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CHAPTER 11.

From Mr. Madison’s Administration to the
Decluration of War.

4th March, 1809. ...... 18th June, 1812.
Mr. Jefferson, with
el -

whose retirement from
office we slosed our Iast chapter, was sue-

Mr. Madison’s Inau-
;gurnuon, dth March,
S09.

ceeded by Mr. Madison, who, on the 4th|

Mirch 1809, took the oath of office, with the
ceremony usual on such oceasions. It may
be taken as a hint of what was to be the
future -policy of his country, in their efforts
to make themselves as independent as pos-
sible of British manufiactures, that he was
dressed at his inauguration “in a full suit
of cloth of American manufacture.” The
circumstancewas significant; and sufficiently
evinced the determination of the United
States to continue indebted to Great Britain
for no more than was imperatively necessary.
The President’s attire indicated the spirit of
the nation; and that spirit, still further
stimulated by the complete cessation of com-
mercial interconrse produced by the war, has
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rendered the market which Great Britain
now finds in the United States for her manu-
factures, greatly inferior to what it ought to
have been, considering the rapid increase in
the population of the neighbouring republic,
and to what it certainlv would have heen
but for the war. At the time of Mr. Madi-
son’s accession, the Non-intercourse Act of
the Ist March 1809 was, cf course, in opera-
tion, which, it will he rememlered, boro
cqually upon both of the helligerent powers ;
and contained a clanse giving to the Presi-
dent the power of renewing trade with that
one of the two contending nations which
should first revoke its' hostile edicts, so far ~
as these affected the United States.

m‘s‘\fﬁ‘i&‘&?”n an‘""- Mr. Rose, the B'ritish
son. Envoy before mentioned,
who returned home, re infecta, in the spring
of 1808, was succeeded by Mr. Erskine. Ie
was the son of the celebrated Judge Erskine,
and a man of talent; but of a sanguine tem-
perament; very favourably disposed towards
the United States, partly, no doubt, from
his having resided there; and too veadily
confiding in the fair professions of those old
tacticians—>Messrs., Madison, Gallatin, and
Smith, with whom, during his negotiation,
he had to deal.  'When we make the remark
that these last named gentlemen had the
advantage of Mr. Erskine in the way of expe-
vienee and ingenuity, we do not wish it to be
understood that we consider them as having
made promiscs to the British minister which



