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With the exception of six months spent in missionary work at
Ganonoque his whole life has been spent in Glengarry. Towards
men of other creeds he was always kind and forbearing, so that by
ait he was revered as a patient and kind father. the Alexandria News
expresses well his fellow-townsman's appreciation of Bishop Mac-
doneil wvhen it says : Il We had almost corne to look on his presence
as an abidîng- blessing - so thoroughly had the social and spiritual
life of the comrnunity received the impress of his dignified per-
sonality. "

Born near Alexandria, ini 183 he entered St. Joseph's College,
now Ottawa UJniversity, where he made his ciassical course. He then
proceed to Regiopolis for theology and ivas ordained priest in 1862,
by Bisho«p Horan of Kingston,

Whiie Father Macdonell was stili a young priest hîs nobiiity of
character and administrative abilities marked himi out as worthy of
promotion. In 1 886, Bishop Cieary made him Vicar General of the
diocese of Kingston and when, ini 18go, thé Eastern counties ivere
erected into an independent diocese wvith the episcopal See of Alexan-
dria,Vicar General Macdonell'vas chosen to preside over its destinies.
The choice ivas a popular one and his consecration wvas everywhere
received with manifestations of joy and pride.

The task of adminîstering the newv diocese wvas an onerous one, for

parishes had to be formed, churches had to be built and, rnost of ail,
priests had to be found to minister in those churches. But, before
Bishop ft'acdoneil's eyes were closed in death, he could point toa
model diocese, divided into flourishing parishes with churches in
which a noble band5 of young priests, ail chiidren of the diocese,
ministered to the spiritual wvelfare of the people.

But Bishop Macdonell's activity wvas not confined to the spiritual
wants of the people alone. rhie beau tiful St. MNargaret's Academv
and Separate School and the inagnificent episcopal residence in
Alexandria, with the large General Hlospital in Cornwall, aIl bear
lasting testimony to the various lines in wvhicli hià administration
extended.

That lie wvas adrnirably fitted for his position is evident frorn the
fact that hie could preach iii English, French or Gaelic. In the latter
language, sa wonderfully preserved in the Highland county of Glien-
garry, Bishop Macdonell took a oreat iiîterest and it wvas bis pleasure


