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îLe dnrk brown chariot wbicb rolled swiftly
pmuit, draivu b>' its ivll-matehed bays.

.Among tho passers-Ly wero tira ladies, ivlio
ivalked leisurel>' dowu the sbady sida of the
street. Iloth,%vero young, for neither could hava
seen more thon twcuty sunimers, and batli wera
attractive ta appearance, nit lressed witb an
uuniretcndlng ehegance irlîlch contrasted favrour-
ahi>' ii tho costumes of man>' gaudil>' attireil
females who minglein l tho thrang. Ona iras
dark-baired andl bright-oyed, ivitb brunetto tilut
anmd nos>' mouth; white lier conipanion, soualier
ini stature, and slugbter iu feri, posscsscdl a coin-
piexion cf dizzling purit>', snnny, farbair, wbicb
full in licavy ringlets iround ber face, and a
pair of latigblng bloa cyes.

"lLucy, 1 isl toi hava your opinion reganding
those pennl ornancents of îvbieh 1 bava spaken te
you. 1 tohd the joaweller tbat I would probaVy>
cat iagnan to-day. S&, as wo aira ait the door, il,
is as well ta decido at once about purcbasing
thein."

ICertaîni>," rcplied lier fairer compauxon, il1
saat ba most happy ta assist you ln yonr dcci-
sien ;" nd the ladies entercd th bol ho f ajcwci,
ier fameil for the magnificence and good tasta
winch distinguishecl thc commodities inwbicb ho

Tho sliap iras crowded ivith purchasers, and
the ladies hail ta irait sema limne beforo the>'
ivero attcuded ta. Meaawbhile, tbcy amouseil
theinselves whth iooklng iat tho glass-cases
ivicl caatained bijouterie of ever>' descriptiov.
The pennl Qrnainents ivero also tbere, exposeil ta

"t.0, Margaret, tbe>' ara vcry Leautifual indeed,'"
excliammei Luecy Ayton, andl aildei in a loirer
toue of voice: IlAnd so appropriste for a bride.
Orange blossoma and pearis ara inseparable."1

I trust 1 :;hall cr0 long bave the pleasuiro of
assisting you ta select zot-n if t.heso pratty tbings
te bo worix on. a smaa occasion," replied ber
companion.

Lucy' ras about ta makoe a laughing repl>',
ithen tbe nîcb, dep toues of a maul>' voico foul
ujion lier ear, aud ahle turned quickly round ta
get a glimupse of tLe speaker irbo iras standing
ini their imediato vicinit:. Ilair is it that
there is sncb thrihling mnagic in a vaics ira ma>'
hava Liard but once, whieb ire ina> nover hier
agania, but irboso toues irill linger la tLe marnai>
fur ycars tu comae? or sncb iritcher' in -the es-
pression of an oye irboso glanca ira mn>' bave
met but; once iu aur lives, but ivbich wil haunt
us a tunes bienccfortb, tal Le reaeaild again au
again, irben memor>' bnings bacli bler a o-
gotten reminiseuces of tbe past. Thismasueb
a voice, thus frauglit wiL interest, i louai ta.
Luîcy. Tla worils marc.nothing in themscîres.
Tbe>' moral>' roforred te an article the speaker
uns pnrchnsing; but tfie musical and inpresuivo
toues attracted Luc4," attention, and, startied,
sac looked Lastily around. Iler quiche mavernt
caught tbe stranges notice, nnd, raising Lià
bond, lus looks wera fVvutted upon the f.iiryaung
face beoe him. No ivander tbo colour rasa ta
Lucy's brow, aud bier sofç Lno cyps.san bcneath
tbeir lids as eli.e turnedaway, crmbarrassed, froin
the startlcd gazao involuintar>' but rcpect!uI
admiration. wbich a pair of lustrons dune ejes
sent back. 1(, tba.strangr's, voica Lad anrested
Lucy's attention,. ls personal appearanco oui>'
tonded a c leepen tient interest. Thora was tint
luh .i air sud dreéss, difficuit ta describe Lut per-
ceptila ta tLe cyé, wbich imdieated that theoindi-
vidual %vas a strgngerin tLe land, a the ilark,
brouzeil WCji cf .is ,complexion tolet of a homo
bencati suiiler s'lics ïtbsn thoseorc Engiand.
His ago migbt Le about twcuty-flre. lia was
tait in figure, ana bis features, tbongb net fault-
lessi>' regular, wena plessiug, aud a pair cf
eycs, largoe dark, sud penotrating, yetwiith a
sbada cf sans i.tei epmeslçn, mored coin-
prehigniedl lu ibobas>' surpy yvieh, Lucy.maille

"(Lucydara you. dremi.g? ILhave addressed
'Tou tiea wîthout neccivlng a reply>'" exelaimeil
ber compantian, toucbing ber lighil>' an tho.
sbeulder; for, jutent upon tLe pennîs, Luey's
embarrassient Lad passedl unuotied.

"lExcuse me, Mlargaret fer M.Y, Absence cf
iniid," replied Luc>'; ilbut now that you Lava

swakcncd me, 1 arn ait attention to>'aun wisbes."1
Tbo joeee produei tha peanîs freint Le

case, aud, after being dul>' cxaminedl and udmir-
cd, te>' moere purchased, unt. ordered te be sent
bomne.

IlI hava another set cf ornat.ents bere," ne-
rnarked îLe joeheler, Iliicb ibis young lady
aa> ii to sec. Thio stylo la unique, anil dis-

tingui.gheil for beaut>' cf design and niebuess cf
ivorkmansbip."1

"lDo nul teînpt mna b>' tho disphlay of an>' cast>'
trnkct," repicd Lue>', weho, b>' tii turne Lad
cuiplutel>' regaineil ber self-pdossessio. cn
nai aifard f0 purebaso thumu, and Ibo sight cf
thcan nida> ouI>' makle me dissatisieil ivitb iboso
1 passess," andl tic jairehher disphaycd te lier vicir
the arnaments, irbieh wcli meriteil bis praise,
for the>' moe uncommol>' beatiful. The>' eer
of aquiamarine, andl tLe pie grecn geins lookeil
like pelhueid drops of occau water congeaheil
trithia the rich ebascil wark wieL encloseil
them. IlThe>' mera errilby a youug ceuntess,
as capricieus as she la fair itia afterward
changeil ber mimd, and desireâ alLers instead."

IlWbat te their value?" iuquireil Lue>', as she
gazeil opon tho ornameuts mith îLe admiration
su naturul te a -'Oung and lord>' girl.

IlOua bundreil gainons."
"Tben you ina> keep tbem, tihi, 1 amn nich

enough, ta b.e thoîr pircbaser,*'replied Lue>'sinil-
iîig, Il tbough 1 fear tue>' wil becoa alil-fashion-
cd long before that tinie arrives. TillIltion 1
shah eudearour ta romain satisfled ivith l
arnarnents I ahready possess, simple us the>' arc:'

Tho ladies mored onirards te leavo the sbop,
and Lucy', wiLh a aide-long glance, aliserveil îLe'
sîtranger wna La attracted lber notice stihi stand-
ing in, tLe saine place. Thé>' mena abigeal ta
pass him on, ibeir. ay out, and, ns ha moveil
aside te giva them more reoom, another look
froin those fascinating cyes caused Lucy's heari
te bient quiek>', and tba calour te deepeumomrÀen-
tanil>' on bier face.

"fil you observe tbat foeg-okng iall-
vidual erbuse poitel>'stooduaido tius pass 2"
enquirel Margaret, as the>' regaineil îLe street.
IlI bave nover scen a face more calculated ta
atraken interest lu a passing stranger. le cau-
net, surel>', beloug ta ibis tai."

"Yesh attracteil in> notice wite yeu moe
00oking'aihtta jeirels3," replicd Lue>; Il and I fear
h ue t mu rery rude for thoa, arupt mauner
irn ubic I trcd round and, lookeil at hlm.

But, after ai, i docs net mueli signif>' wni Le
ina>' thinhe of me, for ira sLaU flot likel>' iacet
again."1

Il la i net J0 all probale," ssid lier frieul,
"for Lea erident>' belongs ta a mariner clina
itan ours. The suit of Englanil bas nlot lent
that braira tint to Lis complexion, wbieb, lfer
ail rallier becoming ta a mnial> face. Anil,
noir, Lue>', me muaI go and select tLe ivreati cf
orange blosseins. 1 lcar you will id the. office
of bridesmald ne sineenne, for 1 inteul te, tako
adrantage cf your superman tas" in cboosigin>
trousseau, so we mustbuarryaursteps sens ta b at
boonl time for dianer, sud papa dislikes sa,inacb
ta ait Ibmn ta a solitan' meal MyI> dean, kinl
1fstLcr, r fear hoe ii greatl>' miss me irben 1
lesaohlm. This la the cul>' regret wbleL clouds
my present bappine.ss," sud a tear diimced tLe
brigbiejyes o f tuo youug bride.

OHAPTER il.

WbenLucyAtondaceuded te breakfast next
monuiag, ber mother was alrcady seatcd ai tha
table, 4nd kolali le honad a amali parcel.

"Sa0 yen hava been makinq purchasca, ma>
dean said lins. Ayton i I mas jusi about ta
pecp iet ibis parcchY"

"4Ne, mamms, 1 did net Lu>' anytbing yester-
day," repuiellien daughen. ."Âlro yen certain,
that packet te inteuded for us ? It nsy have becu
rnis-sean

IlRcad tLe alliesa, Luc>', sud >'eu ili finI it
quite correct," snd lins. .Ayton banded tho parcel
to Lue>', wha rend bier name, iusclibel la legible
cbaracters.,

"lThis muai Las sains cf Margsrct's brida geAr,
irbicli bas been rongl>' direeteil," raid Lue>',
untying t4îo agaqli Il but we shaU sea set, AUl
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qoubis nt resi, b>' gctting a alght of tho myste.
nous contents!,

The paper cnvelopcs were laid asida, and a
crimson moracco caue mot their view.

"Margaret's bridai pearlsl bolw stupld Il' ex-
claimed Lucy, and, toucbing tho sprlng, the lid
1 flw open And cxposed to ber astonishod cycs,neot the peari dornaincats, intended toi d.dorn lier
friend, but the aquamarincs whieh elh adl sa
xnuch admircd, and wvbich the jewcllor lait wisb-
cd lier ta purebase.

9How ver>' beautiful," exclaimod Mrs. Ayton,
and Lucy aiso uttered an eJaculatian of admira.
tion as ivcfl as surprise, wbezsêb shoid îLe
glittering gents, to wbieh tho raye of the mornlng
Sun lent additional lustra.» But sure>', Lucy,
you cannot bave becu se thoughtlesa as ta
make sucb a costly purchaso!'

"lMamma, you, do nlot think that I wonld do
anytbing se extravagant," replied lier daughter.
To purebase ornaments soi expensive as thoe
would ii become aur reduced fortunes» and
Lucy' related ta ber mother tho cireumestance «'
lir. Waro Laving recommended tho ornaments to
lier notice, and lbow abc brai deciued ta purchase
thein. M~rs. Aytott and Lucy' looked witbla thîe
Came and shook tba paper la whioh il hall betit
wrapped, ta discovcr wbethier an>' explanator>'
note or bill accompanied it. But the simple Adl-
dress "&Miss Ayton»ires wai AULte cxpianation af-
forded.

"lNover mind Lucy, do flot givo yourself an>'
further uneasiness about this afiir, but take your
coffe-it la almost cold b>' tbis time--and imme-
diatel>' after breakfast you eau carry the parcei
back ta Mir. Wares; for tàe contents are tca valu-
ablo to Le entrusted to tho servant and doubtless
tho mistako il soon hoe axplained. Ifa oust
bava supposoil tbat you, wished to bava a sigbt
of thein At home.",

IlI shahl ba noro careful lu future bow 1 ex-
prss my Admiration," replied Luecy, Il when it te
tb'cs misnndorstood ;" and elasing the case, Luecy
stated berself at the breakfast tabla.

Mrs. Ayton was iLe widow of a merchant,
wbo Lad formerly been among tLe wealtblest and
naost respected iu tha large mercantile clty hi
wbicb abo noir dwelt, and se had been ae-
customed ta lira in a style of elegance snltcdl ta
tbpir différent circumsannes. Upon bis deatb,
however, which Ladl bappeuodl about twa years
provions ta the trne ai wbich wa introduce thons
to th rcader, bis aairs hallbeau found taLae la a
lesaprosperous condition tban Lad L<iea mnpposed.
Owing to disasters b>' ecl and other lasses in.-
cident tomercantile pursuits, much hadl been loet,

=bc no ears of succes8fful lnustry mlght
baeeglei.Bntllfaisuncertaln,itndMr.Âyîon,

aa nu still ini the prime lof hife> died adeny.,
To bis W:fo sud dangliter the losswss Implarble,
andl erca the changa of fortuno wbleh ffpeily fol-
lowcd wes comparatively unfelt whren compared
tto greater giefnlrcady sstained.ý Disposingof
bermosivaluabla farnlture andplate; Mre.ÀAytott
pnrcbascd a stiall suburban villa ta hioh tbe
retired witb lier on!>' daugbier, and deaoanciag
tho gay' society la which silo Lad aiwaya been
accustomeil ta iningle, continued ta receiveêoaiy a
few epecial friands, fromi wbom no change cf fer-
tune conldlestranga ber. Lucy hadl flot felithe
altered cireninstances cf lier lot sel semeel>' as
migh t have been anticipated, tbough at au age
ta ena>' the galeties of life, and beautifia enongs
tal attract admiration wherever se.appeaxed.
Educated witb great case b>' a fond and sensible
mother, she possessedma--y resources with 'whih
ta replace those amusemecnts whicb ah.e now LAd
tal relinquish. ..

Breakfast over, Lue>' bastil>' put oi lier bon-
net and shaivi, and tying up tLe morocco cas
proceedeil ta the jewelier's sbap.

"lOaa 1 siea Mr. Wara2" inquireil Luecy cf bno
of the. assistants who came forward toascentain,
baer wishes.

cc ertanl.Y, Miss,'e plesse Lie esd -and 1
sÇiaii snjnmon bim,' replied the young"àa. Ur.
Waro presenl>' appeared, to 'irbai Lucy' was
well known, for Ihi. .&yton badl daIt with blma
lu mare prosperone days.

aGood mornlng Mis, ytonP ho uid; apecu.
liar limite appecem UPas» bl; face as lie sauted
bier.


