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The Psaliiis.

A p:lper r-ead by the Rcveicnld Louis 0.
WVurte1e, of Actoi, Que., befor- te tcCeî-gy of

the Rtai Deaiwcy or Riclîmond, at titeir
meetinig beld at DiutimiondIville, October
13tIi, 18971 rcvi.ýed ".11d Corrected.

Ili IlI. Samn. xxii., 1 and '2, we have
thte w'ords 1' iNow t1lese bhe Licast
N'ords of D avid. D avid, tht' Soi) of

cd tup on lîigli, tie aiiointed of the( God
of Jacob, aund tdie swvet P)sa]îuist of
Isr-ael, Said -[T Spirit of tut' Lord
spok-e by utce, and Ilis word %Vas on uuîy

Ri-ing David then Iiiiiîîself elaiuned
inspiration, and te wetPsaliniist of
Israel iiîust have' penlned 111.1y al
Psafiîî. le înust bave set; thie tunes
anti ap(i nted both tie si ngers ami tht'
instrumnimts of imusic. Thus lieý wcas
serviceabie to thie Jews in their 1-eli-
gionis exercises.

I, is 11o wondfer that thlis book is de-
noinated -Theli Psalnis of l)a.vid]," for
lic coînposed by far the greater p)art of
thinm.

0f thie Psalînls attriited to (tlitr
authors, Moses was the aul litr of ont',
Solonton o>f two, ..sa pli of twveive, the
Sons of Korali of elevenl, Ethian of on"v,
and Eizlra, no doubt-, conîposed the fir-st
tvo and( sever-ai in tlie fil division or

Book of tIe Psalnîis,

Tlicse saereit songs wvere sung in thie
Jewvisli Services and wîucoxnparlied hy
musical instruments.

Tlic rhyght. of tIc Pstlter- to t placte in
tlic Sacred C'anon lias never been (lis-

1)uttd.'I'ePansacotnllddh
ini tlie Olti Testametnt ; îid in thie New~
thiey arc oftt'n qulot'd bY teAîsts
S. Peter aîî<lS. Paill, audà evenl by our
Lord hinisc'lf, tîtus confiînîing us ilu Vie
tact of their inspiration.

Above ail other po(rtionis of I Ioly
XXrit, tiei 130olk of lsîîsis the one,

thiat, froni VIev fir-st, flic hita
Clure1-li lias mîade ilîost. use of, and iii
our. lranchi or t' (atholic ('1hîuehl, tlic
1'saliuîS airc oitdlee to be rcad Vliroughl

<)ne<' everyx nu >ntli, tliat is, twclve tiuîQs
ili the voliIst' oftheli yeni'.

Thue wisdoli of titis coninîand is evi-
delnt 1x'oli t lie favt that by thie fî'equelnt
petilsal or iise avrec songs the faitli-
fui ( '111limahia bevoiles iîîîl>ued wvitIl
the gcîdly t('li> oï itin andi it mat-
ters not iii w'nt ondition a Christian
nî1ay lit, nor* whalt iay be thie state of
liis fee.Ilngs, lie wvill be Suie to, tind iii
thie Psalîuîs soie portion Silitabie to, h-is
case, as if if, %v'eîe specialiy writ.ten for
liiiisoli.Tiiisavoîcflfcw ci

surel.(.y Iisp)h1ys c liaiid of God iii tlieir
Compoiusitioni.

Tleaire fi ve di visions, ealled books,
iii the Psaiteî,:
Th'le Iirsi,, front Psalîn I to XLI in-
clusiv'e; hile seCOMId, fioju XLII to LXII
invlusive ; the thIird-, froîi LXIII to
LXXXI1X incluisive ; die fourthi, front
X(j to CVI inclu lsive, ani thle fif th con-
taiîîing lite fiast- forty-folur Psalis.

7'ie fiist. sevoiiti anti irtl books end
wvith ''Amen mnd Amen "; thie fourtli
wvith ;Uiîîen, I talleluijali", andi t1w

No doubt. thetse books \Vere counpiled
l)y difirerent, î>ersos and at different
t i 1i es..

As regards thie first boo0k, thiere cau
l)e 1n0 doubb but tlîat King D>avid Iinii-
self wvas the comnpiler of it, witi thie
exception of te first two J'sailiis,wliceh
'were 1nre(fixed( by I'rthe Scribc,wlienl
lie arrangeti t1ie Psalins into one vol-
inîtie.

This 11rsf. book niusf. liave bven coi-
piled about the. tinte IZing David

hL)utglit th~e Ark fro>mu Kirjathjearizni
t().Jevutsal<'nt, abouit the vear. 104<) B. C.

'Ile Seecond book was I)io1aly coin-
l)iled abliuf fortYy vars afterwvards hy
King Soloiutonl, alLer tuie building of
thcIeîîl, aunt he year 1<X)) B.C.

we< learni frojît I. Kilîgs iv., 32, that
le wvas a1 truci poet, aund so lie wouild l)(
natirliv iiiliiit'< to ad<il alluthier boo>k
of Praise bo die onle already in ueiii
the m.ssentlýu1ivs for the vosipof flic
Most. Higli.


