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THE PUBLIC, OR TUE STATE, ANI) TUE MEDiCAL
PROFESSION.

T JIERE has been a good deal givenin recont numbers of the JOURNAL
bearing upon the subjeet of this head-
ing, but it is a subject of such import-
ance tbat it merits a great deal of
discussion; and especially so bocausé
as provention is unquestionably better
than curÈe, and the méedical profession
constitutes the most cotùpetont body for
the prevention of disease, the relations
between the public and the profession
are not of the best, nor even ",botter "
mort. A complote change would prove
to be a great publie benefit. Why not
in some way secure, lay hold of, this
publie benefit? Forty years ago Dr.
John Forbes, a physician of eminericé,
in an address in London, said, IlBe-
doublcd attention should be directed to
hygiene, public and private, 'with a view
of preventing disoases on a large scale,
and individually in our sphere of
practice. Hèere the surest aud moat
glorions triuimps of medicine are to be
achieved."

Eleven years ago in October Iast(Oct.
l2th "T75)e the Editor of thir, JorRNAL,
ini a paper upon this saine subject, read
before the York County Medical Asso-
ciation, said, IlThe physician is asso-
ciated in the minds of thé people, as
ho its in reality, with diseuse rather
than with health. floes ho wish to be
s0 associated ? Would it not bo fart more
pleasant, more agréable, moreprofitable,
(or it could be made sio) to be regarded
as associated witb, defenders of; Hygiea
-thesweet3milinggoddessof Hoàit h?'
The science of medicine appears to have
been built up, so to tpe.%k, on the wrong
mide of diseàse. Physjcians occUpy the
position o? in army standing indiffer-
ently or idly id the rear, only com-
mùencing th act -when the countïy bas

beon invaded and the enemy is in the,
midst of' the citizons, active in dekïtruc-
Lion, rather than t>hat of an army nt the
' front,' ever vigilant and roady to, net
on the first advance o? the enomy. Is
titis, gentlemen, an honorable puosition
for the members of our noble JI)fles-

sion ?" .Aguin, compared with the field
of prevention, "9Doos not the tieild o?
cure fail in tocompar-ative insign ifitiî,ce?
Nature mnain tai ns hor supremacy ili the
healing art. Sho wvil1 yiéld but littie
to us in this. Her power to hetil is,
vastly groater thain ours." Sir William
Jenner bas said, tg No one acquitted
with the present stûte of tho science
anad art of medicine-will for a moment
quest ion that to prevent diseuse is its
first and rnost important aim."
. The niethod of' practising melicine

in China, or what is said to ho the
xnethod, overy body bas hoard about.
]But much netarer home, in a country
wbere science is perhaps more progSres-
sive than in any othor country-in
Gerînany, the practice of medicine'has
been greatly chaiiged during récent
years. There, the idea, as expressed-
by Stein, that IlThe function o? the
physician is an official and public one,
and that, consequently, thé members
of the medical profession shoulid act
under a common guidance, and consti-
tute an independent tbough intégral
part of the organization o? the s3tate,"
bits long been acted. upon ini ail social
législation. Theré, thé profession have
alrendy acquired, in association. with
thé local authorities, thé control not
only o? ai public health mattérà for
the prevention o? disease, but of évery
organization for the relief of distréss-
an<l thé prévenition o? crimae..

it *111 be a good and profitale thing,


