
PLUAS3ANT 11UM~.

Tho Song of a Shepherd BOY at
Bethlehem.

lit johr.iJiiMNY litEtui'r P.ADIiuV.
,ileelb, thon little Chilti af Mary,

itat thc naw.
'liamigis thès*îe bands bo roligh tromn

ittlmLriSig,
Andti le pi)oîigh,

Vet thîoy alui îlot aven rail tih".
IVIlei tlîo wsitllig nations hail the.
Jtrltigluig paîluw tinto (t-Ir Klig

Now 1 singý

s'lcep. thoni littîn cîil<l of Mary.
hlope divine.

f îhîou wilt but Huilce ipan nie.
1 wlll twinc

llossouli for ihîy gliriitnIg
'ilou'rt s0 littie ta be KiCng.

God's dosine
Not a lîrier

Shail bo let te grieve llîy brow.
Rc'at titre now.

sleep, thon litle Chlîlt of Maiflry,
Soume fair day,

Witt thon, ns thon ivort a brother.
Coule away

(>ver his andi Over hlîoiow
Ail the lambi will tiltanti folIgm.
I"alio-v but for love of tics.

Leveot thon nie ?

Slcep, tholt 1e Chîlt of Mary.
Reat thîce now.

I tint wntci amn camie tramn shîeep-stoad.
Anti front plaugli.

Thou wilt have distiain oi nme.
IVien thoi'rt Ilit ot royally.
Very bigli for ail ta sc

Srnllest thou ?
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Pleasant Hours:
A PAPEI? FOR OUR YOUNG FOLK<

Roy. W. I. Withrow, D.»., Editor.

TORONTO, DECIMBER 19. 1896.

0CHRISTMAS IS COMING.
1-lbtre Sa no nOoti ta study titi aimanac-

la artier to ho matie awvareofa tic tact
liant Christnas is cornîng. Evenybody
knows IL instinctiîely, for wiea a fricati
auîproaches tlîeno Sa sonîetiing ln bis
proxiity «wiicb commtinicates itsoit ta
us. anti if Fatier Christmas la nat aur
fnienti. wia la ? Besitica, there are
liants ai visible sîgns. 1s tiere not a
i<een coldnoss ln the air? ta flot tie
grotinti covereti with snow ? Han not
evcrybody botîgit a 110w pair af skates,
or dulsteti tî o ah nes ? anti la not the
trozon surface ai every pondt as gay as n
falr ? Anti tien oiîly to pans throngb
tue streets le ta see the preparntians for
Christmnas. Ara not tic shorts lîke pie-
titres ? la ticem not plcnty of gooti fane
for tie persan or thue mind. fan tic bonne
or tic housecolti'> Appîca anti anti-
nilcassars. brei anti books. cheeso anti
oiîtirci-tntistc. dais anti dresses. ont-
broîdery andtninblazoamealn. furs andi
falies. geûse nut goodies. bains anti
hampers. Ililustrations anti Illumninations,
andi nohody knows wiat besîde. ai pro-
cia ln îtamistal<able tennis tic gondi
news tint Christans le cniming. Desidos.
aire net tic chlldlrcn honce [rom scioni
anti tic granticàitirpn coming ? Andi are
not gray icatis inti blaknialike bitsy In
lnying plana for tic suncessini prodîuction
ot a charade, or the bnn)py performance
cf 'Blind Mjan's Buit? Ts nlot overybedy
ooaàoemned abot,, the satts!actorý disposai

of iholly andi mintletoe ? and arc flot nil
the littie onos easer to provo tîînt Uîolr
foot have grown, andi that they muet
have larger stockings. botli on that lit-
count and alisa In case Santa Claus shoiildjvisit themt 7 Yen .It la qulto evideatf

that hrlatas1l caînlng, anti we are ail
mal<lng roatiy. The aduits are prepar-
lng littie surprises for the chiltiren, andi

jtho chIltirca have been hoirding thelr
coppers tîmat they niay preparo surprisesfor tlîeir eiders. Anti we aire ail gaIngjto be together ais far as possible. nti
vexlng uiifferenccs a-.e te ho forgivon anti
forgotten, andi rare la golng ta bc put te
sleep, ani we aire drawing no close to
one rîtîntlior that love .shahl grow wvarmOer
anti falth stronger, 'whlc, we slng la bar-j
mouy the young. albrîli vaices anti the
quivering aid onel3-* Glory to Goti In the
hlghest, andi on earth pence anti good-,wll
ta nien."

CHRISTMAS IN OTHER LAN4DS.
I an going ta tell the young foîka

samethlng about the way the chiltiren
keep Christmas ln othor cauintrles ho-
aides thoîr owa. Sa lot us begin wvltlî
thnt far-off endi of Europe, Narway antI
Sweden, wliere tho Christmas season lis
calloti the Julefroti, or Ynio-peaco. At

*Julefroti ail the courts are closed, *and
Jevery one staps dlaputing anti quarrol-j
!Ing; andi If poople are feeling angry

wltb each other. o
roake St up, and aie~
there ts a deal Ptf
hurnoureti merrinien
the shoes of al] thi
very caretnlly, and
set In a row bofor
Indicate thiat durir
êverythtng 'wlll bc
ln the faily In
nimant every farnhl3
trible wltfi the good
andi thon the doors
one miny coune lni ai
bo merry. The w
are given 15 very
who wlshes ta give:
ln a quanntity of stn
anti slvlv fIInga It 1
wintiaw when no o
tint a droil way ?

In lelgium tic eh
Nvlth bons anti carr

innd snt thpmn ln ti
the gooti SnInt's hot
they exPect to Il
swectmnts andi frit
gondi beliaviaur.

ln HollincI the ch
woollen storkings b
plece, andi then go
sure that goond St.
thera. provlded the
in his visit.

Bohemian chiltire

bornsa of the " Christ-chld," as ho cornes "It C=ae Upon the M"Idight (Ilear.
Iling thraugh tic air wlth is krppâ DY SIDMUND HIAMILTON< SFAits.
full of prescrnts; but the Itallan chîldien
go gravcly wlth tîtoîr parents te WVo saa nover tire af rcntiing tb
riurches andi cathetirnîs, te sen tbo bain. inagnifIcont hymn. It wvlll go daoN
bina, or child, who presents thsm .wîtJî througb the liges uni]) the comIng of th
tîmoîr Christmas gitta. luillenninnî

Tho Spauieh chîltirea bidie thoîr Bhoos
or Ahlipitors ln the btishes an Christmas It, cameo upan the mI(iiglit clear.
ove, anti finti themt fiieti witb fruit anti 'iat glaonos sang af aid,
attgar-pins on Chriatnîns mornlng Front angels benting near the earth,

In Franco the young peuple stand tîtoîr Ta touci their harps of goiti:
shtoes la a convpnirnt plitre for the gooti Police an the carth, gaati-will ta meii.
Nool ta drap gift ln. Sarnetimea If th From hcavea's a1il-gracions King."
shoes af a bati boy are arnong thcrn ho The worlti ln salexan stilînoa iay
finda a whip la one ln tihe mornîng, 'andi Ta iel the angelB sing.
lie mnust ha a sttipid fellaw who caniiot
tLake so sharp a hînt. iStili tlirough tho claon sies tlîey corni

Vory tiiffarent la the.feeling af the Ger- 1 «Wlth veaceful winga unfunleti;
man ch]](]. H-e valts with feelings ofAnd stili thoîr heavenly music floats
mingloti awe anti pleasure for the cool- Oer ail thle weary wanld
111g aft wo Important porsanagos, the Abave Its anti anti lonely plains

" Chi8tclild l ad te "Kneht up- They bondl an he.verng wing.
Cort uli ant tAndaci up ever cr Ita l3ahel silinli;

pot" Tie latter persan questians, The bloaseti angels sing.naugity chiltiren, andi thrcatens thern1
wvith punlshrnont, tili the "Christ-child's" i Wlth aI the woes of ain anti strife,
Intercession savea tihe culprit, andi vins Tawrdbsafoeiln
ls pardon, tien tiese two Chistmnas ail- Teneat toid agfetri la o
paritians; lay down their burdens of gifts, 1eaTwo thusan e-a ave elle(]
anti tepart. Anti ana w ara of m n ;er fo

ln sanie parts af. Gormany the gond Tnd loemang wrwiici tan, beanîng
Saint will have a Chistmnas troc brl Ohelv b sh n ic c nose ey o bfrife.
Ilaatly Iilurnaateti wlth wax cantiles, ta Anti bear the nel eno sing e
ban is gifts tipon; ho la not ilatisfIcd Adi h neasn

sInîl~'wlt ticstok>n la ic ilnney Anti yo, beneati llfe'a crnsiing: loat
W %hose ora are bénding law.

Who tail nlong the cllmbing wny,
I fWith paInful stops anti slow,-

Look naw , for glati anti golden hours
- Cone swifty an the wing ;

Oh. rest bosîde the weauy rond
Andi hear the angels sing
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Hyrn 24.
-Gat rest ye, litUle cildrea, let nothlng

yo aff right,
For Jeans Christ yanr Saviaur vas bonit

on Chistmnas nigbt.
Along the hbis of Gaiileo tic wivite

fiocks sloepiag lay,
Wien Christ tltj Chilti of Nazareth was

barn on Clirlatmas Day-"

LOVELY SBASON.

Everybody loves tic Christmeas season
It 18 tic Urne far farnliy rouions. Those
whio have long been separatoti. again on-
joy oaci atber's sociely, anti spenti a fe,%
pionnant hanna togetier, anti, sa teasponi.
live thoir lives avor again. Thon, tee.
St la tic soason when prosents are givon
anti roceivet. Frientisips are tilts re-
neeu and riponeti. Chiltiren anti yaung
pople espoctliy reoice at tic approaci
of Christmnas, an on the n'orning of that
day tiey are sure ta awake P-anly anti

isco vibat Santa Clans bas bronght tiem.
1This very fact shauld maie chultiren love
Jeaus, for tho season wich la kept ln
remembrance of bis birti is ta tin tie
baîpiest season of the wiole year.

TUFg ASSOCIATIONS OF Tu£ -NATIVITv.
Born ln Bethlehemi. This word mens

a baoise af breati. This la truly signifi-
cant, Inastnuch as Christ calîsl birnaîf
*tic bread of lire." What breati la ta
tie botiy. ta give Et asttnance anti sup-
port, Christ ls te tic soul. He feetis ns
witi living bread.

I Angola cianteti tic iymn af bis

r chiltiren are. tiey Iandi le s tramt tus wir of bis saintship Wbat a glorious song it vaa--" Peace on
iaving anti kinti, andti a tic custont bas spreati into otier eatit aon ic plwa i 0fBTihem.oc

tensting anti gaond-1 calîtrica, and corne over ta aur own. trilles prencieti by tie Saviaur, anti thc
t. On Christmas ove The Christrnas-treof aito-day, iowover, precepts whicb ho laid down, ta guide
e fnrnily are eleancti Es only a succe3sor ta is prototype, the nrankind, ail have the teidency te pro-
JrIgbtly polîsheti. andi ancient legendary ygdrasyi, ar etornal moto peace among xnanlld, anti bring;

e ihcartistone ta troc, wic bas Its roots ln earth anti its giory ta Goti ln the highest."
îg the coming year top Sa henven.TU IEURSýe.aiefiil anti pleasant Tic Englisi ebilîts Christmas ias nonueTEsiEiEts

the roitutry places jof tic deligbtful features we have de- Tic occupation at tic aeherdo oftn
tint cau., spreads a j cribeti, oxcept tic Christrnas-tree lîgîteti requlred loieir attendance ln thc nigit

chcer af the witb tapers anti hung wlth gifts; but. ho fseasan. MVille tiey were tins cngagcti,
are loft open. so any bas tic Ciristnas-boxes, anti tic avening tbcy receiveti tic glati tidîngs ai tic bîrti
id ont nnd drink anti 19 spent ln nil sorts of sports, sncb as of tic Saviaur. Truly these wore glati
aY tint tic presonts stiaptiragon, blinti man's bluff, anti nome tidings. Wiat canwe canceive salikoly
pocuillar-the persan marc mo demn gantes. ta protince joyans feelings as tic nows
a prosenit wrapn It nit Hoilanti gave us Amorîcans tic goati- of the Saviaur being bora.
aw. or paper. or rags. naturoti Santa Clans, wlth bis sîcti antid THE UsîvniSALTY OP THE NEWS.
*net tic open door or relido(r caroceinz aven thc hansetops i
ne is ln elght. Tsn't bringing bis goodly store of Christmas JAIl pople. Thc shoPherds werc the"

gits. reprosentatives of niankinti, at this tîrne.
Iltien f1111 then ainèn In Genmnany the scioolboys anti clioris- They first loarneti the news, but Et vas
ots on Chistmas ove. tons make tic miinIgît, air ring with bell ofint aten i hhé, nilrnv-piacc for their merry carols. Tic "tirco kings armfnan were embraceti ln tbê
rsc. In tic maraing. af tic East, tic angol Gabriel, anti the, tdns0 i aîu' ît.Tcnw
nd ticin filieti wîîî star-singeras" parade tic streets;, anti han reacheti us. Ciltrea are tic iambe

Il la retutrn for thiîr sîmîlar processions go about Itt Italy. Of tie tlOck No other system of re-
Franco, anti Spain. lit former years, Iligion mai05 sncb prévision for tic voel-

Ilîtrca îann un ticîr anti periaps even naw ln sanie localties r are ai cildren as Cbnistinnity doms
yv tic tileti imnév- ln Englanti, tic Chisinmas waits, yoîîng, Christ always bcstoweti speclal attention
soierly ta bcd. qîtt lads, maie tic air vocal witb loveiy on theni, anti even wicn the dincîples
*NIchos wlll vlqit Chistmas caroli-; but la auir couîntry woulti bave lcept thcmn front coming ta

y do flot distnrb hlma tiese are reserveti ta ho board ln cinrchi Christ ho salid, "Suifer them to corne."
anti Sunday-scbool. .and. semctlrnes thcy He loves ticzih, andi èoimrided tuie dis-

nl listen anxiousiv on ring zut lar chimes- frrnm the church clea te feeti the Jamnbe. Will flot our
hie echlai anclte- steeple. reculers love (b., Sarlour 7'.
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