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without s pastor fut one of its cnngmmtions-—-lhml importan t and ditlicult : amd thut wo muels ehould *

of the Free Church, Cote Strect.  \Webclieve the

Culoanl Committee ure fully ulive to the umpor-

tance, ot to this city merely, but the I'rosiuce

at lurge, of havinga pastor of expesicnce and;
commynding talent settledovor this congeeyation, |
Theit solicitude un the subject has been evineed

by the ellorts they have made to supply the con-l
rtegation by & succession of deputies trom Scot.

;mf.‘ unuj a propetly qualified ministry be found

willing tg ?ceept %0 important @ charge,and the

membets ol that congregation can never fecl sutli.

ciently grateful for the exertion mne by the Colu-

aial Committee in their behalf, ‘The Geld which
the city itoelf prescute, would demand for this

congsegution the scrvices of a - sctiled pastor, and

an gasistant missionary, aud the clauns of the
country at large on & minister aettled in Montreal
would be so numecrous und so urgent that, unless
this measure of supply he granted, mauy opportu-
nities of yeefulness wil bie last,

Montreal, 23th April, 1846,

ADDRESS ON THE SUPERINTENDENCE
OF THE TEMPORALITIES OF THE
CHURCIL

(Coatinued from lest Nuimibcer,)

Upoa this sebject (whether and how far the
fenctions of the office of deacon extend beyond
the distnbution of alms), as upon othcrs ot no
small interest to the church, we cannot expect
information in such terms and shape as will con.
vinee the prejudiced, and sileace the captious.

But the humble aad docile eaquirer will doubtless

find such lights as may lead b into the nund of

Christ, and satisfy his conscience, Veaerating

the wisdom - as well as the suthority of the scrip~

tures, he will easily admit that they must contain
eufficiont informationt upon 8 subject of such prac.

tical importance as the ordet of the church. e

-will also allow that in propottion as the statenients
upon such s subject are verbally scanty, or rather
concise, their spirit, aod the principles which they
involve, must be worthy of atteation, and the
positions expressed, and even the tetins employed,
nch in import. As he will aot supyose, on the
_one hand, that any thing cssential is overlooked,

80, on the other, he wilt not suppose that any

thing can be exsggerated, or exalted juto a false

imgpogiance. .

ﬁ’“ we admit such phin and reasonable priaciples
as these, and pursue ourinquities uuder their iu-
fluence, we shall, perhaps, lind ouriclves obliged
30 conclulde that the office of the desconship has
ather objects than the necessitics of the poor.

This may, in sonte measure, apjear from the

following considerativns. ) . ’
" Apars from the’ pecubarly difficult circumatan-
ces jn she church gt Jerusalew which gave rise to
10 the opdingtion of the seven deacons, before ré-
fetred to, and which rendered therr ministrations
greatly difficylt,—the deaconship, is in scripture,
as formetly pbscrved, considered as a situation of
bigh consequence, and demanding in these who
would use jewellemueat qualiticatians,  Nuw, 1t
-1nust gt qage strike an impartial euquirer that the
degree of congequence ascribed to the office, and
thie qualifications required fur it, scem greatly dis-
proportioned 1o any dignity of disliculty nccessari-
1y iuvolved in the wiere distribution of alms: and
tic will feel this apparcat incongruity not camily
reconcilable to the discnminatug wisdom and
characteristic simplicity of the word of God.

But there are circumstances which greatly in-
crease this difficulty. For, alloaing to the care of
the poor all reasounable itportance, an importance
atlcast equal, cannot surely be denicd 1o all the
other externals of the church, viz : the provis-
1on to be wnade for the Lord’s Table, jor all the
accommodations of watship, for the eupport of
ministers and for liberalities of distautapplicanon.
To provide for all those objects is the uty of
every church, of congregation, accotding to its
adility. Itis unncecasary to prove, what it would
b3 absurd to deny, that all thoss oljeets taken t0-
¢ 'ther, and some of them even aingly are cqual,
uay superior, in importance to the care of the poor.
‘Tust the care of the poorinvolves fewer diflicultics
than many of those other concerns is ascertained by
all expertence. It mwust therclore appear unac-
countable, and incredible that the Head of the

church ehould appoint aa ecclesinatical office fur the
«agieg and inferior concems, andnone for the more

be vand in the scniptute seapecting the qualilications
of the distnibuters of aling, whiose business w all
ordinaty cases toijuires few endownients Leyond
ordinaty integnty, while nothing is swud of the
quatiications ut' those wln are to manage atl the
other tempormliticse  'Lhese difficuities can be
avaided only by the aduussion of thu sunple trash
which they indecd sugggest to the unprejudiced
mnd, that sincein the churel there 3 an oflice
appropuated to the temporalites, the whole ol the
temporalitics are within ss sphete.  Adimut this,
amd you will tind enough to justiy all that the
scripturs says of the wnportance, und dilliculty,
and honourablencas of the deaconstup, and of the
necessity of great sehgiovs quahitications i those
who are ntrusted with ity—cnough to justity the
memorable expressions of the upostle Paul (s T,
1) concerning Jeacons,—that they must be per-
sons holding the myntery of faith i 4 pure con.
scicace, that they nust be fitst proved, that they
must be ekidtul in managing thue own houss.
holds, and that they who use the oliice of a deas
con well purchase to themselvesa good degree, and
great bolx!nen snjthe Gath. Furfall the temporalie
tics belong to the snpenintendesce of the deacuns,
the office will be rendered dufiult, not only by the
muluplicity and importance of the temporalitics
themaelves, but much nore by the nature of theie
oflicial conucxion with the members of the chureh,
inasinuch as they will be placed and occupied pres
cisely and extensively i that trying department of
ecclesinstical things where the personal and prie
vate interests of the members ot the church most
intetfere with their exertions for the public good,
and where there is the strongest colliston betweea
the clauns of God and tatainon.

{Cany onc will say that the concerns of the poor,
altho® more casily wanaged, are aloac committed to
eccleaiastical office-bearers, because in thar owe
nature they nre more stuctly ccelesiastical,—we
desy the principle axsumed, and although it wore
graated, we deny the conclusion meant to be de-
duced Granung the prnnciple assuined, viz:
that the concerns of the poor arc more strictly
ccclesiastical, it i3 by no means a legitimate con-
clusion that ather temporalities, because snferior in
the supposed cale of gradation, insy be expected
to be overloaked by Chiist sn lus arrangements for
the government ot the church.  But we deny the
principle thattheconceras of the poor are of all the
temporalitics -mest eminently and intimately the
objects of the church’s care.  Ate the poor more
closely connected with the chutch, or with the
1lead of the church, than its pastersare? 1sit
demnnatrable, or imagiunble, that there is any
thing nore sacred in the support of the former
than of the latter?  Is the suppoct of the former
mote iateresting to the church, or more important
tnit?  Ou the contrary we contend that highly
important as the supply of the poor is, sune of
the other exteraal ecclesiastical concerns more in-
timately affect the existence of the church, and
must therefore be the prior olyjects of ecclesiastical
attention. ‘Fhe concerns of the poor are bup se.
condary, and indeed 1n & certaie view accidental
some of the other conceras are primary, perpetual,
and indispensable to the existence of the church,
and the dispensation of its ondinances, We can
casily concejve that the support of the poor niight
Lave been wholly committed 1o the private chanty
of the members of the community at large, which
wC know was the case under the old testament
d:spensation : but we canngt 50 easily conceive
that the support of the pastors should not be among
the dircct objects of the care of the goverzinent of
the church,—Yecause, sccording to the pnnciple
mentioncd towards the beginaiag of this address,
the first care of every government must be the
presetvation of the cxistence of the socicty for the
good of wlich at is established. Now upon the
supart of the pastors depends the exiatence of the
chiurch and the dispensation of 113 ordinances; for
without beng mamtained by the church they can-
not, in ordinary circumstances, comply with the
great and necesenry prescripion of eatire dedica-
tion of theinsclves to the duties of their office.

If they who are disposed 1o restrict the sphere
of the deaconship to the supply of the poor, will
scarch the scriptutes, they will find it impossible
to zuthenticate tus lunitation.  There 19, in facy,
no such finiitation in the scuptures.  The serip-
tures make no distinction at all among the tem-
porulitics of the chusch. If they do, whete, snd

w what terms 19 it cxpreseed 7 Bt they do not,
itis a distinction catieely atbitrary, tutlde,aud iu
sdunesible.

Phe daily insteation meationed 1 the mxth
cliapter ol the Acts of the Apostles seems o have
Ueen a systetinitic tmaangement, 10 constant opeta
tion, ot whatever wus uot included :n the devo
tionul services o the church,  For the whole ot
ecclesiastical atlnes are there comprehended under
two pencral hoads, of which tho one is called
the bmsiness of the duly minsstraton, the qther,
the munistry of* the tourd und prayer,  As thisdi-
victoit scems intended to be cotmplete, the high
prababstity 18, that all the 1emporalities belonged
to the former depattinent.  But without dwelling
on probabihitics (which, however, ute uot tu be
disregarded), it 13 sutlizient for out arrangement to
slate the incontrovertable lact, that among church
temporulitics the seripture makes no distinction
whatsuever : and that every thing in the nature of
the subjecte, aud ta the principles of the scriptute,
requites, while nothing 1 the language of scrip-
ture fotbud the conclusior *hat all these temporali-
tics nte included in one coiinon manageineat be-
longing awthontatively to ecclesinatical office.
bearers only.

We may furthee ask,~13 there any thing in the
scripture respecting: 8 yovernment in the church
distiact frain that by ecclesiantical office-bearera?

f there is not, by whose authority is such a
governmnent  superseded 7—Certainly, not by
Christ.  Itis then aniong those things which are
none of his. Jtis intruduced unneccaserily, une
less his institutions need our supplementary skill.
Aud it is not only unnecessary but sinful, if itatall
superseded any of his appaintmeuts.  Now, this
is a maiter of very serious consideration. We
must take care that in the aflairs of the house of
God they act not without a Divine warrant, and
10 nut beyond their sphere. Let thoes unofficial
persons who claim a right of anagement in the
church, produce their warraat from Chtist. I
they cannat, it were better for them to sesign their
functivas to those who can.

If it be asked, why does not the scripture ex-
pheitly indicate that all the temparalitics mention-
cdabove are the objects of the deaconship? Why
i3 there no specification of all those concerns about
which this oflice .may be occupied ? It may ba
said in reply, that this was not neceuu‘y. Fot
since the deacanshup is cxpressly provided for tem-
poralitics, and since the scripture makesuo dis-
tinction whatever amang temporalities, they must
all belong to the office provided for such objects,
and no counceivable advantage could have resulted
from inentioning themn in detwil, had a complete
cnunieration of them been practicable. There is
no such formal enumeration of the objects of the
office of the tuling elder, nor of that of the pas-
tor.

In enncluding this deduction from the scripture,
it may not be improper to obscrve, that although
we hesitate not 10 aflirm that & church in whicha -
regular deaconship exists is the most completc in
its constitution, yct 83 deacons are but Acps 80
grorernments, of, a3 their office 13 included ia that
of the ruling elder, we -hall not assert that the
want of deacons sender the orgavization of s
church essentially defective.  Unquestionably,
however, a solicitude to sender the ecclesiastical
arrangements of every congregation as acarly as
possible comme te to the scriptural model, is
most respectful to Christ, and will be found most
advaatageous 10 the conmunity itsclf, ides,
if the deaconship may be suppressed beeause ite
functions are jncluded in thase of the office of the
taling clder, it tnay be ditficult, after admitting
such a principle, 10 show why the latter should not
bediscarded also, since its fuuciions are coafess-
eily included in those of the pasior.

The suin of what we have now endeavored to
establish from the scriptures is this, that by the
principles and provisions of the divinely instituted
govcrament of the church, the authoritative man-
agement of all its temponlities belung excla-
sively to its own ollicc-beares, and mostappropris-
tely to its.leacons.

[Tobe concluded in our next.]

Haxover.—~The llanoverian povernment have
apenly recoguised the German Catholics, a9 a
Chrisuan scct, and permitted the organization of
the ctmch o’ ildeshion, consisting of about sixty
tmembers.



