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THE CANADIAN FAMILY HERALD.

THE FIRST STAGE.

Charles Marshall was the youngest son of a
homely, fruzal, and industrivus family.  He re.
carved his eaneation at the passh school, and as
he grew up his tovich prsusts gave suflicient in.
dication of the bent of his ind.  1le loved to
paddie about in a simatl boat on the river, or moumt
the tigging of sume on~ or other of the vessels
which migit be Iving to the harbour, and when
at thirteen years of age he wasapprenticed to Mr.
John Williams=-at taat time a Baitic tradef—=de
was placed 10 a situation congenial to bis wishes.
When about twenty f’cnrs vl age his father pur-
chased for him n small schooner—the Janct—and
Ju the capacity of mnater, tho atiention and acti-
wity he had (Ihpln ed dunng his minonty, were
even morestrikingly mavifested. 1Ie now thought
of seitling In dife, and m a small place, where
each one knows his neighbour, it was not, per-
haps, N ditheult 1ask (or him tomeet with a friend
of kindred spirit.  With Mary Graham, the only
daughter of a deaper in the village, h¢ had long
been un Jamillar terma. ‘They had been play-
mates at school, and the bitle tricndships then in-
serchanged, ripened into love,

Mary wasa blithe, comcl{, fcmlc creature, and
contrasted not a lintle with the bold off-hand dispo-
sitivn of the sallor, yet she judged pradently when
ehe said, “a rough and even uncouth manner
snay conceal a warm and gencrous heart.” With
no small degree of cumplacency therefore she
Jouked forward to that auspiclons day which was
go seal thewr union. Al arrangements compleled,
ihe day atlength arrived, and in the midstof miith
and joylily Charles Marshall led to their new abode
the object of his atlections.

" Mrrlages here were, at that time, managed dif-
ferently to what they are in the presentday, Now,
£0 so0n as the ceremony has been performed the
marricd couple start off on an excursion (o the
Trosachs, or if it be in summer, perhaps to the
Islund of Arran, to climb the lofty Goatiell, from
whose serrated-summit may be scen the heighta
of Cumberland, the hills of [reland, and the heath
clad mountains of Scotland; But, at that time,
when a marriige was to be celebrated a party of
fiddlers, engaged for the occasion, accompanied
the bridegroom and his friends to the house of the
bride. When the ceremony was performed the
wholecompany marched oftin regalar procession
10-the new abode—svmetimes as many as thirty
couples, all on foot; with the fiddlers leading the
yan. "Che 3\':\{ from the bride’s house was gener-
ally Jined by all the inhabftants who could cree
or-walkto see the processiun,  The firing of guns
and'pistols, drowned at times the music, ahd at
every other house the whole procession siopped to
feccive in a little whiskey, or home brewed ale,
a wken of the respect and the good wishes of the
inmates of that dwelling. In.this way, anndst
shouting and cannonading and fiddling did the
Fdrty move on, and sometimes with difficulty
reached the house for the réception of the young
couple. ‘This done, Lowever, the utmost hilarity
crowned-the festal scene.  After a hearty su pper,
the' etaple uf which was “beel and greens,” the
Boor.was cleared, and the company commenced
todanceScotchreels, and Strathispeys, and country
ances, The duty devolving upon the *best
man” was to sce the toddy-bow! duly replenished;
and you might sce this worthy, sit for hours to-
gether with a long, twisted, whalebone-shantked,
sitver Wipped fadle In his hand, stirring In the large
Petershuqf bowl; and cver-and-anon testing the
favour of-the smoking beverage. This scene
of .lhings lasted generally during three days;
biit the'guod: 01d marriage custom hasd'wappen‘rer{
with the old worthies by whom it was cherished;
iﬁ{d;slhdixld the sound of a violin be heard now at
anysuch convivial mecting, it falls tpon,the'ear
with a less vibrating tone Not only have the
Robertsons of-Dunblane, and the Blackwoods of
Dollar,*.yjelded.the contest to a new race of mu-
sicians, but.their old heart-surnng sirains, the
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* Two familles of faivied' miusiciansy almost coretant!
employed in this way. " constanty

P | forty-fivy yeirs, and some of the characters to

« Miller O'Drone,” and * Tulloch Gorum” have
iven place to flippant measurcs thatgrandmother
§cclarcs arc not worth a * Bang O'Wallace,

Such was thc kind of convivialily In_which
Charles Marshall was ushered into marricd tife,
I will not fotlow them through the minute details
of their history, nor mlcmPt 10 describe the joy
which was fell when the birth of & son was an-
nounced, nor endeavour to potsay the exhilarated
feclings which successive events of a similar cha.
eacter proattced.  Our course is onwards, We
have to deal with that famnily in a state of matu.
rity. Suffice it to say thatfive rosy -children—
four boys and a girl—In due time surrounded the
happy fireside.

The grandfather and grandmother, who had
witnessed with feclings of devoutest gratitude, the
carliest and happiest dag's of their youngest son
and his family, were laid in their natrow bed, in
a old age, ere yet their grandchildren had
begun to signa»‘ze themselveson the theatreof the
world. Happily for thewn, the blossom of the al-
mond trec was not blasted, nor their mellow years
rendered miscrable by the sorrowful suceesefon of
tragedics which shortly ensued. Mr. Marshall
still pursued his calling with activity, and fortune
smiled on his effotls. His voyages were fre-
quently very remuncrative; and oneach renewed
return, his family, happy in the innocent artless-
ness of youth, vied with cach other for 2 share in
his affection. The=threc cldeat, Alexander, Charles
and Joseph, sccmed to l‘parlakc very much of the
disposition and spiritof their father, Surronnded
by scafaring associations, they were ail determined
to be railors, and were educated aecordingly.
Their mother, mild and over induigent, did-nok,
perhaps, so restrain their imK;mouuplrits astheir
own well being required. Mr, Marshall was sel-
dom at home more than three nr four daysat a
time, and when bhe did arrive a jubilec was pro-
claitned, so that the sons—greatly to the accelera-
‘tion of their future misery—were allowed to romp
and rolick at will, and, one after ancther, all went
to sca. Jane, the fourth child; was a bland and
awmiable creature.  Her full soft blue eyes beamed
wilh sweetest affection, while her beautiful auburn
nnflcls gave a Justrous effect to her appearance,
and the cheerful gentleness of her mannct, en-
deared her to all with whom she was xcqnainted.

TME:SECOND 8TAOK.

4 Honnor afd fame from ‘no condition rise,
Ac? ' ‘lyour patt, therscll the honour lies”

In the frst staze we travelled over a period of

whom we were introduced are miogled with_the
associations and history of the past, Alexander
Marshall hasnow attained his majority, and asa
“sct off” in’lile his fatber has purchased for him
a fine brig, called the " Myrtle, " This vessel was
tastefully fittéd up, and supplied ‘with everything
calculated 1o make him comfortable; but the pro-
secution of hns history gives painful evidence thit
his'mdral natire was not sufficiently fortified to
enable him to withsland the temptalions by whick
be-became surrounded, You find an exact coun-
terpart to his future career, in “that ot many.a
nnble minded youth who, beaming with fondly
cherlshéd hores, arid ardent with the brightest an-
ticipations—leaves " the quiet and sequestered
baml-t’in- whick his juvenile.years have passed,
to mux in the bustling activity of somz large lown
or city. In this new sphere, freed alike from the
restraints and the example of those who, watched
with pious solicitude over his ripeping years, he
is lured- by sedactive blandisbments lo the dark
retreals of the temples of vice, and impérceptibly
l:ccede. .at-Jength finally falls a victim:to the
subtle,though fatal fascinations, Howmany youtbs,
alas! have thus swerved from the puie and holy,.
principles by which thelr lives were regulated be-
neath the humble paternal roof. | The ‘chrysalis
bursting fram its filmy ‘eficasement, conscious of
a new power floats high imair, or flits irom flower
to flower to sip -their: varied :sweets’ 30 these un-
happy ;'ouths, having once entéred the ¢ plessant

valley,” cast aside.ibe fair manile of religion,

which aat loosely on them; and bidding defiance
to what lhe{ now consider childish prejudices,
and superstitfous bugbears, they fioat about in the
false ideaof emancipation.  Butasatower whose
foundations have been sapped, suddenly falls pros-
trate in the dust, so they, with minds depraved,
passions inflamed, natural vigour abated, sonls
Sanl)'zcd, and dead tothe cails of rcason, are

ashed from the sorry eminence to which an en.
slaving sensuality had raised them, and they sink
into a premature ﬁnve, leaving their fricnds to
mourn in silent sadness their untimely end.

But to rcturn to the unfortunate Alexander.
He soon gave striking evidencethat he was out of
his natural aphere.  In the capacity of a captatn
he lust that impulse to duty which the presencsof
a superior authority afforded.  Withowt moral or
physical restraint he became haughlr and doml~
nccrinf:; and at sea, where every trifling oceur-
rence s easily constroed into mutln{v, and pun.
fshed as such, the sexmen were afrafd to test in
any way his irritable temper, sothat there wasno
socinlily on board, Thus shut up within himself,
as it were, the only companion he had was one
which has blasted the hopes of many of Scotland’s
bravest mariners. He became familiar with the
brandy bottle. Ahl Jiule did bis fatber thisk whea
he was so0 careful to fit up in Alexander's state-
roim, & place for whai he emphatically termed
'the knowledge cask,” 1hat all the knowledge it
would ever impart to his son would be a know.
ledge only of evil. By daily indulgence, how-
ever, & habit was formed which

“ When once roofed
Few ha'e pith the root to pow’

One blostering night in the mouth of Novem-
ber, on his homeward vo‘);lge from the Baltie to
the North of Ireland, with & un?o’of hemp, they
neared that dangerous headland in lbe.{gﬂb‘ of
Scotland, appropriately named * Cape Wrath,”
where the walers which sweep round Dannet
Head, meet with theswell of the Atlantic and form
the-** Minch,” between the Wesiern Isles and the
main land. About haif past eleven o'clock they
were ofl the Cape, when a squall peculiarto that
Hlace sprang up. 1t was the Captain’s watch on

cck. He was below-in a half intoxicated sopo-
keeping & ¥ Jook

rific state. The young man )
“weal rk‘a‘ne ere

out” was inexperienced in Ca the
the call was given—''all on'deck,” ¥ shot-
ten- sall"—the -Myrile was on her beam ends.
Hurry and confusion now prevailed; and after
considerable exertion the masts were cut away,
and the vessel again sighted. . The gale kept up
most furiousl{, and was accompanied with a cold
drenching rain; they were driven under lea of
Rona,alitlejsland about sixty miles fromibe Cap2
whiere they lay-till-jury-masts were érecied, an
then they proceeded to Stromness, the chief port in
the Orkney lslands, Here tbeil_wem obliged to
winter, during which time.the Mlyrie was again
put’in_order. About-the end-of February they
again entered the Minch, and were néarty abreast
of Siornoway when it began o blow fresh. Tbe
“Myrile-till képt on-her contse, bt thé gale in.
creased 80-that the'mate urged his eaptain to rim
back to Stornoway, where there was a 3
stead. As usval, hs was deaf to all sy, ORs,
and kept on till it-seemed .dangerous 1o Jout
longer. They were at this ime,offi\Long.Island,
South Uist, and yw‘g-m!s.wmp»d W rmakea
ort which seemed” Lo offer’ shelter,  They thére-
Jore“*sto0d i, "and just'ds they had “got’under
the island of Bénheculs, the Captain ran below to
‘discover by the chart whethér there was depth of
-watér, or what kind of place it 'was, when the'wind
‘came sweeping otnd:thé back of -the island:
Adrove taems to-the apposite. side.  Had.he
apon deck at this moment when ihe seils bégan
to droop all mish&;ﬁm been. sat, but.
rant of the place, iehad gone below, am'l before he
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‘reachied the deck, the Alyrile was dashing against
a rocky ledge in ‘Lock Bki ':{ae dslle'to] the
‘island "alfeady’ named. "Heré.she lay- grindi®
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untit wigtt}ie n:iwmeammcggbhﬂ Sabér.
men:.a hauneer: . - WA
up to the epd of m'mf’m they hy.twe;v



