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¢ cap upon his head crowned with the branch-
g horns of a deer, and a shaggy bear skin de-
pending from hisbroad should.rs.  You might
have deemed him one of the satyrs of old, en-
gaged in the performance of his unhallowed
orgivs, 50 uncouth and barbarous was his ap-
pearance. Helcaped with superhuman strength
snd distorted action from side to side, some-
nmes ¢ven into the scorching embers. He
shricked as withintolerable agony, every sinew
aretched to its utmost tension, as though the
slightest touch would snap them asunder hke
an overstrained cord, and the starting eycballs
ssemed consuming with the fire of madness
iheiblazed within.  Fiendish yolls poured forth
»fast and furious” from theretracted jaws, un-
1 wrought into ungovernable ragze by the
sght, the whole band rushed with shouts and
prandished weapons into the flames; every
vesiize of which was soon obliterated by the
redoubled strokes and trampling of 2 phrenz:-
o muliitude, inflicting, in the melee, severe
woands upon czch other with their keca knives,
for the darkness gathered thick over the smoul-
dering ashes of the ¢xtinguished fire.  But the
soice of Argimou waos heard above the din,
commanding them to desist, dse the anger of
the Great Spirit would be kindled against his
people. ¥ Sce!” seud he, as he poinied upward
with ourstretched arm, “behold, brethren!—
The shardes of our fatiters look down from the
land of drcams—they have sent a token that
the red man mus: prepare fur the battle which
cemes !’ and a fecling of awe passed over those
fzzrless but supcrstiiious warriors ; for among
the stars that thronged tae westera sky, the
po%w moon was saspended in the scmblancs of
abended bow.
At the dawn of the fourih of AMay, 13733, ihe
Btisb- provinc:zls, whose sirength was in-
exesed fy a detnchment of regular troops and
small trzinof feld artillery, commenced their
mrch across the country to attack the-Freach
‘wsition, under the command of Li. Colonel
Honckion ; whiie the naval force under Cap-
min Rous, sailed up the bay torender assistance
iy sea. Upon reaching the Massiquash river
Her progress was impeded by the breasiwark
aad blockhouse, now swarming with defen-
Cars, who received them with a galling fire
7om loophole and embrasure, while the can-
ron swept the sarface ¢f the river, rendenng
0y attempt o cross extremely hezardoas and
taceriain.  However, the repeated assaulis of
112 enemy and thewr supesior numbers so0n de-
€0 1o make an impression updn the wooden
Grisnces, and the we! divested five of the ardi-

lery created great havoc among the crowded
peasantry—annoying them exceedingly by
striking large splinters from the surrounding
parapct.  Volley after volley sent its leaden
shower, and before the smoke cleared away
the Bruish with a loud cheer rushed forward.
One moument the Acadians with their Indian
allies stood firm—the next teheld them in full
retreat from the Qut-works, which were in-
stantly in possession of thar foes; and then
the garrison of the blockhouee, struck with pa-
nic at the rout of their friends, abandoned it
and fled, leaving tie passageof the river unde-
fendud.  But Argimouand a body of hisbravest
warriors scorn to turn their backs upon the
cnemy, a.d are resolved to vield their statiop
only with their Lives. -
A crashis heard at the entrance—the red-
jackets are bursting the door with the butts of
their muskets—it falls inward, and the fore-
most assailants drop dead before the scathing
fire, poured from within, while at the same
time, a whoop of defiance arrests, hke a knel,
the rush of fresh combatants to the opening.—
But the stern command of their leader, to
“charge with the bayonet,” is instantly suc-
ceeded by an impetaous onsat, and though
many a bright knife and tomahawk was red-
dened swith warm blood, and a heap of victims
marked the unflinching bravery with which
they fought; sull overpowering numbers, and
the fearful diminution of the heroic band, told
plainly that they must perish at last. It was
a gallant sight to see 2 mere haidfel of war-
riors keeping the whole force of the enemy at
bav; and among these, conspicuous from his
stature, and the wampum band withits simple
plume 2dorning his brow, norless by thelight-
nung threst of his long biade, Argimou stood
encircled by his followere.  His voico wesdis-
tinguishable amidst the clashing of stael, the
execrations of the soldiery, end the criesof tho
wounded, exhorting his brethren 1o repel the
ceareless onsct of the fo2, and shouting zloud
as another warrior {eil by his side, the rallying
words—"be strong! be strong!” Yet resist-
gace was 1n vain; oae by ono the Aicmacsars
plarced with the bayonet, and the interior of
the bicckhouse 1s fill~d with cager cacmics
pressing cach other forward in the crowded
space. Argimou alone remaing, like a grim
tiger, with 2 wall of corses aronnd him, znd
bleeding from numercus vounds. A& row of
ghticring bayonais is presented at his breast—
another insiant and they would have clashed
in his heart, bot & yonng oficer threw him-
self in front, end beating down the muskets of



