and praised God for ail h5 haL rieen and
heard.-B. S. Reporter.

"LUTHER'S FIRST STUDY 0F TH1E BIBLE."'

A large inîumber of ladies and gentlemen met recently at the house of the
British and Foreign Bible Society, London, on the occasion of the presenta.
tien to the Society of Mr. Xard's celebrated picture of "Luther-% First
St.udy of the Bible." The Earl of Shaftesbury took the chair. The picture
te ho presented was huing on the wall of the staircase, immediately opposite,
the entrance door of the largre room, where the meeting was held, and
the doors being open, it was in -fuli vieNw of ail assembled. The proceedings
ha *Ving been opened by the Rev. Charles Jackson with prayer.

The chairmaR siaid :-Ladies and Gentlemen, a very few -preliminary words
f romn me %vill suffice. Yon have ail, no doubt, seen the very fine picture on
the staircase. That picture, entitied IlLuther's First Study cf the Bible," has

4beon purchased by a large nuiuber of subscribers, who desired tfe present it
to this Society. 1 think that you wrii ail agree with me that a more appro-
1priate gift couid flot ho made, and that a more appropriate place could nut be
1iound for it.

The Rev. S. B. Bergne th ;en read a brief staternent, dealing with the rise
and progress of the Socîety'Es perations in Germnany, and showing the amaz-
inig citent to wvhich, the translation of Luther had been dispersed through its
agency, not ily in the Fiatherland of the Protestant Reformation, and in
those sections cf the Austrian Empire wnere German is the .prevaiiing ver-
nacular, but in other countries far and near, where the German race lias
sought for itself a home.

Froni statisties fumnished it appcaredi that ýhe British and Foreigu, Bible
Society had printed ini German-Bibles 2,4716,240, Testaments 6,098,61I5,
Porti<>ns, 878,182-or a total of 9,453,537. 0f these the vast proportion wvere
according to the version of Luther, which holds the sanie place of h< inoutr
and influence ini Germany, that our own fondly cherishied authorized version
holds in England, and wherever the English language is spoken.

The Hon. A. Kînnaird, M. P.,. then presented th-~ picture to the Society
through the President.

The Ohairimian said :-Ladies and Gentlemen, as President of this niosi
noble Society, it is now my duty to accept, on your behiaif, the gift which bas
been profferedte us. I do so with deep gratitude and muclis.1tisfacti9-n; and
1l arn sure that ivhen I use those iyords Iamn expressing your sentiments. :Xnil
1 arn expressing ycur sentiments toc, when I say 1 trust this pictiire wil
becom-e an heircoini; for if there be a succession of life in this ccuntryv, I
trust there wili iso ho a stucce:-,ioni cf the Bible Society. Vieil, now, I have
very few words to add.- This picture sets bef ore us a great truth, whichi inust
never beý l<)5L siglit of, and that is, that tise Bible is the book to wlsich ive intust
ail go. It was the Bible which produced ini Lut.her's m~ined the f6rst iiipres-
sion of Truth,, and whichi first revealed to hini the light ini whici hie after wa;rds
h-asked. Anmd liere I arn reniinded of a reinark asade the othor day by a
man whc wili, I believe, prove, in a great meast re the Luther of his otvn
country-I miean the coiiverted Brahmin, Narayan Sheshadri. H1e stated,
iii speaking cf his own reliuious history, that the first thing which led Iiiii to
t.ieTr-ith %vas, not controveri:L preaelsing or controversial tracts, n' )r ffliy
thing else cf that kiisd, bat the reading of the Bible-that it wvazr froi the
Bible t1hat, ie derived the fir-st liglit tisat entered his mind. I arn ilot -,osne
to uinderyaiue preaclsing or oth-ýr subordinate nioans of promotinqGl'
Il Ory u.Id a ht whiatever (liffictilties miay arige in our country, even

if there should bc a suisp2ensitn cf whiat arc, called the mieans of grace, thiere
iz- thiq truth Nvllich Rloiil-d ho ever heftre u.â-tlsat the Bible wil tic its oWfl
wcrk, zind that tise Word cf God will -lever return nuto Hlm void.


