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instability.  The exception having ceased wath
those who made 1t; and the wmore reasonable
demand having been for the British Constitu-
tion, with an mmproved adinmstrution of 1its
powers, this state of affurs has been regarded,
and the general principles of our Government
remain the same as they have ever been, The
alterations which have been made by the Act
for re-umting the Canadas,—as, requiring o
property qualification m members of Assembly
from Lower Canada, the reduction of the num-
her of mambers, the power to establish Muni-
cipal Districts, the use of the Engli=h Janguage,
the repeal of the Clergy Reserve section of the
former Act,—do notaflcct the general principles
of the Government. \We have still the three
estates, with their distinct and independent
powers, and their mutual relations, checks, and
balances. The alterations are chietly in matters
of detaul, which leave the general frame-work
of the Government untouched; and the nnpro-
ved system of government has to be wrought
out by an mmproved administration of cstab-
lished and well-defined principles, and not by a
new sct of principles altogether.

These changes, however, are regarded with
aversion by many of both the political parties
whose dissensions have so long agitated these
Provinces, The first, or Conservative party,
declare that these changes will inevitably lead
to the subversion of the goveroment, which
will be swallowed up by the fierce spirit of a
rampant democracy. ‘They protest that all
ettempts to conduct the governnent on this
improved system must fail, and the man who
makes the attempt must sink like the hapless
PTheton, and be destroyed in his futile efforts to
curb a spint which is too mighty for his control,
and too unruly to be governed by a system that
yields so much to its will. On the other hand,
many of the Reform party deem that these
changes arc inadequate to produce the desired
end;—that no good commensurate with the
wants of the couniry can be expected from
such insufficient means;—that the government
ig still infected with the spirit, and fettered by
the prejudices of the Tories;—that the steeds
of the sun are harnessed to a mountamn of
granite, instead of the swift-rolling churiot of
light,—that no movement, no measure can
follow any cfforts worthy of the occasion;—
and that, in short, the government, in its whole
action, will be like the mountain in labour—
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unutterable throes—a world of expectation-—
and the result, @ mousc!

To meet these two classes of objections ia
our design in the presentarticle.  Wemay not
succend 1n reconciling all persons to the impro-
ved system of Government, (to expect this
would be presumption;) yet, although every
envious spint m.y not be laid, nor every cap-
tious spint silenced, nor every factious spirit
shamed, 1f we succeed in showing that this
system is, on the one hand, conservative of all
that 1s valuable in our nstitutions, while, on
the other, 1t gives the freest action and fullest
Iiberty to the people that are compatible with
those institutions, we may then expect that the
reasonable and disintercsted of all parties will
unite in support of the Government, and thus
enable 1t to fulfil its patristic designs with a
spintand power adequate to ruse these colonies
1nto a condition of great and permanent pros-
penty. As the people in general can have no
other end 1 view than their own welfare, so
the Government can contemplate no other end,
and expects support only by proving itself
worthy. ‘T'his proof must, of course, be chiefly
by deeds equal to 1ts mission; but, in the mean
time, lest the power to perform those deeds be
diminished, it 1s proper to shew that 1ts policy*
can be defended; because it proceeds on an
enlightened and liberal regard to the interests
of the whole people. We therefore proceed
to state,

11.—THE PRINCIPLES WHICH GUIDE THE POLICY
oF THE GOVERNMENT.

But before we do thig, it is necessary for us
10 assume a certain ground for our reasoning,
both in this article, and in all other political
discussions which may appear in the JMonthly
Review. We cannot be proving first principlcs,
still less defending them. There is polatical
knowledge among the people, and a fixed adbe-
rence to certain leading subjects of constitu-
tional politics. We are warranted in saying
ths, not only by thetr numerous declarations to
this eflect, but also by the severe test to which
they were subjected duning the late insurrec-
tions 1n the Provinces. We assume, then,

First,—That Canada is to remain o partof
the British Empire,

Secondly,—That the connexion between
them is not to bo mantained by military powey



