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THE TRADER.

from almost every country under tho sun,
and to pay a8 promptly and buy as clase
88 their Now York rivals can. This, wo
think, is tho real causo why this forcign
{mport trado has fallen off 50 much of Iate.

In roferenco to tho confusion of com-
morcial rolations betweon Canada and
tho Btates, wo would ask our contempo-
rary to romomber that anything of thus
kind arisos ontirely from their own sclfish-
ness, The history of the commercial
relations between these two countries is
one long record of a lerss country trying
to oome a grab game sver a small one.
Canadians, however, aro an independent
peoplo, and tho abrogatiou of the recipro-
city treaty and other thiugs of a simijar
character, and instead of bringing them to
their knoes and bastening annexation, as
was intended, bas had tho opposito effect
of making them more seclf-reliant, and
crushing out whatever leaning there may
formerly bave been in that direction.
Caneda is now strong enough to stand
upon ber rights, and tho honest exportors
of the United Btates may rest casy in
knowing that their trade with this country
will not be interfered with in any way
for the benefit of exporters in other foreign
conntries,

And as we are speaking of customs
regulations we may here observe that as
compared with those of the Umted States,
the laws of Canada are sumpheity itsell.
Customs entrics hero take only a fow
minutes to make,and if goods and 1nvoices
are “straight,” the former are usually
delivered in the merchant's warshonse
within twenty-four bours. Of the U. S.
rogulations we nced not speak at length,
for time would fail us to tell of the delays
and extortions that have to be borne
before the goods are finally delivered to
tho importer ; we bavohad experience of
it, and we say without hesitation that we
would rather mako ten outries in Canada
than one in the United States. The
Canzdian, customs laws are very simplo
and if American exporters would only
remember to cowply with them they
would save themselves and their
customers here A& great deal of
troable, Many American importers scem
toiwsginoe that Canads,instead of being
a foreign country is a part of the United
States. Thoy write you about some
business and cncloss an addressed on-
velope prepaid with an American stamp,
forgetting that such a thing is of no valune
here, When shipping goods by oxpress,
waay of them farget that invoices should

be sent in duplicato by mail and simply
onclose ono bill ineide the package, and
unless the consignee gols & permit to
oxamino the package e may remain in
ignorance of whose goods thoy are until
the consignor draws on him for the
money. Then an explanation is sure to
ensue, Again, oustoms regulations de-

written across the botlom of each, the
words * certified corrgot,” and tho signa-
turo of the consignors. This in most
vases thoy fail to do, and the rosult is
delay and consequent loss of trade. Tho
soorcr that our American cousns learn
that Canada is an independent foreign
country and its laws bave got to be com-
plied with, the better for both the volume
and eagse with which their trade with it
will be done. When this lesson is once
thoroughly lecarned we will have less of
such charges as ** malice prepense,” and
a kindlier ers will dawn upon the com-
mercial relations of these two English
speaking countries.

AN IMPORTANT QUESTION.

The question before Parliament at the
prosent moment of a loan to the Canadian
Pacific Kallvay Company of $22,500,-
000.00 for the purpose of fimighing the
construction of their line, is one that will
have a very strong bearing on the future
of this country for a centnry to come.
This is a very 1mportant question and
should not be considered altogether from
a dollar and cent pr-* of view. Wo
think 1t an imperative . .vessity that tho
eastern section of the road from Port
Arthur to Callender should be pushed
through with tbo lenst possible delay, and
we should favor a liberal grant of money
to hielp it throngh, provided that proper
and sufficient secnrity for its repayment
wore given by the company. e do not
Js00, however, that the people of Canads
should be forced-to.4ax themselvos for
the purpose of enabling a lot of willion-
aires, who are already living in paluces
and on -the fat of the land, not only to
become more wealthy, but to do so by
buying up all the compeling railroads
they can seoure, and thus cnable them-
gelves more easily and surely to bleed
the publis by whose mistaken gencrosity
they bave been enabled to attain the
position of masters instead of servants of
the public. Ever sinco *o inception of

[thoir great monopoly have the G, P. R.

mand that all foreign invoices must lavo )

and rival roads, and if their monoy had
held out we should oro this have felt
more keenly tho grasp of their izon han),
As it is tho people of the Noxth-West have
been well mgh gonded into open robolhon,
and serious injury has heer dohe to the
trade bolween Manitoba and the older
| provinces.  Tho prosent lsngood time
for the country to got o repeal of those
obnoxions monopoly clauses in the
original charter, and the Parlisment of
Cavada will bo derelict in its duty ifit
does not insist on their being oauncelled
beforo any further money is advanced,

t seoms to us that the sum asked foris
excessivelylarge and the security absurdly
small. The more monoy the peopls
furnish in tbis way the greatcr tho risk
of the road being thirown on their hands
as roon as completed aud the company
have squeezed all the money they can
out of the conntry.

The Grand Trunk Railway, by ther
unwiso and threatening manifasto to the
government, have not only added & new
and bitter factor to the controversy, but
furnished a very strong weapon to the
Caunda Pacific Company which will help
them to get the proposed arrangement
carried out in its entirety. The fact is
Rthat both the Grand Trunk and Capada
Pacific Companies aro soulless corpors.
ticas, and each is trying Lo got the betler
of the other and £ill its own.coffers at the

ublic expense. Their charges and
counter charges against each other may
servo to attract the public attention from
the real question at issue nntilit is teo
late, but those who look beneath the
surfaco can easily see that the motive
underlying each is a purely selfish one.
These companies to-day aro deadly
enemies, so far as the public can geo it is
war to the knife. To-morrow they sy
bo the best of friends and form a coalition
which would mean little short ofruinto
the trade of this country. No comparnies
could havg been .more antagonistic than
the Grand Trunk and Great Westem,
but when it came to a question of profit
and tho English owners found they could
extract morae money out of the people of
Ontario by being friends instead of
encmies, they put thsir feclings into their
pockets and to-day are as frigndly to each
other as they are antagonistio to thebest
interests of the Provines which affords
them a living. The same tling, only on
a larger scale, might occur between the
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Company been buying up rival charters | if it did come about it wonld simply mean




