
i

I

-j
I
i

j

PROGRESS OF OUR CARPET INDUSTRY.

i ERE is one industry, ai least, in

Canada which is mîîaking strides

along the paith whiih Icads tu

greatiess and prosperity. This is

the carpet inîdustry. Five years ago
it was a pickaninny business in

smaill factories of a few 1o:,.s eaci.

To-day several very large factories

, . are in existence, and the nubner is

on the increase.

*'rue al this lias ot b.I: accotmplisled without uituci up-

hill work. Adverse circuiîstantces, induced by varions sels of

causes, have niitude the advaneeiet of this idustry itucit
slowcr tiant it imiglit otherwise have been. But this is ailways

the casc in a tiew country. hlie nianufacturers tiust force lteir

way against adverse conditions, against overwhehniîing coipeti-

lion and against toutdationiess Irejudices.

Thl'le adverse conditions were the fact that the duties levied

at yarns and oter classes of raw itaterual and on mîachinery

militated against the iainufacturers. Their protection was too

smaili altogether. True it seens large tu the politician and

the consutter : but these did lot seei to understantd thait the

manutialýcturer's protection is found by subtracting the duty on

his raw mtaterial fron the duty on the fmtisied product. iut

although this was smail, they forced tlieir case on the Goverti-

ment, and the result lias been that during the past two years

they have becti better treated both in atount of protection and

in the appraisement of conpeting goods at the custonis houses.

The overwiheling comîpetition has beei due to the fact

that large United States factories fitd at tites that they have att

ovcrstock of goods. They do not care to slaugiter these in the

United States, and consequently they bring then to Canada

and sei tlem ai a very low price --less than cost. They thus

leave tlcir owi market clcar for future business and at the samte

tite realize cash on their overniake. Utndervaluation and

wrong aipraiseients of United States carpets has intensified

this compeîtition.
Besides these two great difliculties, there has been the ieavy

weigit of public prejudice. It lias bect thougit that Canadiain

dyeing is ont su permanent as British dyeing. Trhis lias been

due to the fact that British mantufacturers ise n'ire exclusively

darker colorings and refrain froi the use of ligit colors. Da.

testic ianufacturcrs have, on the other hand, catered for the

Iligit-color " taste, and have thius laid thtemîselves open to the

crittcisn of the ignorant. But tiere is hutle doubt that the

Canadian and Ilritisi corresponding colorings have about equal

wcaring strength, and that neitier lias any appreciable ad-

vantage.
lU to the present tite Canadian titanuifacturers have con-

fitied titeniselves to unions and wools. Only one factory lias

gone further and coninenced the manufacture of Axnitnster

rugs and carpets. It is well that too nuich developmient in the

direction of a wider range of manufactures lias not taken place.

Excellence in one line is more to be desired thant common-

Place mrerit in several. It requires a great dleal of attention,

capital and skill tu develop> any new line, and smaller milis are

doing well in sticking close to the more commuon grades. Still

the fact that better grades are being thought of and iade onI a

small scale, shows that therc is a future for carpe· ianufacturing

which will gradually niakce itself.

The nunber of carpet loois in the carpet mills of (antada

to-day is over 250, and the yearly output will atotiunt to about

a milion yards. 'he numttber of persons employed 1 about 5o0,

and the wages paid will amîount to $mSo,ooo. lese ligures

mîay seeml smtal, but the diliculties ntider which1 the intdustry

lias struggled have heeti pointed oul and e'xîlainîed. The last

two years has seet the industry double ini sie and treble m im-

portance. Under favorable conditions the next live vears.should

sec a wonderful developmient in thiis industry.

DEFECTS IN CARPET MANUFACTURING.

I N the Canadian carpet manufacturing there have bcen, and

iare yet, serious defects. These defects have been overcone

by soie mîtantufacturers, but not by aIll. Two muills, at leasi,

have been fitted with suflicient dyeing and scouring plant the

Toronto Carpet Mill and the Empire Carpet Mill, St. Cath

arines --but most of the others depend on jolb dyeinig, and

consequently do not secure the saie good tesults.

Canadian carpets have been regarded with a considerable

anount of disfavor, and this prejudice lias not been without

foundation, and reasonable foundation ai that. 'ie varns have

not been iroperly cleaned front natural grease, for kack of

iniprovcd scouring machincry, and as a conseqiuence the dyeing

was impTerfect. )yeing can Ic done, and lIas becn donte, in

Canada, which is equal to the best carpet dycing in any older

country. There is no reason why this should not ic the rule.

and thiat wit no exception. Every mtili in Canada miust have

its proper arrangemllents and its proper nachinery for scouring

and dycing before it can hope tu establish itself in favor with

the trade.

It is pleasant to li able to assert that no person lias beei

more cognizant of the defects of the carpet plroduct thian the

makers tieniselves. But until tihey received proper attention

fron the Govertinient, it was iipossible lo induce sutlici.:tt

capital to enter the business and thus provide the necessary

plant. But nîow that the trade lias been placed on its feet by a

slight mîeasure of protection there lias heei an inproveient,

and the latest iachinery for the purpose lias lei added to the

best factories.

This being the fact, there is no reasoi wiy the prejudice

against Canadiaînmade carpets should cist aIy longer. The

larger factories are turning ont goods whiclh are clean and

honest. They are the product or Catiadian labor and as sucht

shouild Ic encouraged -or, at least, should nit be discouragedl.

'lie retail nierchants are the iien on whomn the success or

the Canadian carpet industry deupends, and thteir nod and aI>.

proval is ale, in a very short tinte, to double the tnuiber and

capacity of our mills. ]Iy givintg the product of Cantadian loois
an equal chance with the product of loois operated ly foreigi

labor, a great industry can be stinulated to retiewed vigor. Not

only will more carpct ie produccd, but better carpet also. .s

the mills increase in size, thteir mîachinery will incrcase in per-

fectness and the product nse mit point of quality.

'ie strength ofa country depiends, as in the case of a iumtat

being, uplon the equal and fuil developnent of al it membr .

Manufacturers should not be iclped to the detrimîent of the con-

suning public ; but the devclopîmeuntt of manufactures to a cer

tain extcnt aids in building up a wcll.developed and sclf.rcliant

nation.
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