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asry wny contribute ta the elucidat ion cf a question
bgrre the bouse, lit aiways sure cf an attentive and
gespe.-tftulhearing. Eiders in ay occasion ally feel thal
in appointnmcnts ta standing and other committeca
îiaey do not receive equal represenat:oa with thear
cletical brethreaa, but this is a matter which, aller due
consideratiln, might easily bc remcdied and rendercd
latistactery to nIl. At prescrit, it is truc a laymaas as
iceligible for tht Miodcraîorship. Il dots not folloiv
that ne change ln thîs respect is passible. At tlae
Anericatf Assembly this year, Governer D3enver
Of pensylvanla, was elected Vice-Modetrator, nd
tuhen called on te preside, he did se wtth ranch
dignity aaad ernicir.ncy. Tht ather day the Prebbytery
o f% t' litby made a-significant departure front aimite-
motai usage. la making appointînents for the an-
duction cf a mnister, tht duty of addrcsaing a con-
gregatien vas assigned tena able caald respectcd elIder
igithat Presbytery. Indications like these would tend
ta the hopte that if the important service wvhich the
eldership bas in its power te rcndcr would bc lully
utiliied it must be more fuily drawn uapona than it is nit
prescrnt. WVlat speciai handrances stand in the îvay cf
elders takirîg the share cf Cburch work for which lhey
are best fitted ?

211E SNEER AS AN ARGUMENT

TatouGit net recognizcd ameng the regular imple-
nients of orthodoc lagic tht sneer bas a place tmuth
mare promainent than tbat tn wlaich it is entitled in
ordinary,every-day argumentatien. It isont ofnaturc's
wecaponsofcfranctand decience. ln ita effectivenres
itvaries considerahiy From tht rouglîest BilIingb-
gate to thetrefintd and polished cpigram it bas wide
range, Is it ont ai Tn.ath's instruments, or is it ever
useful ia convincing any one cf errer? Darwin, in
cite cf tire maiiy illustrations drawn from his observa-
tion, endeaveurs te prove the simian enigin cf axan
by tht traces of animal charactenistics i'et discover-
able in members cf the buman family. Ht instances
the sucer of some men as being nothing cisc than the
lingerng snap and snarl cf the deg. Wbatevr
scitnce niay say about the descent ai nman, 1 e
scientist's suggestion as te ,Ahe cangin cf tht sne, , i
atîtast plausible. il bas much more cf instinct ihan
remsn in il;- it is more animal than rational.

Thiat telling thougb net ungenial satire and even
scorching sarcasin bave a place in legitimate argu-
muetation few will deny. To be benaeficiently cffec-
ive they must bc skilfully and dexterously used. It
is aot abselutety nccessary that satire should be cruel
and stînging, holding ils victiaitaup ta rnerciless
ridicule and scora. That it May be kindly ands
huanaly nmpleyed one bas anly ta glance over
a boutad volume of the Miost popular of the varicus
cornc striais that circulate among the pet Whca
the events and incidents which suggest -'tellinig

cartoon bave receded inte preper perspective the
icidhas test its sharpacas and tht kindly and humer-
ous impressions remaîn.

%Vhat can bt dont witb perverse stupidity, imper.
vious te reason and insensible te cvery proper con-
îideration? iluw are you ta mccl and expose the
plausible suphisai af a niot over-scrupulous antago.
mist? %Nbat mort effective aid than that suppiied 'by
iimble and goad-nptuned naillery and delicate sar-

caai These bave their place, and it is well te re-
ettaber that they should be kept in their place. Ont
*killd in the use of these iveapens ta but human aiter
anad may bc tempted te a too-frequcnt and cruel

of a weapon hie can se cleverly wield. Whcn
e use cf a satire ta prompted by tht primary desire

o wound, miachief is sure te follewv. Tht desire te
ffct pain, for ibe nitre sake of inflicting it, on an-
ber, springs frout, neither a Christian nor a kindly

tait By its employanent you May or Miay Dot cure
ur friend of a deaert, but you are certain te
use reseunment that will do nes-iacr ci you ara> gorid.
tis fot a tinging but a soir answer that turnetb away

Btiween delicatc and polishrd satire and a coarse
iteathere is a garent différence, that besptaks wîde
tgrecs cf morai and mntal. culture. Tire asega
-tht Caffie or tht -no;soned arrow cf tht nomad
very dîîTcèrent froin the Dara'ascus blade, and the

ifference is as great between the brutal sneer
f the un-utored tramp and tht sparkling cpi-
m of the travcellcd man oi the world. But abey

-y be alike in tbis, that- bath are eqvaliy hearticss

and cruel. There arc examples In Scripture of the
employmcnt of irony ln behalf of the truth, and there
are instances of the scoli and thetintcer that aliculd
prompt every right.thinking rand well-disposed mmnd
carefully te avoid th% use cf what apparentlv ini its
nature is neyer aught but coarse and cruel. If one
îvnuld sec how lcathsonae the brutal sneer can be-
corne, look sie.adfastly nt the cross of Christ during
the wcary bouts of the crucifixion. The mocking,
ribald jests and raillery hcaped on the aganazed
Sufferer appcar in thicir true character in thre narrative
cf that stupcndeus event. Tl'e augusi Sufferer weï un-
inoved by them. He bail no w«)rd in reply. When
He was revilcdl, H-e reviled net again. The voung
Christian may inke courage frem this. Who can tel
how many yourag seuls are kept in tht bandage ci
cvii for fear of the encers and gibes cf foolish coan-
pantions? Tlacy are se afraid cf ridicule that thcy wil
net fulcw what conscience says is rigbt. Afterail a
sner as ne argument. It as neyer employcd exccpt
when a preper or convincing rcasen as wanting. The
wcakncss is not nccessarily with the intended victite
of the sncer, but the ane whio empîcys it leaves ne
doubt that has case is wcak as it is prestamably wicked.
Whaever fears a sneer directed against wcll-deing
quails belore a shadow.

THL Illusftated Lmndon Ncte-us, Amneracan Iidîtt:en
is desez-wedly a astral; in pnpular faveur.

LirIF.LL., LaviNu. Au£1 tBoston. Littell & Co.)-
This, the firàt and tht best cf cclecttc miagazines, con-
tinures tu gave ats readcrs the latest and mes: interest-
1ng contributions tu the laterature cf the day.

Oua Liiix.o.K %.ND rit£ NURSERY. (ies-
ton. Tht Russell Publishang Co.>-This universai
favourate %vith the ltate folks kccps up ats excellent
reputatien by contafluing te gave attractive readang
and fine illustrations.

HARPERSb YOUNG PLOî'LIE (New York. Harper
& Brotherb.>-*Ihis standard magazine as eagerly
loukcd fer and welcomed by its wide circle cf readers.
Frern week te week it presents a rici and varied ar-
ray cf intcresting, ainstructive and pleasing articles,
mast cf therm handsemeiy illustrated.

TEE AMERic,%N Mè%oAzaz4E. (New York:. The
American Magazine Publishing Co.)-This magazine
bas made its way rapîdly te the front rank ai finely-
illusta-ated periedical literature. The June number
presents its readers wath înost attractive and mascel-
lancaus contents. "bl Dreani cf Anarchy and Dy-
namite " is c-ncluded. There are various interest.
ing descriptive articles richly embcllished by the ar-
tÜst ; fiction and peetry and short story are well
reprcsented and the customary departmaents will bc
scanned with pîcasure by the reader.

SCRI13NEWS MA1,GAZINE. (New York. Charles
Scribner's Sons.)-The attractien cf the June nuir-
ber is the first cf the promised stries of papers an
railways. The initial paper, extensively illustrated,
gives much valuable information respecting the pro.
gress cf engineering as well as numeroub interestang
details concerning railroad construction. A paper cf
a dafférent sert but by no ineans less interesting, as on
IlHospital Life." There is a short appreciative sketch
cf Carclînal Newnîlr by Augustine Birreil, and Rab.
crt Louis Stevensonx contributes bis wonted paper.
The striais, wcrthy the reprtation cf thear respective
authors, are contanued. Scnibne>'st as successfully
holding its own.

HARPER'S IVAtAZINE. ýNew York:- Harper &
flrnthers.)-An excellent portrait cf the late Danah
Moloch Craik forins the frontîspiece cf the June,
number cf 1-apr's. The opening paper is cnt cfIgreat interest to the gentral readers. IlLondon as a
Laterary Centre," containing as at dots much infer-
mation and a number cf clear and vrell-defincdl por.Itraits cf those who have earncd a place in the liter-
aty~ranks. There are a number cf descriptive papers
copieusly and beautitully illustratéd, ameng thein
tg'ak-ctches an Capri," IlThe Central State," " Sur.
pliced Choira in New Yeti.," "lImpressions an Bur-
nuose and Saddle," and Charlts Dudley Warner's
second papet on Chicago, in the I Great We.st Ilser-
tes. Wiliam Black, Henry, James and Wialliami Dean
Hoivclls are the isoted naines in the fiction cf the
number, white short sterats and poems by en.inent
centributors; enhance îts value. The usual depart.
,ments arc weil supplied, with good tbings.

TUE MZSSION4 R Y iVORLD.

Writing regarding lais %vert. for anoatier year, Dr.
Prinski Scott says :

Perlaaps you will be interesteid te know something
about our patients. Out of the sevenly-sevcn, fifty.
six were jews. siixtre mf these being jewish wvoinen.
WVc had aise naine Greeks, four Armenians, thre
Turks, thrce Germin and twe English-nut a bad
ycar's ork for a sanali lanspital in the first year cf its
existence, esperially if yama trike inte coansideratian
jewish prejudice. lly <lint of parsevcranre and kind.
ness te tht patients we have 'ivercome many. difficul.
tics, su that even thc nînre bigoied >ews prefer
comîing ta our lanspital, îvhere tlaey wili be more
kîndly treated than at their ovn. W'e ha-ve tane way
gavera in te thecir prejudice, and every Jew on admis.
sien knew lac had to conformn te certain ruites, and ait
tlarough thcy laad shewn a spirit ni tnlcration, and in
anuny cases a desire tu know the truth.

S- T-, a middle aged Jew, tiae father cf a
very respectable farnaly, ivas stnt te tht baspital by a
Jewish dector, as patient cauld ne lengt pay for
iriedicine and advic. Thre nan wvas suffering frein a
chrenic distase of the liver, with ascites. Ht was ta
the bospital for tbree anths, during which trme I
tapped him eight tints. 0f course the dîsease iras
incurable, but sti.1 cadi apcration gave lain great re-
lief and lengthentd eut bas 1.ft. The doctor that ad.
visedhim te coe litre tuld him, hc %ould have a
better chance a: tht Ms..,un titan ai rtht Jetvish hoes.
pital. Diaring h4z lonk; tay uf thice niunths wc had
maaay opportan'ties fui @Lunveràaltun. Tht members
cf tais famiUy -bhandsome young mtn and wvomen-
attcnded reguiarly at'aur meetings. Thas man and
bais family are oather examples cf very strict Jews wbo
have been brough:t under the influente ef tht Mission
througb the bospital. They could have been
rcachcd in ne other wvay. As this pattent was a
prom int a ember cf tht synagogue, and ivell knewa
ta tht chici Rabbi, every effort ivas made te take taim
away irom; us, and they ultiniaely succeeded by
threatening that, should hie dit in 'riur bospital,
burlai in a Jcevish cemctery wvould be reiused. 1 was
beside tht man in tbis last heurs, and bave sirace
continutd ta receive visita from i-ntmbers of the
faînily. This burial question is a sericus malter. I
hand sonne communications an tht subject with some-
leading Jews, principally wiîb the secaety that looks
allter tht burying cf tht dead. It stems that tht
chicf Rabbi's p-ancipal objection avas, that in case of
a deatb there wvas nobody besîde tbern te say tht

"SI:ed:.»Of course 1 was flot considered qualified
te say at, being a "I,:. Put the authorities told
me that, should I bc willîcg ia case of a dtath, or
rather in the case of a man about to dit, ta admit attm-i
ber of the burying seciety te watcb by the patient and
pcrferm theix ceremenies, they weuld raise no further
questions on the subject ef burtant. 0f course 1 told
them, I could nat subiect myself or the other patients
te tht intrusion cf strangers for an indefinite timait;
but slaould I have a case which 1 cansider in a vtry
dangerous condition, tbey would be welcome te coe
and remove bim. 1 amn glad that, witfl tht exception
cf tht ont case te avhich I have alluded, we have had
ne case cf death ;Dut cf tht fifty-six Jewish patients,
which has dont a geod deal te make cur hospilal
pepular. 1 bave no doubt that somte cf tht bigoîed
Jews h'iour uncler tie delusion that 'ia case of death
we shaîl try to pe'rsuadc tht patient and clandestinely
baptize, but 1 have ail through, in my deahnga wvath
the Jcws, made it a point net te mention tht subject cf
baptisai. Wc arc sent ta preacb, and once tht man;
is really converted, and dtsircs te mak-t an open con-
fession, he will seck cf bis cwn accord admission ante
the Christian Church by baptiamn. It as anc cf
tht coanmoncst errera among tht Jews that tht
missionarits enly wish te baptizt, and that it is the
chief requisite in becomîng a Christian. Ve must
sternly figbt againat surcla an idea.-Church o, Scat-
land Home and Foreign Mifissian Record.

Ar the annual meeting cf the WVoman's Missionary
Society, held at Philadtlplîia last wcek, àt was an.
neunced that Mrs. Henr-y D. Gregory bad daed sud-
dtaty wvhite seated on tht plaifuim. Sht had been.
invited te a seat there, as st wab ta lead an tht de-
votions cf tbocae aacmbied. la a fécw toucnang wàrds,
aîad a voace imprebbive avaab emutauns, Mlri. Schtnck
set fur h tht work tht detased lady bad accoin-
plished for -Christ
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