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Pastor and People.

ANTICIPATIONS.

Oh ! it is strange to feel

‘That one day, bye and bye, the sun will rise
And chase away the gloom of midnight skies s
The birds will wathle forth sweet notes of praise,
And the wide world fresh songs of teiumph raise ;
But no response from my heart will rise

In joyous sympathy, or glad surprise.

Nature will still rejoice,
The fields will blossom 'neath the suobeam'’s

smile,
‘While zephyrs whisper thro® each leafy sisle ;
The foaming sea will dash aloog the shore,
Flingiog its crested waves just as before §
But my once hopeful hearst, and restless brain,
Will never joy in these fair scenes again §

The buoyant sons of toil

Will hurey forth, as now, with eager fest

The well known ways of each familiar street ;
The merry sound of laughter, and of song
Will still be heard amid life's busy throng ;
But, with the chilly sod beneath my head,

I shall be slumbering with the quiet dead.

The dear familiar friends

Whom I have met around the hearthstone here
To interchange affection’s words of cheer

Will gaze upon my cold and lifeless clay,
Mourning another spirit passed away ;

But no soft throb of love will thrill my breast
For those who linger here 'mid life's unrest.

Yet it is sweet to feel
That when Death’s shadows lengthen o'er my

way,
While this world's radiant visions fade away,
1 shall but leave Earth’s rippling streams of love
For the pure Fountain-head of joy above,
Where kindred spirits dwell and loved ones roam,
And Jesus waits to bid me ** Welcome Home."”
—Carrie Light.
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THE TEMPTATION OF CHRIST.

BY REV D. MILLAR.

‘The antagonists in this encounter in the
wilderness were champlon representatives of
the two great spiritual forces, good and evil.
Satan was no mean foe, though he was in.
capable of measuring the strength of his op-
ponent. He misjudged the nature of Chrlist.
He knew he need not attack His divinity ;
therefore he encountered Him as a man.
Christ, however, was invulnerable in every
part of His nature, both divine and human.
Satan sought in vain for a weak spot in His
cbaracter. He vas proof against the as.
saults of the Evil Ooe. Had there been but
one vulnerable part in His person, as in the
case of Achilles, depend upon it the devil
would have fouad it out, and sped with an-
erring aim the arrow of death. But as He
‘‘was without sin,” He could not be success.
fully assalled. He was certain of the
uitimate Issue ; and yet it Is impossible for
us even to copceive the feelings of the
Saviour when led by the Spirit into the wild-
erness to be tempted of the devil. Though
He was entirely submissive, yet He was the
Son of God. The Spirit’s attestation at His
baptism was : “ Thisis My beloved Son, in
whom I am well pleased.” He was likewiss
man ; not aman, but man—representative
man, humanity's embodiment. Adam re-
preseated a decayed, dead, sinful humanity ;
Christ represents a llving, progressive, sin-
less humanity. He ¢ was withont sin ;” yet
He was a sentlent creature, and possessed a
high-strang sensitive nature. The tempta-
tion to Christ must therefore have beena
horrible ordeal, more bitter than the agonies
of thecross. A hatefal personisrepulsive even
when out of sight ; and sensitive hearts re-
coil from the near approach of such an one ;
bot when necessity compels a more or iess
Innccent nature for a time to endure the
company of the vicious, how utterly abhor-
rent does the situation become—it can only
be truly measured by the degree of sca-
sitiveness and Innoceace of the respective
parties. If this feeling is so marked when
men of unlike natares are forced into each
other's company, what must have been the
feelings of the sinless Saviour when com-
pelled to spend a seasdn in the company of
the arch-enemy of sonls ?

The extremes in heaven and kell were
brought together in the temptation. In
it Christ suffered as our Exemplar and

Savicur. He “was led by the Spirit in‘o
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the wilderness to be tempted of the devil.”
May not this repulsive contact with the Evil
One have led the Saviour to desire that His
children should not be subjected to alike
ordeal? The Spirit led Him into the wild-
erness to be tempted.” Jesus advises men to
petitlon God through Himself that the Eoly
Splrit may not thus lead them into tempta-
tion—** After this manner pray ye "' *¢ Our
Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be
thy name,” . . . *‘lead us not Into
temptation, but deliver us from evil,” i. e.,
the Evil Oae. So subtle were the assaults
of Satan—too subtle for mere flesh and
blood—that Christ saw the necessity of man
guarding against Satavlc influence. God
tempts no man; but the Spirit maylead aman,
for sharpening or strengthening purposes,
into the wilderness, He led Job ; Satan did
the work of temptation. Few can stand the
trial ; tew can say, * Though He slay me,
yet will I trust Him.” But Jesus knew that
amongst men there were comparatively few
giants in faith ; hence when He uttered the
petition in the Lord’s Prayer—** and lead us
not into temptation,” He did so in the inter-
est of weak humanity as a whole. Tempta-
tions in the sense of trials appointed by God,
reveal man's sins and weaknesses, and are
meant to dezpen humility. Applied to Christ
such temptation had no force. He had no
sin ; and He needed no humiliation, because
He knew nothing of pride. Nevertheless
Satan was not deterred from exercising his
malignant spirit upon the Saviour. To our
eternal welfare bis attempts were unavalling.

It is not the Splrit’s custemary occupa-
tion to iead us into temptation, but rather to
deliver us from the Evil One. He is the
Christian’s leader. Christ says : ‘¢ Howbeit
when He, the Spirit of Truth is come, He
will guide you into all truth ; for He shall
not speak of himself ; but whatsoever He
shall hear, that shall Hea speak, and He will
show you things to come.” Again, ia the
temptation—Iio the Saviour's submission for
a time to the obnoxlous company of the
devil—we bave a very strong manifestation
of our Lord's great love for sinners. ¢ It
behoved him thus to suffer,” Men may seek
the company of the vicious, not coveting
thelr company, but in order to find an op-
portunity of preaching Christ. Iondeed we
find Jesus Himself in the company of the
fallen and degraded ; and He thus justified
Himself when questioned : ‘* I came not
to call the righteous but sinnersto repent-
ance.” Bat no redeeming feature could
make pleasant His association with the Evil
Oae. Not one trait of goodness was in his
nature, he was wholly bad, and his purposes
were entirely malignant. The heart of
the malefactor upon the cross was melted as
He looked upon the Saviour suffering for sin-
ners. Heasked and obtained Christ’s for-
giveness ; and his salvation atthe eleventh
hour would help to alleviate the bitter pangs
the Saviodr was then suffering. Jesusin the
wilderuess might conquer—He would con-
quer the Evil One—but e would die hard,
unmoved by the graclous office of the
Saviour, for he was impervious to eitber
divinpe or buman inflaence. We are ac-
customed to dwell upon Gethsemane’s past
siop, and: we try to fathom the Saviour's
agony which led Him to pray, “If it be
possibie let this cup pass from Me! Never-
theless, not as { will, but as Thou wilt.” Or
we may dwell upon that heartrending
prayer which escaped Hislips as He bung
upon the cross, * My God, my God, why
hast thoun forsaken Me!” We lcok upon
these experiences of our Lord as the climax
of Bis endurance for sioners. But Christ
conquered in the wilderness: then was the
hour of His greatest trlumph ; then, insult-
ed by the Evil One, submitting, for our
sakes, 10 the biting sarcasm of the tempter,
« 1§ Thou be the Son of God, command that
these stones be made bread 1" “ If Thon
be the Son of God, cast thyself down 1" ¢All
these will I give Thee, if Thou wilt fali down
and worship me 1’ His sloless soul was
plerced to the quick, and His noble nature
received such a shock through contact with
the devil, that His subsequent sufferings

dwindle lato lnsignificance. True manhoond,
true womanhood, suffer most when the
spiritual oature is wounded and insulted.
Many Christian men and women have died
a martyr's death rather than abjure religious
principle. The temptation In the wilder-
ness was an insult to Christ's dlvine person,
imposed by the meankst and most subtle ot
all adversaries. Peter's deplal, the betrayal
of Jjudas and Christ’'s cruciixion by the
Jews, were less keenly felt by Him:. While
we then adore Cbrist banging upon the
cross, and bless the Savlour for a complet-
ed redemption, let {us never forget that
Jesus paved the way to this final issue when
Be trumphed over Satan in the wilderness.
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THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR
PLEDGE AND MISSIONS.

At a recent meeting of our Eundeavor
Soclety, this question was asked : ' **Can
the members of oar Soclety be faithful to
their pledge and not be interested in mis-
sions?' TFor a few moments let us consider
this question. To dothis we must look at
our pledge and see clearly, first, to whom we
are pledged; second, for what weare pledged,

Every Christian has in some way ac-
knowledged his alleglance to Jesus, the King
of kings. The members of the Christian
Eudeavor Society have taken their oath of
allegiance in the form of their pledge. Then
let us read the pledge inthis way: ‘¢ Traust-
ing in my King, the Lord Jesus Christ, for
strength, I promise Him.” For have we not
sald unto Him the Lord Is our Kiog?

When our Queen would send one of her
snbjects as an ambassador to another
country, does she not choose the man who
promises to obey her will, who promises to
strive to do whatever she would like to bave
him do? In our pledge to Christ, from be-
gioning to end, we promise no more than
the Queen's subject must promise her. We
first promise to striveto please Him, then to
pray every day, and so must the Queen’s
ambassador hold communication with his
sovereign telling what he has accomplished,
and receive the needed advice. The wise
statesman will study well the books and
documents relating to the laws and govern-
ment of his country; in like manner we prom-
ise to read the Bible, our statute-book.

We promise to support onr own Charch.
and attend all her services. The Queen's
ambassador would require a good ex-
cuse for absenting himself from aoy state
function, or interview with his sovereigo.
And op, throughout the whole pledge, might
the analogy be carried, but this is the im-
portant point, we are ambassadors for Christ,
If the loyal subject of the earthly soverelga
will obey his Queen’s command, at any cost,
will gladly aod -proudly defend her honor,
even with his life, what of the subjects of the
heavenly King? Are we ready to obey His
commaunds, ready to honor and glorify His
name either by our life or our death ? Sup-
posing we are ready, then, what are His
ccmmands? We bave given Him our
pledge that we will do what He would like
to have us do. To learn His will we must
hear His voice, to know His commands we
must read them In His Word. Many of His
commands will we find given in the early
part of His ministry before He had suffered,
before He bad given His life for the world’s
redemption. But His great command and
His last solemn charge come to us, not
from Jesus Christ in His humiliatlon, but
from the mighty Conqueror of sin and death,
from the glorious and exaited King, who,
just before He left for that far country to
receive His Kingdom, calied His servaats
and sald unto them: “ Go ye into all the
world and preach the Gospel to every
creature. Go and teach them to observe
all things, whatsoever I have commanded
you.” This command comes dowa the
ages to us, losing none of its imperative
force. If we take His promises and believe
they are for us, we must also take His com-
mands: “If ye love Me keep My com-
mandments.” This is Christ's test act,
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This command, theo, is to all who lop
Him, to all who acknowledge Him as thy;
King. What now of the question: gy
the members of our Society be faithful g
their pledge and not Le interested in mj;.
slons.” I3 such a thing possible ? Chyly
made no exceptions when He salg, "G,
ye.” But let us not look at this only in 1,
light of duty. Should not the love of
Christ constraic us to go? Go into your
home and work there for Him ; go iy
other homes and bring sunshine and happi.
ness ; go to the sick and the sorrowful ; g
to the hungry and thirsty ; go tothe stracge
and take him in; go ioto any aud erery
part of the world and do kind deeds apg
speak loviog words for Christ's sake. H,
wants you to have that missionary sphi,
that readiness to go though He may neve
call you to leave your home. Christ may.
want someone in India or China, some ig
Africa or South America, some io our owp
North-west fields. But he expects us alt 15
be ready to go wherever He wan's us, ready
to follow at the King's command ; r2ady, for
the King's business requires baste.

75 the parable of the Great Sapp:r, tke
Klog said to his servaats, * G out quick.
ly.” Do voudoubt the need of this haste?
Lift up your eyes and look on the fields for
they are wnile already to harvest.

* The restless millions wait
‘That Light, whose dawning
Maketh all things new.”

Chrlist also waits, but men are slow ang
late. Let each one ask: ‘“ Have I dom
what I could?” Yes, the King's buslneg
requires haste. And, as when oa earth, Hy
meat and driok was to do His Father's wil),
so when He left, He gave to His followarsthe
work of carrying out His Father’s will, aod
the Father's will is, that all men should be
saved and come to a knowledge of the trmb,
¢ As the Father hath sent Me into the world,
even so0. send I you.” It Is for us to riseto
our great responsibility, to our gloriouns and
exalted privilege, as the Ambassadors of
Christ, And when we pray : ¢ Thy King.
dom come, Thy will be done an earnthasit
i{s in heaven,” we should understand that oo
each rests obligations for the fulfilment of
that prayer,

¢ If ye kaow these things happy areye
it ye do them. Strive to do what He woold
like to bave you do, then shall the Kg say
uato you at that day, * Oome, ye blessed of
my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared
for you from the foundations of the world.”

M.

UNIVERSAL LAW IN NATORE.

Everything that occurs in Natore Is the
result of some law instituted to bring itto
pass. No phenomena are in opposition to
the laws of Nature, vor are the laws of
Nature ever set aside in order to bring aboot
conditions or circumstances that would be
more conducive to men's welfare, than the
operation of the original laws themselves.
Even “miracles” are, no doubt, I strict
conformity with the primitive and immutable
scheme of Divine government, which bas
maintained the universe in its integrity asd
sublime order ever since the time of tha
sweet aurora, when the * morniog stars sasg
together, and all the soms of God shouted
for joy:” we call them *supernatural,”
slmply because they are effected, not by sus-
pending the laws, but by exhibiting the uo-
accustomed powers of Nature. For therels
a spirituallaw within, and thas above, every
natural law, which, being necessarily in per-
fect harmony withit, may dignify andes
pand its operation, but can never coniradit
it. 1f we feel disposed to regard miracles
as works requiring the suspension of tbe
laws of Natuare, it isagain simply becausewe
do not understand—and in this, our presest
life, probably canuot so anderstasd—theim.
mensity and fulness of the laws of Natue
nor see how occurrences, apparently quite 3t
varlance one with another, may yet bei
harmony and be qoite compatible wha
viewed by the light of some grand and ome*
potent principle which originates and io
cludes both.—Z, H. Grindon.



