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and would ignore the overprint in the ab-
sence of special instructions. The repre-

sentatives of the_British post office em-.
ployed rungers to -convey the ordinary
mails.is not suggested as it would be-ab-
surd, No civil department of any gov-
ernment wonld pety‘a maL; either native
or otherwnse’, ,{,"5 to nskhls hfe in such
amanner for ordinary postal requirements
It is.therefope:abundantly clear that such
runners as these were were paid by pri-
vate persons, newspaper correspondents,
or were on military service only, in either
of which cases;the-stamps so used had no
significance at.- the.Mafeking post office
for regular sérvice from-Mafeking. When
we couple the‘statement that these run-
ners were npt»peyxiﬁtted to carry bags of
any kind, had the letters -secreted in the
solesof their boots, to the naive announce-
ment that follows, to the effect that of no
single specimen of the,twenty varieties
are there more than 1,000 copies, it is
really too funny for a sober philatelic’s
understafiding. The “head of B.P.” and
the Cyclist stamps are admitted to be lo-
cals, and - since permission could be ob-
tained of the general commander for

these labels it is not difficult to believe
_ that a proposition to brand the stamps,
that would eventually leave the country,”

in such a manner as to form a memento
of the gallant defense they were making,
would also meet with the same good-
humored approval. 'Wa therefore would
most strongly urge our friends to indulge
i1 no_excitement-about these stamps, nor
to pay fancy prices for them, at least un-

til some more definite reasor-is-produced -
for acceptmg them -as. anythmg better

than a local dssue,.which is 4t the same

timex memento of ‘one of the events.of ’

this:presetit war, which. will: most surely.
be hg;\dcd«lown mto hxstory.:—bmmms
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WEgive thxs stem
~ Wind endistt GentaWatch

-of Porfume, Bluine or

s} other linesat 10¢ a plek. -

7 - Wa- trust you unsold
boo(?u;~returxm.}31e.

= for-selling only two.doz. .

Crescent Co., ‘Toronto,

Prize....
Gompetition
December

ﬁ"mw
For December a packet of
400 different. stamps will be
given to each writer whose
article is judged the best in
each class.
The snbjects are :

1 Revenue Collecting.

2 Curios.
3 The Most Interesting
Stanips in the World.

4 The Story of a Stamp.

All copy to be in by Dec. 2oth.

MSS. to be clearly written,

Successful names in January number.

No limit is set to size of article, but brev-
ity and interest will be considered.

No MSS. will be returned.’

Al communications to be addressed to
The Canadian Philatelic Magazine,

Toronto, Ont.

- (Pastage 2 cents extra)

. 50 different, Canada Jubiles, ete.
+"'"_.1 Pocket.Stamp Album
~ 1 PrizeCoupon-Ticket
e Price Lists. . .
Only one lot.to & buyer, who rmust
- gsend us the ngme* and address of two -
Collectors. e

Wi R. ADAMS, Stamp Dept.
TORONTO, Can.



