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as evidenced by the number of new cu +_regstions or- I

ganiced of late years.  Fifteen of the French mission-
atics trained by the Board are now labouring in the
United States. 1t was agreed to cnier into corres-
pondeace with the authoerities of the Church in the
New _ngland States as to the adjustiment of the
French nussion work there and in Canada.,

The following were appointed the Executive for the
year. Pnncipal MarVicar, Professurs Serimger and
Cousairat, Dr. Meore, Messrs., Jordan, Campbell,
Doudiet, D. D. Scott, Fleck, Craikshank, Cattanach,
McCaul, Morton and Warden.

The Treasurer presented a seport as to the state of
the fund, showing an mdcbiedness to missivnares,
etc., of upwards of $6,000 at this date, or about $2,500
in excess of the amount due at the same period last
year. It was explained that this was not owing to
any deerease thus far in the contributions received,
but chiefly to the fact that the balance on hand at the
Leginning of this year was about $3,000 less than the
preceding year. It was resolved to effect a temporary
loan immediately to meet pressing claims, and the
Chalrman and Sccretary were instructed to issue 5
culars stating the case and asking liberal cuntrit atwns
on behalf of the work,

An application from the Presbytery of St John in
regard to Grand Falls, N. B., was reccived, and it was
agreed to ¢ operate with the P'resbytery in the fur
therance of the work there.

The Sccretary reported that he had recently corres
ponded with upwards of forty persons with a view to
secure a number of additional colporteurs for the work.
He laid on the table applications from nine persons
with: testimonials as to their qualifications. Some of
these had at his request appeared before the Presby
teries in whose bounds they were and had been duly
certified. The Exccutive were instructed 1o meet with
all the applicants personally ufter they had reccived
Presbyterial certificates and secure the services of as
many of them as in their judginent are suitable, pro-
vided the state of the fund and the response to the
appeal abuut to be made will wacrant them in so
doing. There is at present an opening fur a large
namber of colporteurs, and it is most desirable in the
snterests of the work that the present limited staff’ be
largely increased.

Books and dbagazines.

THE EDUCATIONAL MoNTHLY. [Toronto: Edu-
cational Monthly Publishing Co) 74e Zducationa!
Monthly for November is in all respects an excellent
one.

LITTELL'S LIVING AGE. {Boston . Littell & Co.;
This welcome weekly continues to supply its readers
with the ablest and nost recent results of European
litarary activity.

Tue New Muun. (Lowell, Mass.. The New Moon
Publishing Co.)—This cheap-pniced magazine opens
with a dissertation on ghosts and contains a number of
varied short articles and other attractive reading.

THE SIDEREAL MESSENGER. Conducted by Wil-
ham W. Payne. (Northfield, Minn.; Carleton College
Qbservatory.)—The number for November contains
valuable reading to those intercsted inthe study of
astrozomical science.

Tyr HOMILETIC REVIEW. ‘New York Funk &
Wagnalls ; Toronto : William Briggs.)— The Novem-
ber number of this most valuable theological monthly
has a variety of attractive and able contributions by
soine of the best writers of the day.

Vick's ILLUSIRALIED MouN1nLY Mavazine. (Ro-
chester, N, Y.:. James Vick.)—This beautful httle
monthly, though chicfly designed for those interested
in horticulture, contains much vaned family reading.
The coloured engravings appearing cach month are
simply exquisite.

Tae CoxMUNICANTS' MaxuaL. By the Rev. D.
M. Gordon, Winnipeg. (Toronio: S. R. Briggs.)—
This valuable little manual, containing a course of
Bible instruction in connection with the Lard's Sup-
per has already gained, as it descrved, a wide apprecia-
tion, T}gsm - thousand is now issued. Young people

0 every congregation will find it to be a trustworthy .

guide.

Tne ENGLISH ILLUSTRATED MAGAZINE. (New
York: Macmillan & Co.)—A fine engraving of Sir
Joshua Reynolds’ picture of Lady Sarah Suubury

scrves as a frontisplece to the November number of

, this high«lass but moderate-priced magazine. M.

Laing Mcason descrives interestingly “An Adven.
ture 1n Afghamistan.”  This 1s followed by a copiously.
Mustrated description of * Newcastle-on-Tyne " and
the second paper on “ London Commons,” contains
much that 12 interesting.  The other illustrated paper
13 on * Cheese Fanming at Chester,”  * Aunt Rachel”
1s continued and * Alcornbe’s Choice” 1s a wellowritten
short story by Frederick Boyle.

thiNDOOISM PAST AND PRESENT. Wathan account
of recent Hlindoo reformers and a brief companson
between Hindooism and Chnisuanny. By J. Murray
Muchell, M.A, LLD. \Toronto. Kchgious Traw
and Book dociety.;

IN SUUTHERN INDIA. A visit to some of the clasf
misston stattons in the Madras Presidency, By Mrs,
Murray Mitchell, author of * In India,” “ A Mission.
ary 3 Wife Among the Wild Tribes of South Bengal,”
cte. f the bovks recently pubnshed by the Keligious
1ract docicty vi London, not the least interesting and
valuable arc * Hindooisiy Fast and Present,” by Dr,
Murray Muchell, and the other, * In Southern Indw,”
by Mrs. Murray Mitchell. Both authors arc wen
known not only in the mission ficlds of Indin and in
Britain but also on tlus side of the Atlantic. [t s
cause of thankfulness that,after a long period of actual
service in the mission field, both are spared to do so
much tn enhightening the mind and warnunyg the heart
and stimulating the encrgies of the Church in connec-
tton with the furtherance of the gospel of salvanon.
In Dr. Mitchell's book we 1ave a compendious but
clear and correct account of thindootsm, both in 1ts
more ancient forms and uts later moditications, mclud-
ing those of recent Hindoo reformers. Ihere 1s an
account of the sacred books of the Hindoos, their
worstup and the several Hindoo sects. There s
no beuter book for giving the general rcader an
dea of lHindooism, or for serving as introduction
to-a study of the more exclusive wntings on Indian
rehigion of Bnush and Continental scholars.  Mrs.
Mitchelts ~ In Southern India " 1s a goodly volume
of about four hundred pages, giving a tost in-
structive and graphic account of missionary visits
to the chief mission stations in Southern India. Start-
ing from Bowmbay they (Dr. and Mrs. Mitchellyvisited
Poona, Madras, Chingleput, Tanjore, Madura, Tinne-
velly, Travancore, Cochin and many other places,
Much interesting missionary mnformation 1s given,
But nussionary work 1s not the only subject referred to
in the book. Mrs. Mitchell took a lively interest in
everything which she saw, and wrntes with the ease
and grace peculiarly charactensue of a lady. Une
chapter 1s devoted to the early missions to Indta, and
there are interesting accounts ot the Synan Chnisuans
of Malabar and of the white and black Jews of ¢ achin,
Both these books may be obtained from .. Reh-
gious Book and Tract Society and 1t is hoped that they
will have a large arculation. Mrs. Mutchells * In
Southern India™ will, we trust, be read ' y many of
the members of our Wouman's Foreign Missionary
Society. We should add that it has a’very good
map of Southern India and a large number of illus-
trations. The price of both works is very reasonable,

FRENCH EVANGELIZATION,

At a meeting of the Board of French Evangelization,
held to-day, the fund was reported to be in deb. tothe
extent of $6,000, amuch larger indebtedness than at
any:  ddunng the past nine years. Thisis a cause
of grave anxiely, threatening as it does a serious con-
traction of the work. To meet the present urgent
claim it was resolved to effect a temporary loan, and
to appeal to the congregations of the Church to come
to the help of the Board in this emergency. In addi-
tion to liberal contributions on behalf of the general
work, it was agreed to solicit a special collection on

Thanksgiving Day—12th November—in aid of the

Pointe-aux-Trembles Schools, from those congrega-
tions whose thank-offerings on that day are not oth¢~-
wise allocated. The present scssion of these mission
schools opened a fortnight age.  Theattendance has
been somewhat affected hy the epidemic prevailing in
the city. Thus far, however, the pupils number
cighty and it is expected that a considerable addition
will be made to thie number during the present month,

Soliciting an carly and libera? response, yours faith-
fully, D. H. MACVICAR, D.D., Clasrinan.
RoBT. H. WARDEN, Sceretary.
198 St. fames Street, Montreal, yth Nov., 1885,

THE MISSIONARY WORLD.
ZENANA WORK

A papes read at a recent lenases )‘iulntmy Conference.)

* Zenana work,” Mi. Vaoghan says, “though the
last developed, 18 certamly nut the least important of
our mission agenues, indeed itis hardly  ssible to
exaggerate its gnpurnianee at the present time. It
scems to be a natural law of souiety that the neglected
and mjured classes in the lung , .0 avenge themselves
on soctety at large.  The case of the neglected and
oppressed women of India is no exception to the rule.
Theait suuial degradation in past ages resuited inacor
responding degzadation of the other acx, and now the
ch..$ impediment to the clevatien and advancement of
the menas found in the ignorance and bigotry of the
women." ‘These arc the words of a well known mis
sionary regarding the importance of the work.

1 purpose to say a few words on what zenana work
is, and on some of its difficultics. I trust you wii. bear
with me if I repeat imany things that you already know
well,

What is zenana work? It is woman's missionary
wurk among the native wanien and children of Hin
dostan. Owing to the purdah custoin which was in-
troduced by the Mohammedans, the higher rank of
Indian women arc kept in seclusion in a part of the
house set apart for woinen only. Here in the zenana
they live with their children , here they cat and spend
the long day, sometimes recetving their lady relatives,
who cuine to them in carcfully Josed carriages and
attcnded by old female senvants.

Here also the zenana nussionary teaches the women
and childten of the family who wish 2o lcarn, and
here it is hee privilege to introduce 10 them an en
tisely new world of religious thought and life. How
1s «t that these doors have been opened t. receive
Eurvpean and Amctwan ladies who always carry with
them the bouk of the Christian religion?  There have
been proneer influences at work.  The heads of the
families having rec cived a Western education inschools
and colleges, and in contact with Christian English
men, haschad their faith and preyalices subroken down
that they have had the courage to say . “ These English
ins and ways are good.  They let us wacll in safety.
Their religion also is good , we will let our wives and
hildre v learn from the nussionary lady.” So the lady
is wallew to the house. Esery zenana is not open to
us , it is uiiy those whuse inmates care for instruc.
tion. This call, “Come and teach us,” makes the
mission work of ihe zenana lady teacher begin on the
right ground. It may be tha. the objectis to learn to
read and write, to learn another language, to learn
fancy work ; but the understanding is clear on the part
of the Hindoo or Mohammedan lady that she is pre.
pared not only to receive uscful knowledge, but the
tcaching of the Wew Testament.

Zerana werk is pioneer work, althoagh the fact of
having been invited presupposes that in the house there
were influences at work before the zenana missionary.
But it is the first time the Hindoo lady has met her
English sister; and, from the number of prejudices
and false notions concerning our ways, concerning
God and His ways, which have to be removed, we may
calt it pioneer work.

We know how courteously we are received in a new
house ; even curiosity is kept back that we may feel at
home and we long in the conversation to find some
common ground that the acquaintance may grow upon.
This 1s really the first step in zenana work—to find this
ground. And it is often found in fricndly talk about
the dear home left behind. The story of one’s own
father, mother, sisters, or brothers is cagerly listened
to, and,if sorruw and death have come there, then the
Hindoo lady will tell how surrow has also entered her
housc and in these quiet, friendly conversations they
find kinship and the foundation is laid for sympathy
and mutual good feeling. The English lady mwust
come down from the height of nineteen hundved years
of Christian culture and be herself, as far as she caa, a
Hindao woman.

It is by coming down gracefully we can gain influ-
ence to break down amf build up. In zenana wovlk,
the pupil should be encouraged to talk, that, if pos-
siblep the teacher may get a cluc as to what aspect
of “truth” she can perceive.

There is also one part of the zenana missionary
work that takes up much time—which many ladies re-
gret should be so cmployed—that is the teaching
of fancy work. This is a very irteresting part of the
instruction to the inmate of the zenana; but the time
it takes is a trial of patience to the missionary.

(Zo be continued.)




