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tion, that wo, for a moment, lose sight of the more
direct mouns of accomplishing our ohject. by the
Preaching of the Gospoel to the Heathon World: We
huvo hoon anxious to dovelops the importance of
the Auxihary Instrument \\vc we moan to omp!og.
that the prospect of benofit resulting from it might
be more clearly discerned 5 but it is, in subsorviency
to tho succoss of Proaching, that we would, in this
coso, devote our Inbour to tho Educatiou of the
Young. By rofercaco to the plan of procedure,
which has alroady received the sanction of the Gen-
eral Assombly, it will bo seen that the Head Master
of tho very first sominary of loarning, which it is
proposed to establishyis to bo an Ordamed Minister
of our National Church, with a view to bis hoth
preaching to the Natives, and circulating among
thom, Religious Tracts, illustrative of the import
und the evidences of our Christian Faith. Nor is
this to bo regarded as anyftbing more thun the coxn-
ssNcEaENT of a plan for Religious Instruction.
which is to bo gradually enlarﬁed, in proportion as
the roguisite funds aro supplicd, and opportunitics
of usefuiness are muitiplicd.

Alledged Discouragements considered and answered.

While we thus submit to you the srsTem upon
which it is proposed to act, and our grouNDS OF
norg that muchmay be done for tho propugation of
the Gospel in Indir, we havo no wish to forget any
thing, that has been alledged, of a discouraging
nature.

It hbas boen asserted, with seewing confidence,
that the character of the Hindoos is unchangeable—
that shey are now what they have always been, and
will never ceaso to be tho same. But the time seems
o bo gone by, when this' presumptuous language
could be much listencd to; for it is beyond quostion,
that the character of that part of the Hindoo Popula-
tion, with which our countrymon are most convers-
ant, so far from being unchaogeable, has beon very
lutely undergoing a very material chango. Is ita
small change, that many of the most wealthy indi-
viduals have lately profited by a liberal education in
all the literature and scicnce of the civilized world;
and that a considerable number of this class have,
in consequence, renounced Idolatary, and seem to
be compnring and weia}ing the claims of other
Systems of Faith and Worship? Or can it bo re-
garded as a small change, that even the lower classes
ara now eager to obtain all the knowledge which we
can impart to them of a temporal and worldly kind,
whilo many of them are also reconciled to a perusual
of our religious books? (Lushington: pp. 222, 223.
Hough's Reply to Dubois: p. 201, Townley's
Agswer to Dubois: pp. 100, 101.)

No, Brothren !~while wo contemplate these
things, we will not suffer our mindsto be discouraged.
Though we must rogret that those Natives in the
highor ranks of socisty, who abandon the rites of Ido-
latrous Worship, do yethesitate toembrace the Chris-
tian Faith, we are far from thinking that the change,
which their mind and opinions do undergo, is a mat-
ter of small importarce, either in itself, or with a
viow to ity probable and ultimate result.  Whenmen
aro brought to believe in One God, wo have good
hope of their being also brought to believe in Jesus
Christ whom He hath seat: in addressing ourselves
to tho understanding of such men, we feel that we
are placed on vantage-ground: the faith, which they
already profess, supplies us with such arguments for
that which wé desire them to embrace, as it shonld
be difficult for & consistent mind to resist; and such
as we may, on that account, hopoe‘will he, thirough
Divine Grace, rendered effectual. Nor is it a mat-
tor of small importance that we acquire, in the mean-
while, tho full co-operation of such men in the great
work of imparting, to th.ir native brethren of every
rank and condition, an-education which may enable
them, also, to rise superior to thoso idolatrous preju-
dicos which so effectually oppose themsolves to Di-
vine Fruth
. But, in addition to the aid of enlightened Natives,
i8 thore no-assistance to be hoped for from cur own
Countrymenin India? Theanswerto this question,
whatever it be, must prove an interesting part of
the case. - . o :

Woe havobeen told that the charzetsr of many
emong our Countrytnen in Indin is not the Jeast
among the many obstacles which oppose the pro-
gross of our religions and that it has beea matter of
doubt among the Natives of India, whother the Eu-
ropaanslacknowlogfe and worshipa God. (Dubois’
Teuers: pp. 83, 84)) -

I

In referonce to this charge, wo regurd it as rouch
1o bo lamented, that, for teo long a pericd, our
Countrymen went to India without having there the
natural accompuniment of such outward sigus or
symbols of their Religious Worship, as tho Natives
may have reasonably expected tv behold : nor ean
it bo doubted, that a miserablo lack of the outward
means of gruce, in respect of the admmnistration of
Religivus Ordininces, must have loft them, during
that period, more naked and defenceless, than they
ought to have been, against tho power of tomptation.
But, blessed e God! thero has been a happy chungo.
Tho Ordinances of our Holy Keligion are now re-
gulaily administered among them; and ws rejoico
to say that the salutary cflect is manifest.  If there
were no other evidenco of it, the most scrupulous
mind might be convinced of the pious and benevo-
lont spirit, which prevails among no inconsiderable
number of our Countrymen in India, by porusing the
account which had been recenty published, and to
which we have ropeatedly referred, of the numer-
ous Societies which have becn lately instituted by )
the British Residents in that couvntry, for almost
evory pious and charituble purpose, and especially
for the intellectual and moral and religious improve-
ment of the people by whom thoy are surrounded.
"Fhat co-operation, therefore, withna the immediate
sphere of our labour, which these circumstar -es en-
title us to expeet, would render us doubly inexcusa-
ble. if we did not excrtevery power that we possess for
the accomplishment of our benovolent object.

It is scarcely posssible, indeed, to deny, that the
British Dominion in India, and that intimate con-
vorse with tho Nauves to which it admits us, afford
us very paculiar advantages for communicating to
them both the benefits of General Education and a
just acquaintance with Divine Truth. Perhaps we
may venture to say, without hazard of contradiction,
that, from the dissolution of the Roman Empire,
downward to the present day, no other people or
nation have enjoyed similar and equal advantages
for mmparting the hght of the Gospel to those who
sat in darkness.

But, among other argumenis employed to dis-
courage us, we have been told that an attempt to
propigate the Gospel in India is ..kely to end in the
subversion of our Empire in that country.

We would pot, uNNECESSARILY, debate the ques-
tion—Whether any such danger can, with reason,
he apprehended from imparung the knowledge of
Divine Truth to men who are willing to reeoivo it.
And we are truly happy to think, that we may hold
vurselves relieved from the obhgation to offer any
argument on thiz point, it consequence of others,
who are better entitled, having practically pro-
nounced an opinion and judgment, whick onght to
put the question at rest.

The wen in whom the Government of India is
more immediately vested, both at home and abroad,
coxcUuR in the moasures which are employed for the
accomplishment of our object. The Loczl Govern-
ineut (or that which is established abroad) has made,
from time to time, liberal contnbutions in aid of the
Native Schools, or of the Societies by which they
are maintained (Lushington: pp. 45, 143, 165) ; and
has, atlength, taken a more decided part in the great
work of Education, by the appointment of a * Gen-
eal Committee of Publie f’nsl'uction"—“ a mea-
sure,” says Mr. Lushington, “ by the operation of
which, tho advantages hitherto anticipated by the
establishment of Institutions and Associations for
the encouragement of literary pursuits among the
Natives are likely to be realized and corseludated.
For though this Cominittee,” adds he, * canuot of
course exert any authority over pnivate schools, thoy
are at liberty 1o cowrmunicate with and encourage
all persons, Natives and Europeans, who may be
cagaged in the manegement of suclr instituhons.”

Nor is there an v thing in these proceedings, on the
part of the Local Governiment, boyond what was to
e expected. afrer the sanctioa which had been given,
by the Legislature ¢f the United Kingdom, to the
employment of prudent means for ¢ the introduction
of useful knowledge, and of religious and moral im-

rovement, among the Native Inhabitants of the
If;x-itish Dominions in India® - It i¥ well known that
that the Act of Parliament, hy ‘whichtho Charter of
the Indin Company was:renewed in 1813, declared
it to bo the pUTY OF TH*S COUSTRY to adopt mea-
sures that shonld tend to the a :complishment of that
important objoct, and accordingly made provision

going to and remaining in India for tho ubove pur-
pose.”

Every authority, indeed, which the Constitution
of our Governmeont recognises, has heen successive-
ly interposed m favour of this pious and bengvolent
undertaking, In 1819, our Gracious Sovereign was
ploased, by his Royal Lettor, to appoint Collertions
to be made in all the Churches of Englund and lre-
land, in aid of the Society, n England, for Propo-
gating the Gospel in Foreign Parts, aud for the
special pu. pose of enabling that Society to use * their
utmost endeavours to diftuse the Tight of the Gospel,
and permancatly to estubhish the Christian faith, in
such parts of the Continent aod Islands of Asia as
aro under Brittsh Protection and Authenity 3 the
result of which is understood to have been, thut, be-
foro tho ond of 131Y. about £48,000 had been col-
lected, and that this sum 1s now m the course of be-
ing applied by tho Society i India.

Tho duty, which was thus wisely and graciously
discharged by our beloved Sovereign, in referovce
to Englind and Ircland, vaturally dovolved, in our
own country, on tho General Assombly of the Church;
and, in the successive Assemblios of 124 and 1223,
a plan of procedure (to which we have alveady re-
ferred) for giving officient aid to the groat cause of
the Education of Youth and the Propogation of the
Gospel, more immediately in the British Proviaces
of i:ndia, was dehberately Jeonsidered aund unani-
mously approved; in the hope that the pious and
benevolent rpirit, by which the people of Scotland
have been long distinguished, will prompt them te
make such coptributions toward the requisite neces-
sary fund, as shall enable the Represeutauve Body
of our National Caurch to proceed with effectn thus
interesting work.

Our expectations of such pecuniary aid must, ne
doubt, be limited by the population and vwealth of
our country: but we have strong hope, that, on the
grounds which have been stated, you wall not regard
this as an ordinary case of contribution, for such a
charitable purpose as those to which your aid is so
often solicited. The magnitude of the object, and
the corresponding expense which must be incurred,
call for a proportionate sucnfice toward its uccon-
plishment. It is essential that there bo a fuud, which
shail not at once Lo ended, but shall be suflicient to
meet future and oven unforescen exigencies : for the
purpose of consututing such a fun(T. liberal Dona-
tions, not to be agaia rcpeated, are in tha first in-
stance expected. Yot these cannot supersede the
necessity of such moderate Apnual Contmbutions,
as may gofar to discharge the annual expense. The
subseription papers, to be circulated, will be, accord-
ingly, accommodated to both obiects. And the
Collecticns to be made, at all the Pansh Churclies
aud Chapels of Easo throughout Scotland, will af-
ford additsonal opportumsy for men of every rauk
and condition manifesting their good-will to the pious
purpose, by a contribution proportioned to what
their circumstancos admit.

It would not becomo us, as a Committee of the
General Assembly, to say much about TsEr claimns
to your confidence, in the conduct and management
of what they have, in this case, undertaken. You
know that the Annual and Reprosentative Asseni-
blies of our Church are composed, not of Clergymen
only, butalso of respectable Laymen, conuected with
every branch of the State, and aliost every depart-
meut of Socioty. If their discretion and fidelty, in
such a case, may not be relicd on, it is to be feared
that our country cannot readily afford better securi-
ty, to these who may distrust the pledge which s
offered. But whatever might be farthor said upon
this point, we {eave, as it becomes us, to others—to
the wisdom of those whom we address. The 4s-
semblies of tho Church have full confidence in you;
and it is by thoir conduct, rather than their words,
that thoy will endeavour to justify their c1aim to the
confidence which they oxpoct you to repose in thom.

LITERATURE.

THE PULPIT, THE BAR, AND THE SENATE.
[conTInvED.]

The Pulpit. tho Bar, and the' Serate, are the
principal sonts of modern eloquence. We shall
make a comparison between them, with a.view to
ascertain which presents the most favourable ocea-
sion for tno display of'oratory. For thesake of
method, our remarks will be: arcanged:iniroference
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for permission being granted { to persons desirous of

to the subject, the speaksr, aud.the addicuce, and



