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Now, suppose, we take a short trip
bookselling, and return the saine day.
There are several large towns near Kin-
ting that can be visitcd in this way, one
at a time. There is the town of Nin I-wa
Che, about eight miles from here, an i-
portant place chicfly on account of its
sait wvells. Although it is spokcn of in
Chinese as a village, it lias a population
of over thirty thousaud people. Leaving
home in the early morning, wvc go
throughi the city and out at the south
gate. Here, wc take the ferry boat and
cross the river. Travelling throughi the
country by its winding pathis we rcach the
town by tell o'clock. H-ere I dismnount
and give my horse to ily boy, who gocs
ahead to find an inn, wvhile 1 load myscli
wvith books and start at once to business,

it being understood that my boy will find
me somnewhiere iii the town aftcr lie lias
put tip my horse and liad his owvn break
fast. My method af procedure is very
simple. 1 walk down the middlc af thz
streets fromi one cnd of the place to the
otîxer, calliîîg out, iii clear toiles, W \ho
wvants to buy good books ?" "Goocl
paper, good ink and good doctrine." -"I
arn selliîîg books at one-fifth cost pricc.-
" This handsome shecet for only twvo cash
(a cash is onc-sixtcenth of a cent)" "I
have tracts at oixe, twvo, three, four aud
ten cash each." " Be quick and buy, for
l not stay long, and wvill not be here

to-maorrowv." Nowv, I have not said five
sentences until the inevitable small boy
nmakes bis appearance upon the scelle.
Bcfore I have gonc the lcngthl af one
street I have "«a following" -%viichi almost
blocks the strect. and thcy wvill ixot grow.
wveary of following iii a hurry. Three or
four hours is a small nîattcr with theni.
These youingstcrs arc ready to volunteer
ail sorts of information conccrning me,
ilv country, mly home. ny books, ctc., ta
everyonc thcy meet. *' EIder Brother."
say I. singhilng out a good-naturcd marn
lu the crowcl 'Ioin't you want ta buiy a
good book at twvo cash ?"1 '# Ycs,- says
mY fricnd ;and before I have got the
mioney several more hands are strctched
out for a capy at the saine price. Somne-

times tenl or tweuty books will be sold
at oîîe point, Mi'en, with an invitation to
kindly give mie rooni enoughi to walk on,
I mnake another street. Perhaps some
rude fellow miakes hiniscîf uripîcasant.
Mvien I rcmind lmn that I amn the guest of
the tovrispeople, and, of course, expect
courteous treatmcent, quoting a provcrb
of their own, bearing upoin this. The fcI-
hou will almost certainly slink awvay, and
1 shiah be tohd by twventy people at once
not to niind Iimii, as hie is nierely a coun-
try ignoramtîs. Nowv and again I aux ac-
costed by iýame and inv'ited to sit dowvî
and rest for a w-hile, and take a cup of tea.
At every feu' steps I arn under the neces-
sity of uirging miy friends not to keep
quite so, close to nie, and straightway
everybody UJegins to exhort somebodý'
not ta be crou'ding on so, and then they
corne on as before.

Presently I spy a wvel-dressed mani
standing in his doorvay, wl'ho affects total
ignorance of aur presence on tbe street.
15e stands there as if lie wvere a gentîine
descendant of Confucius hirnself, and as
if lie u'ere quite capable of mnaking an
imiproved editiomi of that sage's wvorks.
He makes quite au ideal Phiarisce. He is
. iot as other men." LIe is bent ou

mnaintaining a praper dignity, and I amn
bent on selling books. So, with my best
siihe, I wahlc up to hlm wvith "Venerable
sage, dou't you wvant to buy a good
book ?" "*Thxis book (holding up anc an
Christian Evidences) 15 u'ritten by a schoh-
ar wvell knowvn to the Emiperor of your es-
teenmed country. le hias been invitcd by
His IMajesty to take charge of a school
for western learning at the Northerri Cap-
ital." Everybody histens w~hile I talk
au'ay, and several ask to bave a look at
tlie book, and perhaps the " Sage " vihll
relax sufficicntly ta smile and tell nic bis
hionorable nine at iny rcquest. If hie
purchases a book 1 go ily way, feeling
that I have woan a niild victary, for if~
thiese great anes purchase aur books, no
ordinary mîan necd hicsitate to do sa.

The tinie files rapidhy whcn anc is cri-
gagcd in this sort of work. Presenthy
I go ta the inn and take a lunch, rny re-
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