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four gospels w'hich ever yet appearcd ini our language. Tiîey are
froni the conclusion of' bis preface tu the "J>rimiiinai"y Dissertat ions,"
volume 1, -page 59. They accord vitIr ur uwn experielice and
breathie our sentiments. Uc says,' "I'lle laniguage of our Lord to bis
liearers -,vas, If any niait WILi. <:oiîcnder m)yygaidantce. Nuthing
is obtruded or forced upoîr tire uniwiliîg. Nuw, as thuc great source
of tire infidel ity of the is ivas anotion of' thre temporal king4oni of
tire MNessiah, %we mav justly say that tu --reat source otf tire corrup-
tions'of christians, and of' their general defet~cion fortetuld by the ini-
spired writers, lias heen an atteînipt to render it in ekflct a temporal
kingdom and to support aud extend it by eartlrly ineans. This ii that
spirit of Antichrist whicbi % vs su eariy ait vor'k as tu be di!scovera1ble
,even ini the days of' the ap)ostles." -< lu tire saine page lie says,' 4'If to
inakp proselytes by tire sword is t.yranny in rulers ;to resigîr otîr un-
derstanding to any main, and recuive iriiîcl(itiy Nvhant we uught tu ;)e
rationaily conviîrced of', wui. bc, on our part, the iuwvest ,;ei-%ility.-
Every tlring theref'ore, here, is sîîbjected to the test ut' seripture and
sound criticism. I arn not very con liden t of niy own rezasunings. I arn
sensible that, on many points, I have clîanged iny opinion, and found
reason, to correct whatl hiad jiuded foriiierly to be righit. T'ie consuli-
ousness of former mistakes proves a guard to preserve me from sueir a
presumptuous confidence ini ry pres;ent j îîîl,ý,iiett as wvon Id preel nde
2ny giving a patient hearing to ihatever niziy be ur-ed, fi-oni reasoi or
seripture, in opposition to it. Truth lias been un ail îniy iinquiries, aikd
still is my great aim. To her 1 arn ready Lu sacrifice every personal
consideration; but arn deterinineci rot (kýnuwiirgly) to sacrifice her to
any thing." 'These are the sentiments and determination of' my heurt.
as thugh thiey ]lad been iirdited there.'

'It is very far froin our desigî to give any j ust grond ut' offence
to any, tire weakest of the disciples uof Christ, iror Lu those îî'bo irak e
no pretensions to tire ebristian naine : yet we are assured tlrntnu mîanr
ever yet becamne an advocate ut' that faith 'vliceli cost tire life of its
founder and the lives of' s0 maîy ut' tire friends and advocates ut' it, th 1at
did not give offeirce tu sonre. IVe are also assured tlra ini speakig
plaiîrly and according to fact, of iiiaîry tiring> of' lrih estecîri at presenti,
we ivill give offence. In ail suci cases we estecîri the reasoning of
Peter uiranswerabie. Itis better tu irear'kcn unto God, ini his iword,
thaîr Lu men, and to please him tiran ail the world besile. Tirere is
arruther diflicuity uof Nvhicli ive are aware, that, as some objeets are
nanifestiy good, and tire mieairs attempted for tireir acconrpiislrmeirt
manifestiy evil, speakiri; against tire means employed ive mnay be
sornetimes iiirderstoud as opposiîrg the objcct ab;stractiy, especiaily bv
thuse who do nuL wvisir Lu understaind, but ratlt2r niiisîcpresent. MWe hiai"
only one request tu maake our readers-and tb) -% is, an impartial anrd
patient ieariug for whiich we shall nake theira one promnise, tiz.
that ive shall ieitirer approve nur censure aiiy thing_ witlrout
the clearest anrd rrrost batisfactory eviderrcc'fronii rcabon C and reve-
lation.'


