
CHURCH AND HOME. 5

Present Day Preaching.

DYV REV. R. HEPPENSTALI., H4ULL, ENG.

*ihere is a tendency in the present
day to speak ci preaching as an in-
s'ition of the past, the need and
titility of which are passirig away be-
fore the march of intelligence and
the superior ifluence of the press.
Preachers and sermons are the fa-
vorite topics of social gruniblers-.
"The foolishniess of preaching " I5

a favorite text of the salixist; and
even in the conversation of middle
class society-the clar-s that stili at-
tends public worship)-nothing îs
more camnmon than a flippant tone
of criticisni and disparagemnent, ina
regard to the inflictions of the pulpit.

The favorite expianation of this
decreasing respect for the puipit L,
that th -, press is iargely taking its
place, and doing more efficiently
-%vhat ivas formeriy the work of the
preacher. lu cannot be for a mio-
ment doubted that the press is doing
a vast work-good work-and soine
part of whiat was once the province
of the pulpit. Ail the inteilectual
side of reiigious culture is shared by
the p~ress. Books, tracts, and news-
papers, now di ffuse information ivhich
men once learned froni the preacher,
and diffuse it far more widely and
effectuaily than the latter %vas ever
able to, do.

The Pulpit bas no longer any
rnonopoly even of moral or -ligious
subj ects, but we find topics discussed
by the press, and reflections given,
which once ivould have been thought
trenching upon the peculiar pro% ince
of the ministry. Theology is dis-
cussed in bocks with a fuiness and
zhoroughness beside wvhich any ser-
mon must seemn flimsy and incom-
plete. Even the great foundations
xvhich were left for the preaching of
Special courses of sermons on points
,of Divinity, such as the Boyle and

Hulsean lectures, have graduai Iy
conie to be, in reality, the niere read-
ing fromn the pulpit of works pre-
pared for the wvider audience and
the closer study ivhich books attract.

No'v ail this may, it is true, point
to consie _rable changes in the -cia-
tive place of the pulpit to, the want',
and« the agencies olf the time, but
flot to ii- being superseded. Iiiûeed.
many of the changes are rather such
as to heilp the truc preacher in his
%vork. They clear the ground for
him. They enable preaching to, bo-
made m-ore interesting and effective-
The iiicrease of education, if it takces
away t'ne prehicher's monopoly of in-
struction, gives hirn a far more Ire-
pared soi] in which to sow bis special
seed of religious and spirituaI
thought.

The preacher can now take much
*more for granted as known by any
ordinary congregauion than he could
fifty years ago. To those wvho,
preach a Christianity affect-ng ail the
relationships of life, this mnust be a
very great encouragement. Ac-
quaintance with literature bas indeed
mnade nmen far more critical of the
pulpit, and far more expectant from
it. The habit of fandingr everv topic
of the hour discussed irn newspaper
articles in a terse, lively, and varied
style, rnakes- society intolerant of
mnere common-places in the pulpit.
to an extent unknown in - the grood
oid times' This will be regretted
onIy by those wvho, have no liv.ing
thought to give forth, anad whose
prosy pliatitudes, however they might
be tolerated, wvere just as useless in
the past as noiw.

The truc preacher of to-day feels
it a great help to him in his work
that his hearers are familiarisedl iith
rnany subjects of deep vital interest;
and he may now adopt and cultivate
a less formai style of expression and
illustration. No change however
can rob the preacher of the ]argest


