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neckerchief twisted round bis throat in a sort of
wisp, a pair of great goggle spectacles upon bis
Diose, and with two, th.ree, or four folios usually
ranged round him, oue for reading, the others for
comuparisen and refèrence. i bad the good for-
tune once te band hlm a penderous tome whicb
'hâd slipped from bis kuces whilst ho was intent
upon another placed upon the stand before hlm ;
and after that tume, if by chance he glanced up,
whîch mîght happen once in a month perhaps,
wiîilst 1 was in the reading-rom, 1 was sure of a
kindly noul at least befere he glanced down agalu.

Qunce, in a difflculty, I ventured te retèr te
bim, anul 1 was ne littie astonished by the flood
et erudi tien poured in cousequenco upon me. Ho
kuew everything that had been written upon the
sulîject, and gave me the key te my puzzle im-
mediately, tegether witb baîf a bundred referen-
ces wherewith still furtber te elucidate iL. Af-
terwards our relationship became alniost that cf
mnaster and putuil ; andl 1 may say that we bie-
came ln some sort frienuls, though our only place
of meeting w-as the lihrary.

The rule in our office was, that every one ern-
ployed should b h Ure and at work at nine
o'clock in the morning; and accordingly at
twenty minutes before nine, preciseiy, 1 passed
the dlock iii the eld cburch tower on my way te
it. 1 believe that every dlock in the back street
iii Strangeways lu which 1 lived was timed by
my movements, much in tbe saine way in which
my watcb was timed by the churcb dlock as 1
passed. Froni long habit this cemparisen bad
beceme a necessity, and the only tomptatien 1
ever badl te omit iL was occasienedby the passing
the saine spot, at my precise moment, cf a young
lady dressed in a green mantie, whom 1 met
morning aftcr morning, and whese fresb, pleasant
face I get te look for until 1 fancied that missing
it weuld a!mest cast a gloom upon the day. Lt
was long before i did miss it : mouth after
montb, through the long wlnter, wet or dry, bail,
raim, or snlow, at Lwenty minutes te aine 1 met
G reeumantle, as I called ber lu my own tbougbit,
opposite the old churcli tower. Very soon 1
knew ber as weii as any eid bouse lu LUe city, or
eut cf iL, andl ceulul have described cvery fold lu
bier dress andl every feature lu ber sweet fâce, but
1 had ne ene te describe thenm te at thiat Lime, and I
arn net geiug te begin new.

1 was a young man cf flye and-twenty-then,
but as sbamefaced as a girl : if 1 fancied that
Greoumantie leokeul in my direction, I coloured
te the tep cf my bcad, 1 beieve, and bastened
onward ; if she passed witbeut appearing te
notice me, I was miserable for the day.

(iradualiy, I put togother a little history for
ber, but as iL was incorrect exoept la Lwo cf iLs
more insignificant particulars, iL need net lie
dets«0led bere. She had usuaiiy a roll of music
witbi ber, se 1 knew she was a governess seme-
where, and that was ail I couid make eut with
certainty. 1 wanted te know ail about ber, wbo
she was, where sbe lived, what relatives slie
bad, and, above ail, 1 wauted te knew lier. j
baul gut te love ber before 1 bad exchangýd
a Word, or even a nod, witb ber. lIer face was
the index te ail goodness, andl I felt that 1,rpust
win lier, or die. If I was as sby as a girl,1 IWas
evcry bit as romantie ; and I actualIy 'upset ail
the imighbours' equanimity by startingfrom my
iodgings ton minutes before my accustomeul
Lime, andl se porsuading theni tbat every clock in
the street was ton minutes bohind LUne. But 1
misseul sceing Greniantie. I ran back, indeed,
just in ime te sec ber skirt disappear in the distant
crowd ;but tbat did net content me, and foi
weeks Ibecame a truc timoekeeper again. Then 1
trieul being late : I icft my lodgings at the ac-
customed heur, indeed ; but i loîtcrcd upen thc
rored, amîd Greenuiantle pussed me almost at my
own street end. 1 iingercd andl watclmed, but
she went on and on until 1 coulul distinguish bel
no longer. Thon 1 Lurned and ran-ran at tlu
t<)p cf my speed to the office, wWh 1 reacbed
fiye minutes after aine, in ime te flnd evcr3
oee froni the master, dowinward, speculatinE
upon my being seriuusly unwoll, or possihiy de,
funct. Thus things ivent tilt midsummcr ; 1
mnet Greenniantie, withot appeaflng te recugnizu
bier, every merning, and 1 spent heurs every even.
sng in visiting places in whicbi I thonght it pos

sibie to meet withbher ; but, except at tbatprecise
spot, et twenty minutes before aine, 1 nover biad
the tuck te find. ber.

1 Lad even bogun te specuIatq upon the pessi-
bility cf obtaiuing a ucy's holiday, in ordr te
discover where she went te, and, possibly even,
where she lýved. I dwelt upon the idea, deligbt-
ed, but the obstacles appeaeu. insuperahie.
Coulul 1 say that 1 bad urgent. jrivate business ?
0f course. But cf what nature? 1 could net
summon courage te tell n lie, and perhiaps stili
less could 1 have Loid the truth.

Oiio inorning, Greeumranrtle- did notappear. It
was at midsuimmer, and we 'wvere buqy with our
annual balance-shoot ; it was ail but complote.
aîîd 1 haul te sign iL : instead cf Richard Nayier,
i sigued, "1 Greenmnantle.' 1 tore off thei corner
surreptitiensl v, spilled some ink upen the mrutila-
ted remnant, and toileul far Ito tUe nigbt te pro-
duce a dlean copy, whicb 1 bad very nearly
signed l Greeamantlc." again.

For the niext week or two I was maiserabie:
that Greoumantie must be enjoylng ber holiday,
1 knew weii enongh ; but iL wus ne sligbt de-
privation to find myself alone, merning after mor--
ing, et the accustomed heur.

1 dctermîined 1 know net what; 1 wouid sl eak
Lu ber:. I composod rmumberless pretty speec les;-
eue or Lwe fresb eues for cvery day: I committed
theni resolutely te memory : 1 conod theni over
as I walked, lu the office even ; and I mademjIs-
takes in tUe bocks:- my ledger, whicb mmo peu-
kuife baul ever touched, was disgraccd for e-or:
and still Greoumantle came net.

it was the m&idule cf Angust, and I ougbt te
bave started upon my annual journey borne. 1
stirred net, andl made ne sigu.

At lengtb I was ordered off. I was getting
thin and ll and my master saw iL, and told me
te go inte l1 e cou.ntry for ton days. 1 cbeyod in
part ; huit lnstead cf going into the country, 1
commonced asystematie searcb for Groonruantie.
1 questioned everybedy : cabmen, policemen,
porters : many had seen ber, but noue lately, and
noue Unew where she iived. 1 was pursuxmg my
searcb stiil, and a weok cf my icave bad nearty
expired, whon, comlng suddenly into the market-
place, 1 saw Greenniantie ; I was sure IL waasUhe,
but some carts intervoned, and beforo 1 coulul

reacli tbe spot, she, was gene.
flore was new life, new hope for me 1 1 spent

long heurs in the market aeit day, witb Bowezns
spectacles always looking at me and see~M4ug lto
ask wbat 1 did there ; but I was rçwarded at
lest. I saw Groenxmantie coming çLn4 pqsbpod
towards ber threugb tUe crowd. î 1rýac4ed lher,
and sbould bave sp}oken : it Was lier mngjRte, but
tUe bonnet was different, s0 was the face, 1 t

flore was disappoin'ýnent dopbly, deep J: was
reckiess; my imidity haàd llow, amn, I4 t 1 c
thîe girl who wore the'nà#~tléI lied beexi gpking
se long. Shë iyaË rcnat~sit,,ea
mantie Wag ill ;had 'beà y'c.ry ,ill - t sUt
was botter. Oh l Ye's sbé' %V04 gegitng 194gOng
agatu;- tbýy di' net lAve'far from t4ero, I wai
mad, i beiove, a~d r' f'ý-ny thegirl thongiî sq
1 b6nghL grapes, orangé .e1aites, eîY ixýrs, and
wanted Le buy wiue tor ii ie)e mny ur
chasos inte the skirt cf LUh gen tlç, and lu.
sisted upomi sefrmg it home.

I sent nmessages cf love, sorrow, lîappiness
was grieveul for th is and he' ppy. et that ailsorahb
for the other ; 1 w-as cloquent andl bcsfdc myseIî
I talked maore in tue ton minutes which iL tecok u:
te go thromgh ttîe mar-ket amîd to LIme top o
Smithiv-duer than 1 lied donc fuir monttîs before
and w-hon I was dismisseul et the duor, I stenu
gazing ahs.-ntty at thîe oId puîcturesque bnildin

*which bcld nearly aIl 1 careul for, ntil 1 turnei
sick andl faut from excess of joy.

1 went LUcre iu the evcning, andknocked timid
ty (after inany eff7orts) et the door. TUe wena
o f LUe bieuse Loid rue Greemtmautt&s neme. IlYes
Miss Waitu and ber sister lived LUcre :. Mis
WalLon Lad been ili ; but sîîo was mendiui
nicely ; site would give iny card, would say that
bad called - would I wait theim ?"1 I foît ve-

» iierVOUS, but 1 wud waitL, and iii a few moment
[ the sioicr came te me : Grecumantle hast recop

3nizcd me ; Greenmautle wculd sec me:- woul
1 waik npstairs ?

It was au 9ld-fasidoued ý9us 1 ~4IUdny
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before seen one so charuiiug ;the stairs ivere of
old Oak, wide and spacious; 1 sprang up) theru
m-ith alacrity ; three fligbts were passed, and
then, in a large wainscoted, poorly-furnished
room, 1Ifound G reeninantie, pale and propped w ith
pillows, but with a pleasan t smile of welcomoe ou
ber worn, dear face. I could do no more t ban I
had done, she said: they were well off, they
were rich : et least they liad sufficient to last
theni for some, time : but she was glad to sec
me ;it was like seeing an old frieud. Tlwn
Greýenniantie spoke of books, pictures, flowers;
led nue to rny owu subjects, and appeared t(>
listen with interest. 1 was cloquenît i 1 was
inspired ; 1 astonished myseif in liarticular;
but 1 bad no time to think cf it then. Her sister
told me to go: Greenmaatie was tired ;but 1
might corne ag-ain: the inext day if 1 chose.
I did choose, anid 1 chose to go for many a day after.
1 hanuted the neiglhbourhnod of their lodgings;
and 1 bave a particular affection yct for the lar.go
old window near tîto top of tic most picturesque
old bouse in Manchester, that at the higber eiîd
of old Smithy door. From that wlndow Green-
mantie bas eftenlooked kindly down to me.

She recovered rapidiy ; lier sister said tiîat
1 was ber best doctor;- and after I Lad spoken rny
love, whicb 1 did soon, and witbout any very ex-
traordinary bugling iii doing so, sbce told me bier
plainy simsle stury. Their father was a trades-
man in a distant town ; they bad been carefully
educatcd, partly with tbe lda that tbey miglît
bave te figbt, their own way : father and mother
bad both diod suddenly, and almost at the sain(,
heur, and there ivas nothing left for theni but
their plane and some trifiiîg articles of furniture
which their father's creditors bad presented te
them. Tbey badan uncle inManchester (ho was
in the suext room, and 1 must g et bis consent);
so tbey bad corne bere, and Gretimntle bad
rnalntainedl both ber sister and berseîf by lier cx-
ertions m~ a governess. She bad contluued ber
sister's education, too, and she hoped nuw 1.1at,
she could supply lier place.

A.ud so Greenmantle went, with a radiant
face, to call lier uncle ; and I awaited, in tèear
and tremhling, liis mnuch-drcaded approacb. First
1 heard a great; clatter (if faling books, theu a
mner"y laugli and a shuiffling of slippered flèet, and
thon the door'opened and Greenmatie entend

jleading by the band-my old friend of thecleg
library 1'
- 1 sprang to hlm ; i think I sbould have liked
ok eksE hîm,ifor'be-shook me warmiy by hoth

isnds,' muttered sornething about being bappy,-
godd boy,,good èirl,! very good girl ; and thon
bo Joined onrlianids together, and shufflod away
tohis books agaiti.

Aknd thon Gteènmtntle made ber confession.
She bad kio-wn me iluiteas long as Iiliad kîiowi,
ber ,indeed she tbougbt, longer, l'or seýveral
times she, had pâissed me ivhilst 1 was leoking at
'my: watcb' : she saw tlîat i w'as punctuial;

n she, saw -that 1 ivas fond of books ; stuc giecs-
sed' that; 1 iiked pietores ; she knew tiiat
1 3iked flowers-; she baid known iny ilame long-
sixîce; she knew that ber uncle luad met me a ndt

*crowning confession of aIl-but that Nvas noL
*made tilt after we w-ere mnarried-sle prodluieet

my portrait, which site bad pitdfor liersullf iii
secret, after, as sho said, she kncew that 1 lovud
ber, and boped that 1 would somo dlay tell lier

s SGreenm.antie's sister began to pass the olul
f churcbi at twenty minuitesto iaine cverymoruing,

*and for a Iile while I useul te ineet andl bid
dber Il good merning» there : but as soon as 1 had

g got my cage ready 1 t(uek home mny tuird ; anud
j uow we bave turned Greenm.atite into a riîîg-

dove, Ieaving the owl and linjunet to kecp) house,
-together, titi the *linnet eettles in ber owui nest
S(which, judging front appearances, will not ho

long first), and thon the owi is te corne to us, and
s1 auji te rummnage both bis books and bis brai ns

g at my îlcasure. J >
1
y NONs of us really wishes to excluiaLogre ùuir
s id1eîtity for that of another, yet w(; are rarcly sar-~- islied with ourselves.

Il A TITLS may be a diamond te tue poî7,eý-sor,
but aiue persorts out of ton wiII put very little

ir valut uptin it uniess it is puisLtul aud set.


