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THE NEW CHURCH HYMNAL.

The new hymn book, which is being so eagerly accepted by
flic Church, is the outeonie of a moveinent which began in
1878. lIts aimi was to bind yet dloser the union of the Chiurchi
by introducing a book of praise which wvould nîcet with the
approval of ail congregations. The first atternpt wvas mnade
in i88o, whieiî the book recentiy in -use wvas pubiied.

lit wvas wveil received, but as it did flot altogether fill the nieedl,.
the sarnc Camiwittee -vvas askcd ini 1892 to prepare a nem, andl
larger edition.

They wvent to %vork with a wvili. No pains were spared in
the matter. To niake success the surer, drafts wvere twice sent

to the different presbyteries couplcd wvith the request that they
be examined and conîmented upon. The suggestions receivcd

in repiy were carcfuiiy considercd by the Comnîittee, and car-
ried out wvhere it wvas considered advisabie. The wvork of'

printirîg wvas given to the Oxford University Press, and the
resuit has fuliy justified the choice miade by the Comrnittee.
The -%vork is wveii and tastefully donc, and wc inay congratuiatc-
ourselves on having a good book wcil bound.

Another point to be noticed is a great increase in the nuni-
ber of pieces as compared with the 01(1 book. The limitation
xvas before mnost nîarked, and the continuai repetition of a fev
lIymins wvas verv -%vearisonic and even (leprcssing. The much
larger choice now at our disposai shoul(l nican greater fresh-
ness and variety ini flc singincg.

Aiiowing 'for the addition of a mnmber of paraphrases anc4
for the omission of a nimîber of old ,and unlused hynîns, it is
csti'niated that about haif the present collection is ncw to the
Church in,general.


