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The American Forestry Association.

Henry James, sceond Assistant Scerctary.

In April, 1882, the American Forestry
Coungtess was orgmized in  Cincinnati.
The wmetnhership with which it began was
very small. At that time it was only a
vear sines Congtess had made its first
special approprat’on for forest work un-
der Dr. Hough and the D vision of For-
estry of the U. 8. Department of Agri-
cutture had been established.  There were
no forest reserves in cither the United
States or Canada. The reparate states
hal not bexun to wake up to the import-
ance of preserving their forest resources
and their water rheds, and throughout
the «ountry at large the people who lmew
what forestry is, or had any clear sense
of the evils which would follow the waste-
ful and unthinking destruction of Ameri-
can forests, were few and far between.
‘Fo-lay the assnciation numbers about 1,
35) m.cml)crs. ard is growing at the rate of
geveral hundred a year Jt publishes a
monthly masmzine, and is co-opcmtin:';
he rily with wany vicorous local organi-
sations thr uzhout the country. Nearly
fifty million acres of puliic land have been
»et anide as forest reserves. In many
states forest laws of more or less efficacy
have been pas-ed and a number of for-
es¢ commissions and commissioners Lre re-
gularly appointed. In the Federal Depart-
ment of Agrculture the Division of Forest-
ry las already a <unplished a great deal,
and i< monthly inercasing its usefulness
to the country.

To give an account of the life
of the JAmerican Forestry  Asso-
daticn  cntirely  apart  from  the

hictary of these aghteen yoars in the
feretry movement at Jarge, would be im-
posvihle: partly because the promotion of
this movement has been in so large a mea-
wure the work of the Aswdation, and
partly because the men who passed lemis-
latire forms ard carried on the campaign
o1 ¢luction were at the same time the
life of the Association. A brief account
of its ear or a< an awo 1ation ig, however,
intere ting a< showing how great and im-
portant a part of itz history is buried in
the 1 reer fickd of the foreitry movement.
Censidering the Association’s object, this
is proliably the bet thing that could be
aid of it.

At its m-cting m (“ncinnati. the “Am-
ctican Fore-try Congress™ did little more
t' an organize itself, clect officers, stir up
a good deal of local enthusiasm, and adl-
journ for whit was to be efficially record-
ol an its fint wmeeting, in Montrenl, As
stated in the original draft of the orn.
slitution, th~ obiert of the Conoress was,
“tn encouraze the protection and planting
of forcel and ornamental trees and to
premote forest enlte ™ The  efficers
were: President, the Hon. Gen. 1. Lor
ing. the Commis-ioner of Agriculture; re-
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cording secrctary, W, L. Delleck; corres-
p nding secretaty, . 1), Thempsons: trea-
surer, John .\. Gano; and a number of
vi epreridents from different parts of the
country. Mr. Gano deelined the office of
treasurer, and Mr. Goo. W, Trowbridge,
of Glendile, Ohio, was clccted to fill hix
plice  The meeting in Montreal in 1882,
for whith all arrangements were made by
Mr. Wm. Little, was most successful. The
attendance was large, sixty-three papers

wers read, the press was much interested,,

and the memberrhip increased.  Without
deluy or mishap the Congress was launch-
ed on its career of usefulness. “The Am-
crican Farestry Assoviation,” an organiza-
tion which had existed since the seventies,
but the activity of which had not been
very great. was in~orporated in the Con-
eress. This latter did not change its name
to the one it now besrs for several years.

Frem this time on the history of the
Amrican Forextry Con-ress, later called
the American Yorest-y  Association. ie
warked by a few cvents of cxecptional
peeminence, but in the main the immedi-
ate waork of the Association was that of
patient and pers'stent azitation for result«
which at the time, it was often difficult to
peredive or define.  Tublic epinion had to
1e stured up and taught to cvvress itself
hefase reserves and mu-h neeled reforms
cenld be obtained. The finst thing to do
was to get in touch with as manv 28 pos.
sitle of the people who were interested
in the olvcets of the Association and to
bring them icto line. To this end two
or wore me-tin s were held in different
paris of th~ country every yeat, and little
e li'te different communitics were in-
terested a=d d-=anmn in‘e the movement
for forest pressrvativg.  Froquently these
mestings resulted in mare or lews imne-
date loeal legis'ative action: for bills and
m -morials to th~ State Tei-slature were
oitsn dmfted, endorsed by the Aseocia-
tion. and later presented. At one time
the As-ocati-n ~ddrecced 2 letter to the
Gevannrs of almost all the States, ana
at the same time memorialized thew Tomiz-
Iaturrs  Wherever possible the establish-
rrnt of local foretny aceociatione was cn-
¢ umrcd and pmn.ntcd.

The ro-d of a paid secrctary who conld
give all his t'me to the wark. is often men-
tiened in the reords, but 1o many yYears
the lack of funds and the difficulty of
fi-dine a <witable persan, presented ob-
saces which could not be evercome. How-
cver the main thing to dv was to eirculate
as much printed matter ag posyible. and to
«tand veads to make the mo-t of any or-
vortuni'y wh'ch m'rht come the Associn.
tion’e way: and by one means or another
a great deal wes accomplished. At first
s-we local paper or magazine was uen-
all> peravaded to publich and distribute
recents ary retorts of the meclings and
specel 3. After a fow vears, however,
the .\scociation bemn to publish its avn

“procecdings.” It also undertook to issue
a regular bulletin.  But of this only three
numbers appeared, for the Pennsylvania
JAssociation, wh:eh  later found in Dr.
Rctlrock a recretary who could give much
of his time to its work, had b gun to pub-
lish it~ bi-m nthly jou-nal, Forest Leaves,
and it was resolved to mike that maga-
2mme the official ergan of the American
Association. ‘Later the Association reach-
ed the pont where it was possible for it
10 ireue a journal of its own. It adopied
the Forester, which had been founded by
Dr. Jehn Gifford in 03, and has issued it
menthly since January, 1593, At the rame
t'me it abandened the publication of the
“Procecdings.”’ .

But the distribution of printed matter
was only part of what could be done, and
a lurge ficld of usc’u'ness remained open
to the activity of the Association as such.
This was attended to chicfly by the Exec-
cutive Committee, whi-h, composed of Dr.
B. E. Firnaw, chief of the Division of
Forestry from 1856 to 1893, and a few
other men who were mast actively inter
‘c.dcd in the work, accomplished a great
deal. The Exccutive Committee, recently
re-chri-tened “The Board of Directors,”
kept a sharp wat+h ¢n evervthing that
went on in the country, and lost no oppor-
tenitv of hringing the .\ssociation’s ~.p-
rort to anv worthy ob’e-t that needed its
help, or of throwing its weight against
what was bad. At different times it cven
employed an agent to look out for the
Jiegress of plans and vrojects which the
A«xcciation had brought into Congress.

Speaking broadly there hare been two
pricds in the A<sociation’s activity. These
meige into c-ch other so gredually that
no dividing I'ne can be dmwn; but the
distinction is now n ne the less cvident.
Durirg the carly years the cfforts of the
leaders of the forestry movement were
dirc ted o a-it-ling for forcst wreserves
ané to brin='ng sbout action of one kind
or anvther ‘n the Feleral or State Legis-
Iatures. .\s time weit on, however, for-
est reseves were caved and many laws
were pass~d. Now, al hourh much still
remaine to he heped for in the war of
legizlation, some of it can hest be left to
individua! States, while a new and mare
difficult task has pre<ented it<elf, that of
turning the ground thus far cained to the
hest acrorn®. In seme vlaces the gond
laws which have bieen placed on the =ta-
tute ho ke« arc practuically usciess for lack
of public aninien to compel their enforce-
went: evervwhere the Tfire question 1s
one in wheh popular ignoranee  and
ghertsightedness is the main souree of cvil:
the 1 erves ar~ a'ill micinderstrod and
raltrated: and lastly the cnotmous bhat
im; ortant wo k of intcresting the private
lan? owmirs has Iegun. Under Mr. Gif.
ford Pinchot’s ledership the Division of
Foreslry is turning its cnergies in the
di cclions thus indicated as much as in



